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l"ulfoy, IhC' l .. m,~IM 0 1 mlClrw~ had hlII own ..... .,. J"I'~ Uiiol;t, ~r:"'~~ nf ~ 
nn.t-, _" .. I [ljrch V_lIey r.t blowlnk the whlatk for grind, the: wheels crab dlle V"cwa (WalY J-:; 
Llln'Mr ColT\plmy, u wdl na ll rolld crOllllnwa, cawa on truck,,' ,nd It w.. (0 bird! o.k beedt a ad --
.. PlIrdt"r'-Curlin Lum~r the ,.1I,aad lra~, ~ they Clukaburl, Rich ..... ood, numb.r:r of 'cab cov~ 
Co nlpany o ( Webner paSM:d their gi rlfriend', Holly Junction 01' WehNer C heat Mountain A 
County, The WV Midland house, and a IUper whistle Springa. Seventy-Ave yean aundard puge rulr~ fO 
RaIIr(Mld OUI of Webaler as they pISsed grandma'l OI" ago, this ton of lane was I..calheTbKJ,; Creek and 
Spr in", with George grandpo 's hoU$C, tommonplace, I team Ovet Cheat ~ 10 

jKlcson as depot agent, The st~m locomotive, engines wete everywhere, Sbavera Pork, compku: 
Wamdc Gum III engineer the high wheel, high speed pasacnF' trains, 10K trains, ';Jflth , the prelbll ''<lifO 

Imd Porter Cochran ali steam passcngCf~ ensint5 coal traina, bnm~h lines, on switchback. to achieve 
conductor on the daily alway. spun theil' wheels Khedule, Clrrymg KaI158S 1.600 feet elevation pin, 1-

passenger train o ut of when pulling ou t of the wheat, coal, lumber and rail conneaion between 
Webster Spri fl8S meeting Station in Cowen, R1ch~ excursions to ball games, Dr, Ccoffn'$ town ri old 
the pas,scnger train out of wood, and Camden, as world fairs, inaugurations $pfV£e.andnewsprutt. and 
Richwood on its way to Bloomer Green said all of presidents, govcmors, Cas$. 
Clarksbu rg; the people aboard and the b lack state and other events. So, Spruce, the. coldest and 
gathered at the depots at smoke billows 100 feet Cass Scenic Railroad still the highest town (3,853 
Holly JUnction, Cowen, intO the air , it puffs and carrit5 sounds, scents and feet) in the eastcm US. in 

Th W V
.. .... sights of Steam po\\.'Cred 1909,36millionboatdftct e est lrglnla tr,ansport3rlon. which h~ o~lumberwcnt.throughtht 

yteldcd to aU'ponl and big "band sawml\lofSpruce 

M OdI d Ra°l d s uper highways . . Can and 40 railroad cars of 1 an 1 roa rc:nves memol'ies o~.5team peeled pulpwood, Icf~Ca~ 
railroad transpQrtanOn. for the papcr mill In 

May 6, 1965 
For those who love 

[fains such as dle old Shay 
and Climax and those who 
knew the West Vil'ginia 
Midland in its heyday of 
busy passenger and freight 
uaffic. it 's still easy to walk 
along the old right of way 
up and down Holly River 
on a misty night and 
imagine hearing an engine 
whistle o r a signal echoing 
down from the years dlat 
are long gone. As the. years 
go on. fact and" fiction 
blend into one indispen­
sible mass of pleasant 
memories of chugging 
engines, neatly leept 
~t can, the familiar 
"aU ... baud" by Porter 
Coch .... _ m. '""" If,. ally 

pulls out o f the yard at The.. history' of the Cass Covington. Viliinia. and 
Palmcr (now Surton Da';") Railroad is tightly the paptt mills of the 
head e d fo r Webs tel' entwined , with local paper eastern U.S. 
Springs, WV. and lumber industries. A As the timber su\-;l!v 

Continued On Page 3 cenruryago.massivestands t:ontinued On l'agE 3 

86 Miles From Flatwoods 
To .Cass Scenic Railroad 
fry Sheriff Gi .... 

Going north, going 
south On Interstate 79 to 
get to CaM, you get 0(( the 
interstate, exit 67, t3ke 4 
and 19 oonh !4 mile to Bill 
Squires Mountain Lanes 
Convention Hall, and 
Uoyd'$ Re.taurant and 
Motel. When Idvln. 
'ntn~ 79, you ru:-n 

south on 4 and 19. 
McDonald s and Dairy 
Queen, and the screaming 
eagles and Braxton County 
Hieh School, ~ Laurel 
Court Mo~I, Marlowe's 
Resqlufanr, to che:(Jo.M_" 
and country COnVdlience 
score. Buy, or they wiD I*W 
yau a SheriH Oivat c... 
!;cenic" Railru.J s,-. .. J 

Newspaper . T akt. Srate 
Route illS, ~ mile [ 0 

Copr's R.cauuraat. .I¥-re 
you can pi somer ... to 
ear It • reM sH. price. II 
.,.. have cv.r bee. 
~- ........... 
or~~"you ohooId fool • _ . You ... , ...... ..., ... .... 
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 

J--"" , ... ........ ..'" .. .wJ ~., ""'II Qt." I",r !rIp wllh • 
...... n·m.1I e ......... ro$lu-r. 
ll..,n\lIn. eondutlQr. lind 
(OUI I:>nkrmro (tflll' for 
eYl!l'y thr« on'. II hu been 
.. Id 1n.1 No. 12 rouldhavll' 
handled morll' o rll but 13 
"'as ,he Umll through the 
' ''' tchbad:,. IWO of wh!c:h 

'1--,., 
..... 1 , .• 1 

-'- .. . c..:-
.... ...,....., "" ..... tuo.,ch , . .. 10. 

•• , rw-'" h'W "'kI1 f",Inc' , ' _" ..... h.)..". ~hun:h . and 
• tIw- ",one" nlnir, 10.:.­
......... unIMmml~J Jlw." ,"".:t1oJC> ...... du' 
J.l, ~ min anJ 
...... the-~ mil/hi he 
u thor- o;,ft\,,,.,,,. NHrdUlII ..... 

, ... _, .... ... 
.u... ...... ,1-.. ' 
.... Ior: ~ .'': ... ..", ." 

~ _ ... Ao. .... .J. 
-sa t.". l_ &-" 
., .............. ,"'\')r"h 

lire In opcBtion today on 
the Ca.u Scen!c: Roilr(JI.d. 
Thr~ of those engines are 
,a ll in OPFrarion lOday­
Nos. I. 4. 5. and recently 
purchased No. 7 fmm 
Me.dow River lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

............. -Iv, ... ,...... , ..... -
.... u~ • • , .h rhlt __ ...... 0-

c-. ..... Itwror-pontC'd in 
1910. anJ formed ,. dt)' 
lO~t •• busy 10""0 
W1dIo 6Ohowcs, cry ... .,I .. T, 

.hhou,h o wned and 
~'&.IJ:d by Wut Virgmia 
Pulp and PIIpc"1 Complny. 
'01'.,1" " -err . .. v .. nl .... " 
«ftCi f'of In d .. v~·hour 
eIIyand 1Ut)' ccnt.s.dllv for 
bc.td.ndroom. Thercwas 
no c.h«koR' (rom your 

$« ..... JU/UotJ .. .1 -.-­~ ....... ~---
,,'t e' I~..,o-"'II 
~_ ."""~beoM 
~""rhe 
.... ol .... lL..* .... tnd 
............. 0Ie-. 

Tk '..-. I~l Wsc 
,-~- ...... ..... _~cI,. 
.... ..:ra of nrpn 
~.., t..r. -.-di-
nt'" ro _0- do..." 
..... .. -.door.p-:lor. 
n.r, t.a .. tip. ~ 
..... ro .... our ehoe 
- _ '-I:!u for ~ 
J~ til. 

-re' .uch iIS locial 
~rity. income taX, andln 
faa. the men woo worked 
II the camps usually didn't 
d ....... their pay only every 
... months. Company 
howes in Cui were renting 
£or $10 per month with no 
cNilF (or 
.Il_cor 
the rene . 
poduaion. ie 
9uiy~nes 
mill. the run I ___ _ ~r-~--
to Cau was approxlmatel~ 
12 _:1- - •• ~--

Although the CaS! 
Scenic Railroad is onJy 
four miles long, the steel 
remains Intact [0 BIIld 
Knob and Spruce. The last 
engine to Bald Knob was in 
1961 and a motor car 
makes it yet today. The 
West Virgiria Ocpan:ment 
of Narunl Resources is in 
the process of rebuilding 
the trock to Spruce and 
Bald Knob, along with a 
lodle and possibly wall to 
war carpets and modern 
lodge (acilities (ar flung 
ITom graybacks, bedbugs, 
long tables, 5:00 a.m., 
breakfasts, waiting (or 
daylight in the winter 
before going to work 
harvesting the taU virgin 

f'~s 

Counp No. 5 or No. 29; 
build them Jenny lynn 
typ e, urlpped with 
cre06()le (coal Clr proceaa) 
10 pn:scrvc the wood and 
dilute tnc bedbujp and 
grayback$, USC roU roofing 
with a 6 or 12 rool $Iopc, 
$tcel waH plpc for a 
chimney. a couple of pOt 
harTel stoves. a coo l flrcd 
cook stove about 12 fcci 
lo ng, iron skillet5, big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30-
fOO(-long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
h o ney , jellies, real 
buckwheat frern Preston 
County. about three kinds 
of meat and bIscuits. 
Be:nche$ for chairs, a 
regular eating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
buUd the bunb against the 
wall, one over top of the 
Other and make everything 
original as far as possible. 
Have a bam with two pairs 
o( horses about 2,(X)O 
pounds each. Proper 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster snows 1"10 such 
word, but that is what 
everybody calls them), 
grabs, grab maul on len 
hame, good IOfl: check 
lines, J-grabs. log hicks 
with real caulked shoes, 
stagged pants, John 

blade or 

with real loci abOtH ooc­
half mile ITom camp cloto: 
to the ,.,.i1road. You mUit 
have a . idillll with the 
original log cars---.omc 
loaded_ orne half loaded. 
to make it look ....al :u the 
tTain pull5 up to Camp No. 
S or 29. Havce the wood 
hicks and hO($~ In the real 
act, it might be well to havc 
the hicks stal around at 
night to tcll ta I tales about 
logging tTain WTeck.s, how 
to file a .saw. champion 
hicks. and lobby log 
.stories. You could let the 
kids ride the log horses if 
they weren't too tired from 
putting on a IS·minute 
audition each day . 

.cill in u. today 
The 0101., Vlrtein tiri.u 

fenninin& {rorn this tract I_ 

n o acres known • OR 
Ha mihon Wed~c . in 
diapute for yeafS, f1naUy 
Ktlied, and 1$ now. parto( 
the Natioral ForUl. \cQ!ed 
jullt off Sate Routt: 2;0 
ncar Ga\·in.ecr fi re lOIIItt 
and is held in re5erve fOl' 
people to vie<.o.· naturc at it!. 
beSt. 

Cass, like Tioga, Dwu.. 
1krgoo, Holly )uocUon, 
Jerryville, ThIer Forks,and 
Cherry River , yidded to 
automation or laclt of 
timber. The West Virginia 
Legislature, under th~ 
guidance of W .W. Barron, 

The year 1940 saw West 
Virginia Pulpand Paper seU 
the assets ofCass to Mower 
lumber Company, but 
only a part of the quarter of 
a million acres in the 
original tract. In fact, 65 
thousand acres on the 
upper end of Cheat River 
(rive r o n top o( a 
mountain), the 

and now GOV'trnor Smith, 
is !Tying 10 give the Tow-n 
ofuss new life ... ith anold 
time scenic railroad_ Last 
year 33,000 peopil!: plus 
the politicians, toOK. the 
four-mile trip through !he 
switchbacks,getting hot 
cinders in their hair. The 
rush , theShaye~,new 
(aces have given hope to a 
dying town. The Cass 
Scenic Railroad tull y 
developed to the original. 
style of logging such as 
existed at Camp No.5 or 
29, could be the biggest 
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The Cass (West Virginia) Scenic Railroad 

~ .. ,;x" I __ ...--J ........ 
... _ f ,,-UI.", 
_ .......... "uv 

... horrr n~u ~'UuIJ l>uy 
_~"'I'" 'fum. IOOlh ",do 
.. 11 rtrn' I •• ShIll' C'f'i:lAr, 11 

..... >J ... ~ •• hurch, and 
1ft m.. " "nla' rim .. , ic: .. 
""'anil: on In.- mill pond 

... '-*' d I'""i.h 6PoJ '-- . "'"- "-"" H_ 
, ...... b I'w- r- J! T1w- t-Qt Inno:non ..... thr 

J&.!\ fWlNoCfIiII:' 1I'1ltl'l and 
... Il00 Ihe: Mranll"'u might be 
1It Inc rom .... n), boardIng ...... 

0..., .. I ... ~ .. "r .... ~ .,.. 
~.....,. .ot ... R.,.,J, 
~.r~&o··. 
." ..... _ .... -.fIoa ''\)1 .. ten 
..; ........ w.-~A1: 
.~ .... -
tf#:Iu.4 ... d hi. Iht _II' on rbr e-
Sc •• " Klltr.d .nd 
~. onUbie.-um .t.dI_ qIaU. ~n. 

~ I CftIMl' my .,..." _, .~"...., been 

, ,Ye- wamow: die 
WpofMr 1Ldr:n.--, 
.. p;!d p!IIJpk of c-. 

~ "'-u 'IKOfponl~ In 
l'ilIO. and formed II ciry 
JO~nt, I busy lown 
",Ik 60 hou5O:$, ciry WlItrr, 
ahhough owned and 
opa-acN by Wen Virginia 
Pulp and ~pcr Company. 
WIIIU ... ·e t C' seventeen 
«na £or an cleven-hour 
day and fifty eenls .day (or 
boardmdroom. Therrwas 
00 cft«Jcoff frorn your 

q au'. per trip wilh a 
""~'tn ·m.n cn'W, C'n"incer. 
fi...,lTUOn, (onductor, and 
(our brak"m"n 0111: (or 
"very thret 01111 . It has bren 
said ,h:1I No. 12 oouJdhavt 
h:.ndlrd mort earS but 13 
""'a!I tI'M: limil through the 
s""ilehbllCks, tWO o(which 
arc in op~'I'acion rod~y on 
the Cass Scenic Rl1i1rmd. 
Thr~ o( those e ngines are 
still in o~ration roday­
Nos. 1,4,5. and ro:cc:nrly 
purch3scd No. 7 from 
Mndow River Lumber 
Company at Rainelle. 

Although th e Cass 

n... prw 'SOZ Wal 
v__ """ ..J ....... 
~_~oI. 
__ K1'a: aI ntJlll 

~...J hrpt. rmmedl­
urlf ra mo_ down 
-... oudoor tPrndor. 
n.r, f_ tel 'lip' porubl£ 
.. II 10 .... OUI rht 
......... , Iumbtt for me 
~ ala doubl£ 
a....d .. ...J 0fI pak days 
W IId.:r. .ad • d"oubC J 0. 
-- ,WI .... Id uw no 
tel. liEu ed rcqutted J,(D) 

wail':' Juch as .social 
x.:uriry. income CII'. andin 
(aer, me men who worked 

.II ~ campa- usu.llydidn'l 
draw their pay only every 
Jhr months. Company 
howa in Cau ~re renting 
foe' SID ptt month with no 
chUF (or ",,;nCT or elecnic, 
:all wu considered 11 pan of 
the tel'll. OUTing peak 
prcxiuctfon, it lOOk twelve 
- engines 10 log the 

the: rUn (rom Spruce 
was approximately 

on I I-per cent 

Scenic Railroad Is o nly 
fou r miles long, the steel 
remains intact to Bald 
Knob and Spruee. The last 
engint 10 Bald Knob was in 
1961 and a mOlor car 

m:Uces it yel today. The 
West Virgiria Departmenl 
of Natural Resources is in 
the process o( rebuilding 
the track to Spruce and 
&Id Knob. along with a 
lodge and possibly wall to 
wall carpets and modern 
lodge facilities far flung 
from graybacks, bedbugs, 
king tables, 5:00 a.m .• 
b reakfasts. waiting for 
daylight in the wintcr 
before going to work 
harvesting the: taU virgin ~~u. indudJn~ 

run dailr by Shay 
19Q..ton. consider­

Sh.y 

spruce. 
Why 

oriiPnal 

p~s 
it's 

o.mp No. 5 Qr No. 29, 
build them Jenny Lynn 
type, Itripped with 
cteOliote (coal Cit process) 
to preserve the wood and 
dilule tI'M: bWbugs and 
gt1lybacks, usc: roll roofing 
with a 6 or 12 roof slope, 
strrl wall pipe for :\ 
chimney. a couple of pot 
"'-lTel StOYe5, a cool fired 
cook stove abour 12 feet 
long, iron skillets. big thick 
cups for coffee that holds a 
half pint, thick plates, a 30-
foot-long table with gallon 
buckets of molasses, 
honey, je lli es, real 
buckwheal frern Preston 
Counry, about three kinds 
of meat and biscuits . 
Benches (or chairs. a 
rcaubr tating time or you 
wait for the next meal, 
build the bunks against the 
wall. one over top of the 
o ther and make everything 
original as fa r as possible. 
Have a barn with tWO pairs 
of horses about 2,000 
pounds each. Prope r 
harness hoods over hames 
(Webster s hows no such 
word . but that is what 
everybody calls them) . 
grabs, grab maul on lert 
harne, good lore ch~k 
tines, J.grabs. log hicks 
with real caulked shoes. 

Ritchie 
red and 
. b 

I11III 

with r"",l lop about one­
hal( mil" from Clmp dOM: 
to tI'M: ... ilroad . You must 
ha "" a sidinl( with the 
original log cars-some 
1oaOc:d-$Qr'I'Ie halfloxlcd. 
to make it look teal as !ht 
train pulls up 10 Camp No. 
5 or 29. Have the wood 
hicks and horses In the leal 
act, it might be well to have 
the hicks 5tal around at 
night to lell ta I mles about 
logging train wrecks, how 

atili in ... "" today. 
"The only v;rwn t~ 

nemaininl from thia tf1Q b 
\30 acre$ known • the 
Ham ilton Wed,e. In 
dispug: fOT years. finally 
5ttded. and i5 nowaputof 
the Natloral Fore$( 10eated 

to file a saw. champion 
hicks, and lobby log 
stories. You could let the 
kids ride the log horses if 
they wet'en 't tOO tired from 
putting on a I S-minute 
audition each day. 

The year 1940 $1'0\' West 
Virginia Pulp and Paptr sell 
the assets ofCass to Mower 
Lumber Company, but 
only a part of the quarter of 
a million acrrs in the 
original tract. In fact, 65 
thousand acres on the 
upper end of Cheat River 
(river on top of a 
mountain). the remainder 
of the quarter mlllionllcreS 
wa s acquired by the 

j ... St off State Route 250 
near Ga\'Iru:er fire tOW.,.. 
and is hdd in H::!otrve for 
people to view narurealm. 
br5t. 

Cass, like Tioga, Diana, 
Brrgoo, Holly juncUDn, 
Jerryville, Three FOIks. ,and 
Cherry River , yie\dt:d to 
automation or lack of 
timber. Tht West Virginia. 
Legislnure , under the 
guidance of W .W . BalTon, 
and now Governor Smith. 
is trying to give the Town 

and is now 

of Cass new Ufe with an old 
time ilCenic railroad. Ust 
year J3.CXXl people plus 
the politicians, rook tlw; 
four-mile trip through tht 
switchbacks,getting ho t 
cinders in their hair. The 
rush, the Shay engines, MW 

faces have given hope to a 
dying town. The Cau 
Scenic Railr oad tull y 
developed to W Ofigmal 
style of logging such as 
existed at Camp No.5 or 
29, could be the biggo:st 
touriSt anrae-lion West 
Virginia hasevrr known, U 
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\t'll)' rim rt''Ih)n'' I hI' 
nrillln;.1 1\lh)Ilnll (111111) w 
1,"-1 OI nl\'ll lind a ll Ihrm 
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it's Ma1J9 
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LOCUst' OlED IIRI DGE 

PURL s. aua aJ ItTHPLACE Io4USEUM 

., 

""" '~', ... " ..... " .. w,, __ 

linr~, h,rnl,., lor hl<; II. 
wid, rt'1l1 <"111.11110::. d,Ud, 
~ulW:I'.llhllll~, John Rh"hk 
II r('l"n 'Ind blod e or red :md 
hlllck ch ~'Ckcr~<d .hlrts, 
liusromdtr.. I loa Jump 

I ~," :r . 
I :,.,. f' ~. 

........... '-U'I' ''''U 
1'~I'o:r ,,1"0 told t., till! 
Wt"'olo:rn M"rvl"nd Rail­
mad, 93 mUn of Incll 
Imoct {rom Spruce to Slate 
Fork down Elk 10 BcI'JjlOO. 
A PIIN of tn. radn.l " 

.~ 

" " 

NATI ONAL RAntO ASTRONOMY 
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For' a FREE 
information pack 
on attractions, 
recreati.on, and 
much more call or 
wr"ite: 
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ass Scenic Railroad Memory 
. " (un II mph , an 
«t~ppod wnh <irw, .f~ 
.nd ,educi"III&n., m.caJ 
(If 'tide rock. E~ wh£c.l 
on the-~ and ~nda n 
a dnve: whttt. IJY~ moe 
Shay uerncndous If'Kt1o0 . 
1lw:: Shay5 dunb an 11% 
gl'ack, 11 ft:c, for ncb lOO 
fec:t-a vade of 2% ~ 

50nduJ ,,~ • 
"'"p ... u­

lUlIlra.d , • 

I!ri.·.'oft, .. ,v .... t,,-",", .'"ft I 
~, .. dht .............. J'_'" '"\~ maJ(' I f'M'-OIM.UV, 

.nd Ifw: ruNIC mlol" Ihnnk 
" "UlNII.," Jim Coumock 
IIIJ Mr J,e . Crulk. hllnk, 
.nd nr, f1r:mard IJolntkxt~ 
er, It member o( the 
!Cj:il l.turc fro m C llbell 
Co unr y, And II local 
Huntington dentist. The 
IXOple who d id the job to 
.sa\'!: the greal WV lourisl 
.ltfllction. the Cass Scenic 
R.'lll road, were dlCSt' men. 

.. tt.:-...... k" ~,,~ .,..1 
"' .... -.J r..'f'ftfu.lh Ik .on ...... t .ttlJ h)' 
'I4~lI-loa, ... 10 )"( O""rr 
l~Con'r-oYin 1t,l.f2, 
n.. ",.-mJJ "''''''''rod 00 
.tu« ""' Ja~ mn)Uj:h the 
1Q.f~ and 50 .. and 
C"t~jh ~ opr,..· 
aont In 1060. n.. t own of 
c.. -ad the "Ialm IoQ:lnj.: 
Rlhoad town seemed 
do.:wnrd_ The rallra.d and 
.....e:hior .,bop "'''as sold ( 0 

\tJ.j.ac- Junk Y:ard loca~d 
~~n Bell and M o m ­
rocnnl' for .boul 550,000 
and Cass shops, cngines. 
WCTC bet"" dismanded fo r 
JUrA: .nd the town suffered 
tnUWw- un~pk>yment. 

Mr. Jim Comstock, 
" Hillbillv" of Richwood. 
alone "'im rwo pals, J.G. 
Cruilc.shanlc:.s, an Ivydale 
mrrch.ant. rurned politjc~ 
ean. along with the help of 
the WV legisla ture, 
boughr OUt the Midwest 
Junk Yard, Cass Rail road 
aJ6tU (Of $125,(X)Q o n a 
S75,CXX'J margin 0( profit. I 
w.IS a member of the 
kgisbture at me time and 
they mrtatC'ncd to ride me 
OUr of Webster Springs o n 
• raJ! (or voting to buy the 
old Mower Lumber 
Company 8$kU and the 
'('(rover 
".~If"~~~ 

By 1963. the rail road 
purchase was completed 
and accepted infO the WV 
State Park system and 
tourist tra ins were running 
halfw:1Y up C heat Moun­
tain to Whittaker Statio n. 
Five years later with ~ 
million dollars of railroad 
contracts by Mountainer 
Construc tion Company of 
C harleston and Given 
Construction Company o ( 
Upper Glade, Webster 
Count y, (D.P. Sheriff 
G iven, Herey F. Given, and 
Ralph K. Given , df>a'G iven 
Construction Company), 
the railroad was rebuilt and 
tourists were riding and 
enjoyi ng the scenery from 
Cass, . 12 \.1 miles up Cheat 
Mo un tai n , to &lId Knob. 

The last ride o n the o ld 
Mower Lumber Company 
abandoned ra ilroad tracks 
was with the 90 ton It 1 
engine in 196 1. with "Pop 
Good" or thc thro ttle, 

J)U~h".'>C (ro m MidwC5t 
link Ytl rd . TIu: III Mower 

Lumbc!r Companv r!llIrood 
cll~lnc wa!\ lnlcr painted, 
In ripiled and rcl<!tI<! rcd and 
tradL-d to the Wcstem­
Mtarvland Rtailrood Mu­
seum in Balti more for the 
biggest Shay in thc world; 

b.:tWI,XO Cut al\d Durbin. 
The IIMall:ur politician. of 
WV h...,. 1.111: r;lilroad from 
Durbin to Cheat Junction 
vanbih a5 well u d\C: 
Western -Maryland rail­
road from Elk.ins to 
Parsons . Thomas and 
Davis. The politicians of 

-'" the ,~ 
clndcn, thl: 
on topofC 
thr. _atJ:r 
will be. iJ 
the fUlUJt. 

Cass Scenic Rai 
the #6 190 ton Western­
Maryland Shay uS(,-cl to 
ha ul logs f ro m the 
headwaters of Elk anti 
Bergoo Creek to O ld 
Spruce and pulpwood that 
went to Spruce transferred 

WV never did have an., D · T. 
lo,:,grangept:'-nning. Allthc lnner raln ~ 
ra ilroads In WV are 
p:>tentiai scenic railroo.d 
am·actions. The railroad in 
my town of Webster 
Springs to Bergoo and Siat'l 
Fork would be an excellent 
scenic railroad for WV . 
and a business boom or re­
bi r th of business for 
Webster Cou nty. 

to Mower Lumber Com­
pany Railroad down Oleat 
Mountain , through both 
switchbacks and transfer ­
red to the mainline railroad 
h o m Durbin to Ronce­
verte, and re-routed to 
Covington, VA, which was 
used in the pulp and paper 
mills in Covington . The 
famo us 116 Shay was used 
fo r two years as an 
excu rsion run hom Cass to 
Durbin. The #6 was tried 
on C heat Mountain but it 
was too big and couldn't 
work prot:erly on the steep 
cu rves and was continually 
causing track p roblems. A 
fellow by the name of 
Sommerville, the railroad 
track foreman for Mower 
Lum ber Co m pany fo r 
years, had informed the 
shop people, Pop Good, 

<:ass Scenic Railrcad has 
annouoccd the schedule ""' .... and $\: 
£01 its 1989 xrit:s of ~I 
popular dinner train rides. c... 

of .... 
\umbo 
eat\y 

to Whittaker Sutlon. 
These special rum will be 
made on Saturday eveniny;s 
at 6 p.m. beginnin, ]une 
to, and will be offettd JUDe od,· 

loco< 
bau1 
haul 

and aU of 
el~ ,,"lnce~ ... . 

o...l qO\W~~.~ 

The West Virginia 
Department of Natural 
Resources has purchased 
the town of Cass and are 
rebuilding wooden side­
walks and co m pany 
houses . Cass is a real 
touriSt attraction with 
houses to rent. It is no 
longer merely a fast 
rail ro ad ride . It is a 
complete stopove r . A 
wildlife museum , nine 
modernized company 
houses for rent furnis~d 
with everything but fc:x>d, 
and can accommodate 

17 . July 1, 15 ",d 29, 
August 5 and 19, and 
September 2. 

After an exhilarating ride s~r ' 
to Whittaker Station. n~ 
passengers will be ~ted ~il 
to an old-fashioned West lo.: 
Virginia barbeque " .. ith live 
ent e rtai n m ent from vac 

. f '" varIous per ormers. h0-
b Entertainers will offet a 

variety o f p r ograms 
includi.ng old-time rail­
r oading songs , folk, k 
counny and traditional 
music . "Prices Eat t'rese: 

< 
( 

eight people. l=fo...\\ 
The Cass ShowClsc, a ~\rta"\tet StaUo"(\. . ...... . 

IOx40 scale model of the. "&.\0 ~ob ....... _ . 
town (comp\e.te. with sca\e 
0'<\'0") ",. it. <\\")~\.'[e.d \n \u> \"""..1 .. ". -., ...... . ~ .: .... o--''' ...... '~'''''' .. 



l" .nJ ()url~II' . 
,.nut'C"U f "",",-UH. I."' '' nt 
k1" ~ r •• IR-~ f m 

{\.., :'h< . .u JUn~fI".,n 
.. wdl ... Ilk­

~1'1'1 , hu,. I..., d rlul· 
tNnl EI 11\ . (0 

Th H'nllS and 
The r 'u nS f 

nt\'d' J~ M \ ' (: an\' 
II tt.< 

,/ I ,1 

IlrlHlt 11 mph . arc 
"'q UII'Pt.'Xi with lIrh'l' .. hafts 
unJ rt:du In~ )o:car .... IIls ( • .:ad 
of side rods. Every whe·1 
o n the cn~inc and tender is 
(I dn\rc wheel, giving the 
Shay tremendo us tractio n. 
The hnys clim b an 11 % 
gnldc. 11 fect (o r cach 100 
(cct-a ~rndc o f 2% i!\ 

Page. 3 

s tandarJ fur roJ I!n~incs. 
A trip on tht.: CassScen ic 

Railro .. ,d. a visit to the 
museum, the memory of 
the ra ilroad buff, the hot 
cinders. the shrill whistle 
on top of C heat M ountain, 
the sweater you forgot-it 
will be a great mcm01'Y for 
the future . 

Cass Scenic Railroad 
Dinner Train Set 

Cass Scenic Railrood has 
announced the schedule 
for its 1989 series of 

pular dinner train rides 
[0 \Vh ittaker Station . 
Th.,.., special rUns will be 
mack on Sarurday evenings 
at 6 p.m . beginning June 
10. and will be offered June 
17. July I . 15 and 29. 
August 5 and 19. and 

"'mber 2. 
After an exhilarating ride 

to Whittaker Station, 
puoenfl"" will be treated 

on old-fashioned West 
"11'1"0 ba rlxQue with live 

cn,crt.,nmen t (r o m 
.(lOU pe rfo rmer s. 

'rrcuncn ..... ,11 ffer a 
VJrlrl ()( pro~ r.m 

I .n 01.1· ,m. rail · 
.II" • tlK. fo lk. 

'0'...... " d," <> ""I 
... reV' 

I 

outings are $22 for adults 
and $15 for children. and 
reservations are required. 

Cass. West Virginia, site 
of the scenic railroad, wasa 
lumber boorv. town of the 
early 1900s, and the 
orig inal Shay steam 
locomotives, which now ' 
haul passengers, once 
hauled lumber from the 
surrounding mountain 
ridges. Lodging is now 
available from any of the 
12 restored "com pany 
houses" in the town . These 
v3c3[ion cabi ns offe r 
eve r ything needed for 
housekeeping except for 
food and per n31 items. 

To moKe. reservations or 
r additiorol IOf rmao 

call t II ret I · 
AU.-~ 

, , 
\ 

\ 



Midland Railroad 
C'OnhOu..,d FTOm ~ 1 n«: U 'r .U Vifilnla 
~iJAn.:f RatJroed "'"<,nr 
t.to opentio n (or 
r_ ~r k"n~ an J 908; 
dw tIm Drpoc: A,mr In 
\I'r'" Spnnp ""'lI5 our 
~ Urcuit c.Jc::rIc. Mr. 
G .. Jaduon 'III'ho ,,~ agent 
frOID Oaobcr 8., 1908. 
until 1915 wt.m he' was 
~ro:d postmastt'f at 
"'ctJlUT Sprlngsl WV. 

The West Virginia 
Mdand ""as owned and 
~n{ed by John I. 
McGn .. "-00 also OWl"III!d 
and opented the Webster 
Spnop Hoed, a three­
.-ror, .11 wood, 265 
bedroom hold with one of 
d.r: fim C'Mb)rl in West 

Virillua .ith excellent 
cklllnl KtVU and porters 
and bu~ (ho~ drawn 
bua»es) cornJ'ng and going 
like a worlc.mg bee hive-a 
t., ballroom withal! rhcup 
to date dance band& 
..... dy. The days 'Nefe 
Ipt.c takiDI hot .. It 
oaIpbur bod. ad Ira.din. 
aR't our then famOUI 
bo.,d .. lks known u _'1_. 

The fa-.! ...... dtuo 

b~y I~t our town of 
AddISOn at 7:20 a.m. {or 
the 31 -mile journey and 
connected with [he 8&.0 
Sl~tner OUt of Richwood 
III Holly Junction ac9:30 
a.m. The passenger train 
consisred ora narrow gauge 
(36 in.) snay o r Climax 
Engine with three passen­
ger cars that would seat 35 
~ple to the car and (or 
years they! stood in the 
aisles. Fr6ln the start the 
train n05ed its way around 
curves up and down hills 
over the tres tles , [he 
Oi(ton trestle was 87 (ee[ 
high, built out of chestnut 
poles In a 45 degree angle 
and as you crossed the 
tres:t1e you could look­
down and see the fire in 
Mike Hiner's chimney. If 
the: [rain was overloaded on 
the return trip in the 
C'vening they would stick 
00 the trestle and the 
passengers had to get off 
and walk across, so my 
eood friend Mr. Ernie 
Bopon tells me, and a story 
that hu to be true because 
It was the day before Jack 
Drmpley became world 
champion by knocking out 
"Jae" Willard in the 

fourth round of their 
championship fight It 

Toledo, Ohio, July 4, 
1919, and all this 
information was furnished 
to Mr. Gibson, the Sutton 
baseball team and band at 
Holly Junction by radio on 
Jul 5, 1919 on their rerurn 
to Sutton . 

Mr. Jackson, me Depot 
Agent who got $100 per 
month (or his services said 
Warrick Gumm cou ld 
blow a mean whistle when 
he had customers lined up 
buying tickets of any man 
he ever seen. For that 62~ 
mile round trip, Mr . 
Gumm got the full amount 
0($2.25. 

Yes, the West Virginia 
Midland Railroad and the 
Webster Springs Hotel, 
promoted by Sena to r 
Johnson N. Camden and 
Col. John 1. McGraw, who 
believed in advertising and 
placed pictures of the 
famous hotel and railread 
scenes in all subways in 
New York City; a self 
promoler with imagination 
who promoted his dreams 
imo reality and carved a 
railroad through moun~ 
tains and scenic beauty 
which sho~d a panorama 
of rural Ute at i[5 best, as 
cattle. sheep and horses 
could be seen grazing in the 
Seidl and accordiRfC to me 

,....... -~,." . ----------- "'''',,",..~ 

sc:uon, farmers could be 
~n plowing, planting or 
harvesting tTom spring 
until the first snowbll. 

On June 20, 1925, with 
many guesl5 there with the 
famed hotel open for 
summer. a fire originated in 
the south wing, quickly 
reduced the famed hotel to 
as hes. The r oaring, 
craekling flames leaped 
high into the heavens, 
lighting up Webster 
Springs to a brightness 
equal to that of noonday 
sun. Huge sparks and ashes 
fl oated a d istance of a mile 
and a half. The light 
refl ecting against a starless 
sky and the mountain sides 
looked weird and awe­
some, and the fanfare of a 
big city hotel amo~ the. 
hills disappeared and the 
tourist trade and strangers 
disappeared from our 
town. The little chug buggy 
continued with passenger 
service unriI192B.Jn 1929 
the railroad was sold, John 
A. Ford getting the section 
(rom Diana to Holly 
Junction for logging 
purposes and the remain~ 
der going to Pardee Curtin 
Lumber Company. The 
railroad served as a legend 
in its heyday and would be 
worth a fOTtum! intact 
today as the scenic 
<6ma..:ti .... 1. 

.c.!:t' .... ~~ .• _~,,\,_.a 

Whirtabr Stadon ..•• , ...•• __ • ~I.uv; 
Bald Knob ..... . ............ I . ... __ 

• 

SPOClAL SA TUROA Y 
NIGHT TRAIN RIDES 

Includes: 
West Virginia Barbecue 

Live Entertainment 
Train Ride 

jul"llt 10 and \7 
luly t , 15 and 29 
August 5 and 19 

September 2 

u BY RESERVATIONS ONLy ...... 
Adult . ....................... , ....... " .. $22 .00 
Chil d .. . ................. , ..... , ......... $ \5.00 

SPEClAL TRAINS 

SENIO R TRAIN -September 9 ... . ......... $11.00 
HALLO WEEN TRAIN - October 28 

Adults $10; Children $5.00 

o Plttaburgh 

1 

. 
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• T he Old Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 
, . d new wa,' werc being 

tiurv l llcc pod Il c:w [1"11 0 a n he Rod EII"olne$ " 'ere \~ 10 
""If I ,he yud lind mike Ihe 
d.lly run (rom Rlchw()(J(1 
10 a.Llley M illJ IOluppty a 
double blind mill wllh 75· 
M boarJ (ee t dally. AJllhe 
engines; mentioned above 
WC'I'e .scancbrd gaug.--lhe 
railroad grading was done 
by Iuond wilh picks and 
shovels and CTewS of 25 
and JO men who carved out 
:I mile of rall road grade 
with good luck in five 
working weeks. 

in 1926 Ouorky Bct.det:a in 
the dnver', &.eat and a VQ, 
trader . I Temem~ bUyu. 
Macb of lumber hurn 
him-lO much for dl~ ~ 
and ao much for tN.n ~ 
(no scale). Charley 
Hanrahan (kal.et) used to 

\ll'~l._" fNoI', Mr 
..,"" "'-............ 0"",",, • , .... , ... <1 

,..-oJ n,n-J "'., ...... , 
~:L , .. ' 

' ....... ~ .-....... ~' 
....... w- , .... - -" ... - ........ - .~ 
.. ,,,..n.;..u .~~ 
• ,--. ., ' ........ oJrrJ to, 
4"P ,...Mirn .kti. -.Jr ....... -. ....... __ 1'.:. .,." ...... ....;.,&J: 
......... 4·--. ... trrw 
.,..... --'" -.I..n tilt 
__ fI'" _, dIn .11 

__ ......... IrrL; ........ ~,,~~ 
, : .... t. OUT!tc:JlJ 

... .iM<'" ~I' ... In - .... - """'" ._c. ... IOi-n 

....., .k..lv k"N I"'" rolJ 
Jt.,.~ .nd ~ .nd al OM 
_ 011 .numC'l' dutillJ /UI 
~ canrr &II an mj:uven 
b..J ,:.,:,mmand of Ihe 
dvottk 01 .bout e\'ery 
~ '"' the Chc:rry River 
Line" (rom 1906 to 
~!inl95". 

The different forks of 
Cherry, C ranberry and 
Dogway covered with 
virgin timber was really o n 
the move from (906 fa 

1914 and at one rime h.,d _~dIo.s ~ 
-.J.~ 11.0: .. bail: 'alm 
_f ...... ad)Obo:p 
., ~ N'Om dm-n1C _ .... -P- Wood. 

\l' hen Mr . Gu mm 
~ worldni for Cherry 
Riwr Lumber Company. 
June I. 15Q6, on (~$ouch 
Fork of CherTY under me 
cu'd'nt; hand of Captain 
Cluoricy ArmJtI'ong, the 
f1IiIroad consisted of 150 
mlks of c!"IIck wirh Shay 
mptc'$No.I,Z. i .6,7,8. 
10.II,and lZ (cosrabou l 
S<f,(XX)each). and 1111 uS!ed 
at prher ,nd haul logs 
lo.ded with Barnharl 
5cmm Loaders:, con,idcred 
tOJ» I r rhar nmt'. Tht'y had 
In u,t' .r (hat time 
.pproll'ltNtdy 200 maIer 
10, arl', 100 pulp lind 
tanbark rack car' - Iht'y 
0' .... t'J.ed OV~ South Fnrk 
~ CAetT'y, North Bend, 
LaIc uuref. up HIIJs 
Creek [0 Kenison Moun­
tain, fO CranbetT'y Bottoms 
and Dogway. Dogway at 

• ..,.,..t.-voJ_~ .... ~~ .., • ...at __ ., -ort ,I.{ 

.seven ca rnp6 with al least 
100 men each with plenry 
o( work, excellent food :and 
pknry o( bedbugs. The 
shrill whisrle o( the st<'fim 
engine, the chugging o( tilt> 
Barnhart loader, the visit of 
the supply tmin which 
visited each camp once. a 
w(.'Ck with supplies, feed 
and nay (or (he horses as 
well as dothing, robacco 
and food for the men. 
Wood hicks have been 
known [ 0 stay in one camp 
as long as s ix months 
before going (0 town. 
Man y, after working six 
months have gone to town 
and blo wn six mo nths 
wages in one weekend. 

~"""l!oJ,. 5J YD', 
_ .... _ardI_~llrt' 

,.,. r.- axUt- Mv -""'"' .~ -.-
lC had a chu rch, 
big store and 75 

. W, 

Tales c:i teams of horses 

wreck, IIrc srlll vivid. Elfie develope, '!n :and t t s=~ 
&lIe \, wn,du:d the No.2 shove, II: grea 
, hal' 65 ton engine o n rna..::r. W all rnald'dl( lU~f 
Lltt l ~ Laurel and was going $trides and ~c :;. by 
up 1\ steep grade with onc maldng raliT IV ~ 
load of , n:eland the engine nand would soon dj.p" 
new up with wheds pear. New names- 1m 
spr inging fo rward,wenl Sarrani, Lew Lombard and 
back down the hill, rolled -Dick PalmeT-had appear~ 
over in :!. curve and k illed eel o n the sc;ene as railrOlld 
him. Another wreck on grading contractors. The 
Bar n a s h ee Run on fi rs t Thew steam shovel 
Cmnbcrry No. 7. 70 t~n had rails but no pads; th .. ')' 
shay with s ix loads, SIX had (our mats to move on 
t'mpdcs, a Barnhart Loader made out of 6x6 wood­
on cicln percent grode,. run the t WO surplus mats were 
.}4i mife, wrecked and killed mo ved as the shovel 
Fuchier Adams, engineer advanced. The shovel had 

ask me, "Did you cheat 
him todav?" 

Joe Taylor, conductor, its own water pump and 
Russell Berry, brakeman . pump!..oU water to make 

One would have to steam from a nearby river 
rem ember the Company o r creek and on occasions, 
/)octor, Jim McClung, whQ water was hauled in a lank 
rode engines, motor cars, on a s led pulled by horses. 
horseback, and helped and The coal (usually about 
aidcdtrn:s ick,as thequcsr four [DnS daily) was 
for virgin timber made wago ned from the dosesl 
Richwood the hardwood available supply. 
capical ofch.: nation. The .ytar 1921 saw 

During d~e 20's Rich- Cherry River Boom & 
wood waS really on the Lumber Company reach 
move with the largest Three Forks of WilHams 
tDn nery in the world, and a River and the hub of town 
clothes pin factory and the railroadshopswcre 
consuming 24-M feet o f built and the work of 
logs daily and the virgin Sarrani , Lombard and 
tim ber of all fo rks of Palmber had seen progress 
Cherry gone and the o ld move on. Appearing on the 
Shays and Rods o n the scene were new names-

Cl\erry Rivet , dunng the 
20's and 30's had two 
ttalns a day, six daysa. \\'!:ek­
to Richwood. Th~· had 
acquired new Rod Engines 
Nos. IS , 18, and 2i> which 
were used to m ake the runs 
from Three For b to 
Richwood. 1bc:ir usual run 
consisted of about 50 cats 
of logs. They always 
dropped off about lOor \2 
cars at Gauley Mills, 
a lthough George Gumm, 
on one occasion pulled 63 
from Three Forks I') 
Gauley MiUs. Ouring c~ ! 

3O's Three Forks had 
grown to quite a [own, a 
three-room school. 
church, big storeandabout 
75 houses, boarding houSt', 
n dentist, Dr. George Dyer 
(now at Beckley). a daily 
railroad bus Ihat earned 
the mail and passengers. 

~ to a new field and a Billy Hawks, trainmaster; 
terri tory of William s Joe Greer , assistant; Webb quest I 

Du rin, Hollifield. woods .uperin~ moved 1 

The virgin forest of 
Williams' IlISted approxj­

years and the 
Three Forks 

",,:il IOwn, The 
hardwood 

. r.,.e=sr= t 7 S5' 

Year 'Round Enjoyment Skiing-

Fishing. 
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The Pardee And Curtin Lumber Company Railroad 
___ :f\ 1\IIto; 

.-Wt\,. - ~"_~"I"" ,......., "-ul"ttJll lu",~r c.-c-, r~, rrornt~ d..~ 
..... __ t\'ll III 11 ... 
~ .~~-rna-

'" ~t-'U' r .... unl\. 
~_ ~ «I 10, Sfnllh .nd 

(;01I", .. n, '" h.:a 0.'111".1 low> 
.kov.n 1.'11. Rh'C'r I.' . he: 
,,-h.,I .. .sl<'n ~·' ilIj; _ Th's 
~ ... ' l>lYtn had 1M- pkJ.. lTo.n 
thr ''\I)I:;n ror~tI •. CUI only 
lhe: finNl .sn(1 w<XXI, and 
!"lid ,...., o",....,n 25 CC'nllIi 

rer It«. 
(kneral Cu rl in ... 150 

b"lIan Op..rlllllln~ In 
W.,h;ler Cou!>IY m nn e~ rlv 
d1w:, The Purd." Cur.in 
Compimv em .hou, ancb ci 
~cr~ on IXock Fork. Grassv 
Cn:<:k. Hullv and LRurd. 
This timber w 'l:'l f1o~lo: d 
down Elk to Su.ton dur ing 
CU Cl ' n 's fi rst ma jor 

npcr arion (r om \888 to 
3ppro~im~",l y \900. 

II is 001 datr .... ·h..;h of 
tho: major companln was 
Iho: first to establish a mIl! 
;n Webster Coun.y. 
howev"r . Ihe o ne a. Gaulty 
Mil\s was built 85 years..go 
by the Camden imere5tS in 

Cherry River Boom And Lumber Company 
and Bar nhart loaders .... 'en~ 
d.her sold orvidded to the 
SCl"BP pile. 

Hicta. all Mill 1iYin&.) \ 
ClIl""'t I() do a ~ 
nory ()n tht Diana 
openU()n and o'd ~ 
No. H and tho wt~ at 
Charky Makomb's \and 
C:UI. The eni,nt _1m 
Mcrchit HintS. t:!\iineu. 
Lec.'" C'kvtnil'r. memu. 
SNCk \-W.I . conduc1O\" . and. 
Ok'" Si:cmort. bnluman. 
hil a c:ow and tho. eniJ.N! 
and five loa&. or \owo 
lando:<!.;n Holly Rivet. 'it!>, 
the.t is a lot to the Diana 
~tory. but i\'5 tCNih to 
thread the n~\t and 
U5C.mble. 

conneclion "",\h lho Wo. 
Vlrl!'nia.PlInburgh 11.2;1· 
road . In 1907 thlt 
operation ""-as taken over 
by the Cherry River Boom 
and Lumber Company. 
Th" mill was oper-ated by 
that concern until 193L 
The mill, at its peak, CUt 
125,000 feel peT day . I...op 
wert h~uled from W i\liams 
and Gauley Riven, over its 
own privale railroad. with 
tf:rrninals at Three Forks 
and )errvv;lle, WV . 

Eric. ~ YArds shovel Or 
di rcher built on a log car . It 
upset ~nd scalded him 10 
death . One could go on and 

Connou ord fNm Pa~ .. 
c:;a.,;,r. _ C1.crry RI.'en 
_,....:I iDd.. Sri;:'::!! and 
~J 1"~,jk- Gaulq­
'"'iA5 t.J f~ ....... ). "'nh 
Ibr ih'ld of 19J1-the,r 
~·_llPnr.nJlhr~ 
__ ~ h.d f:.roken 
ol:l. 'U~I ~ S.rr'lt II~, 
MW'~ to be rC"palral. 
CltLnw bt.:::s~ the- Vl~1O 
ford;: "' .. !M( d~· 

"" ~ 'Ionl 1943, dunng 
t:L ~d War U 'SaW Charl~' 
~ 20 lh.t way ... 't' s l-PlI 
IOU tho: rndo{our aHoned 
~_ The 8&0 R.2i1rcad 
~ maJOr ehan~ in 
thEfr nIT"*' in order w 
moW' the: cod from this 
t«t.... The shops ~r .. 
butll at Cowm , and the 
tplr to Donaldson was 
buiL 11x old Olen y River 
hrw: (rom Donaldson to 
c.uky Mills by way of 
c.uky RIveT wu discon­
nnlled. ItnYVIJlc, by 1950 _ • boom,,,, &:Ommun· 

JI'Y . • Ithnu,th moJII or d,e 

tlmbet' "'"1lS ROnc:, the 
chll~ 10 coal had been 
,""de at tna •• imc.)erryvilll' 
had II fou r_room school, 
church. l"Bil rood yard. 100 
houses, store, board i i'l l: 
bouse and g new mining 
to wn Ln StTaigh. Creek . 
Although the great Badgen 
"''all gone, his shoes y,.-erl' 
abl\' fi ll ed by Ca r l 
Umbarger. A new name 
had appeared on the 
scene-Ray Maust, and at 
the present time he is o ne 
of the biggest o perators of 
coal in the United Stares of 
America. He is a srripper, 
guneranda man who really 
kno .... 'S ho w to get the coal. 

The o ld CheiTY River 
Boom & Lumb.!r Com­
pany was purchased bv a 
wildcatter by the name of 
Rudolph, who later sold 
the mill to Ritter Lumber 
Company, and was further 
tTansfc rred to the present 
owner , Georgia Paci fic. 
Most of the rail road is 
/lone. n.c old Sha y en jlines 

George Gumm, in 1948, 
mo...:d the b ig Shay. 100 
tons. N o . 17 from 
Richwood to Tusculusa. 
A labama, where it was sold 
to Levin MiningCompany . 
Mr. Gumm was with th .. 
bLg engine 22 days on the 
railroad to ·see that It was 
properly greased and 
St ayed tWO we;:ks after 
arrival to make sure old 
No . 17 was in good 
working order . 

one about Ray MaUSt , the 
blowing of ~ b ridge at SlatY 
Fork, the strike at 
Jerryville, and the Gauley 
River dynamiting of No. 
48ZinOctolx.>r1954.Talk 
about many wrecks such as 
rod engine No. 18 out of 
Straight C reek. In fact, a 
book could be compiled 
worthy of anyone's time. If 
you are really interes ted, 
here are five men srill living 
who started with the old 
Cherry River Line in 1906. 

Another mill of impon-

Sk".lu. ntal the Bnnon-
Nichola~ Count'j h~. ,",'U 

the sire of a hr'l.e mill ", .. ma 
C:'l)llCit.,. oi 10,000 feet 
daily. A \\alTO'" y,a~ 
f1u\f()3d connet.~ With the 
6&.0 and ole. PitlSburgh 
Railroad at Erbacofl. This 
was knO""n as the o.V\S­
Eakin Lumber Companv 
Mil\, 

ance was built at Arcola 55 
years ago. which cut mOTe 
than \50 million feet of 
lumber dUTlng i~ open.. 
tion, This mill was owned 
and 0:rerated by the 
Howar Lumber Com­
pany. At its peak they 
employed 150 to ZOO men 
and their tap~citY was 
35,000 feet per day. Their 
timber stood principallv on 
Gaulev Ri"er and .... ·as 
hauled from Bolair o'ICr a 
narrow gauge railroad. (See 
Charley Sandy, Bo1air, for 
informatiOn penamLng to 
ra ilroad engines and 
loaders.) 

Wainvilio: was the sIte r:i 
the Webster Lumber 
CompanV Mil\, To thread 
the needle hete h 
impossible. It ch.n"ed 
hands ftequentlv-hom 
Brook.s to H.annont, to 
Ha\\ , to S.A.. Monon. 

Eibacon was '!he "5;.e"ce 

When Nos. 3 and 26 
yielded to the scrap or sale, 
they puochased a starn 
Malle y. No. 4 82 fo r 
haulage o f co al fr o m 
Jerr yvill e a nd S trai ght 
C reek to Co wen . 

The last man to yield to 
death o n the old Cher ry 
River line was Grover 
Hamilton on the South 
Fo rk o f Cherry, September 
4. 195 4 . II was a s team 

I am sure anyo ne of the 
fo llo wing, Earl W ebster , 
Richwood, retired shop 
man; Ray Bryon , engineer , 
Richwood; Walter Strat­
o n , somewhere in the west; 
Artenier Ramsey, engineer, 
R ichw ood; and George 
G um m of Webs t er 
Cou nt)'. could gi.ve you 
hours and hours r:i detailed 
in formation. 

H.B. Nichols, Whill: 's 
and Henry Cool operated 
the mill and nanOW \1,au~ 
ra\\road at Diana. wlth a 
capacity of IS.COO feet pet 
day . (See Goodridv.e 
White. H. .B. N\cho\! .. 
Stuck Ha\\, ot Me.c'n.k. 

o~ \umOent'4 b'! \-\"nl'f 
Wagg'i ",nd 'n.'>s son, 
Wi.\\i.am. tt.e \"t.t'rte~ and 
rndbthe.t 0\ ~het:ru\\ 

Can"' ..... u.ti\ On " a.9."" to 

--

(First Restaurant on Rt. 15) 
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• Pardt!C! And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 
~...NF..-I""'" • ..,. ... _ _."OIW ... 
~"''\Tlw~ 

.. , .• ",.. II dwy ......... OU I I" 
huun , ......, " 'en' .110 .. ..:<1 
~ II Ih.-y ,,*INI H 
an. bc4\)", I\00I' thol V alii .,1 • Jar Th<: loackr n\lln 
.." 53 • dl Y. ronductOt' 
. S! .5O. ~ hookt'f $2.25, 
fi~WI 51 .75. Each man 
F-,...,d (rom 45 ( mU (O 50 
~~ • day fof bo.rd ;Uld 
room. Ho..-"vel. IDe l rain 
Cft''''$ could SlOp and ear al 
any loe nmp wich no 
dI.~ .... 1I log ClImpi had 
~ I1nesr of food, long 
rable5 .. ith twO or [hr« 

.. ..w" ........ l<)t~ 
~ ... "'--' 11;-

n" •. "'~ , .UI'1' 
~ c..c-, .... 
... ..,.,..- .. n. b 

~ fOIl .... Ilr«i 
~_ J \l'1't.ur 
C ••• t, 'J , •• t-IOt,,11 
........ to 'f'OY lRirIhl fu lly 
~u· 1M Plfd« 
c.n. IIiMorr makin, _ . n. lnilrrnaDOll 

Idnds of meal, jdlie$, 
honey. molasses, or just 
. boUI anflilin g you 
wanl..d. Sleeping condi­
Dons .. 't'R' ah"ays poor. 
&dbug~ and graybnc/cs 
mad", In., using of Ipmp oil 
rofPray your Oed necc5$a'1' 
for II good nighr's sk ... p . 
The long winter ellt'nings 
""ere spent spinning taU 
llI ies of elluy description . 
~ Gadd and orhers used 
II) make the rounds to the 
camps selling dorhing, 
'ol'3ftho, etc. Some hallt' 

..w~ brm~ 
.Hr; ~ tht hdp .nd 
~ of \l'eb5ut c.o.u.n-'. ___ otixns. 
n.- peop.: ~ clecply ----""""", "" ____ ad /.cjmdI of 

Jocp.q. Sha, ~gincs . 
.-cnal Lfc and ,,,,jnJ; ___ "IM~ 
.... of atl, ~wmill 

..... --" 181 J, T.ytor Courory. 
Gniu.I. WV, rk Plrd« 
c..c. l:ompuIY JUned a 
••• 11 uwnllll wh ich 

IIW) one: 01 the 
~"Ii lumbering Ind 
..-, c:omparur$ in the 
.-mW...uV ...... 

known to peddle 
(a high powered 
make the hids ' 

wander to 
,wn as mey 
RIchwood, 
Front 

• . , , 

-,,10'1. , ... lim l , hi! d~"lIe. , SI ... ya could m.,k~ 111Il" 
Junl,vd ' 0) .. ( ... ,y, .n.1 wc: r" lu",ncy 10 Ik ' I(I;·M) htlt! ,lid, 
unhurl , )hn SOIlhll, ('IIC 0.)( ,,,,w "",I Ihlll hn,.,.e. By ,hc 
,h .. fl n"'iI III )6" I:>I"IIC' cnJ Q( 1929 " ilihe COrlln 
r'l lro-..J hull,It"jI . II'lIlloerc<:1 ClIlllnei hud m,we II !O 
,hf, en~Inrtl .nd 1(>AIlcrupln Oerll()(l and the Well! 
on .. dll.y and shlpp"J , he", VI'Il lnb Mldlhnd wa~ 
l:uck to ,he Curlin shop, oomlnll'O an end. 

It! " ..,el che .;hall<'fl1OC .... d 
r ~bo..lld d,e mill. Th" mill 
... ... ~ .0 _ 11 :dwtnl,kd 
u,,,je' 'h~ Kultk lln ..,.o( Mr . 
Corkin . chat thev ~ .. 
""rm:l\ cullhe flrll day and 
In IelII t~n 1 ZO (bv" both 
sid"" ",eft running. 

Th" mill r~n from 1942 

~".l Pf<>duO;:Uun. l)". 
!!UPUboo.. .. d.~ 
fr..m • hl\4h 0( a>ppI'OU ..... 
,.,Iv 1,800 10 ~ 2SO 
peo!'k. Co.l produalon .. 
M\1l . hw: wi th Ike I...cwu. . ~ 
for mer fomball co.d. -.i 
c Oil str ipper, f' ortl 
Pick e," , How m ... eh 
produ:.tlo n he It(lI; ~ 
unknown to thi$ wri~ 

wher" they we.e r<:pa lred TI.e lUI pIIr, of 1929 and 
and pul back In operation . ,,~rly 3O's uwFlem WHlIOn 

Th" No . .of "ngin", run by ~nd Ed Cot:hr:>d 51:1\1 10 
11ld"n Brown, ftrelT\lln, Olnna wilh Ihe No. I 
Walt Good. conductor, ""gine 3nd Bill Skidmore, 
Bob Mullins (Riled to lake engineer (0 pullil-oe st~"C1 of 
sand on the head of Anglers ,he W""I Virginia Midland 
Creek and the: t'lline and to Webster Springs .. A Mr. 
12 loads left ,he track and Coalsllaw, who b,d Ihe 
upset. All men jumped original tilt:el for rhe. Wesl 
from the crain 10 s;lfety. Virginia Midland R:ulrOAd, 

The No.5 engine, Nn by was there on that gloomy 
Von Oark Dnd fireman morning and shed a fl.""" 
John Pelit and No.7, Nn tears as Ihe history of n 
by 1.«: Cole and Roy n."lrTOW gaUl:e passenger 
Sparks and Bob Warbul- railroad was coming to an 
ron andJoc Roberts. loader end . . 
men. and FICin Wilson, The Pardee C urnn 
conductor had D run awny Lumber CompDny bought 
in the i,ollow abo ve me orginal passenger train 
Lcillasy on Mcadow C rl. ... k. and coaches and it was used 
Von CL1rk jumped from for several years as a work 
the No.5 engine, hit a (fL'C train from W e bs ter 
and killed himself. The Springs to Bergoo. 
others made it to safely. The mill 31 Bergoo was 

The C urtin operation in built by a millright, from 
Nicholas was big, employ· Louisiana, by the name of 
ment good, IWges cheap, Harry Mitchell. He was in 
Jiving condit ions a lso Bergoo It-ss than IWOyt!3fS. 
cheap. Old General C urtin The mil! was in full 
wa s considered 1n operatio n by April 19Z9. 
honorable man . H e "Mitchell," who was 
ca ncelled many Store considered ont of the best 
accounts at the end of each at mat lime , made but one 

He also paid hospital mistake. He had been 
(or many of his building mills in the 

employees. How well he western S(ates for hemlock 
with Thornt and sor~ and he failed to 

10 1945. mainl y from 
timber on Ihe Back Fork of 
Elk nnd pointa Mountain. 
The mill finally d 05"d in 
1945 and the mill aSoSc:t!I 

sold to Harrison Lumber 
Comp~ny of Arkansu. 
The o ld e~ines were $old 

bUI t wO\Jld efll lTt ~l~ 
apprQll.imately 100 ("'" 
per dav . 

to Midwest Steel and Junk 
of CharleSIOn, WV. The 
engines were cut up and 
loaded \ll old Red o..k 
Minc. II was indt....,d a SId 
day in the hi5tory of 
narrow gaUlle r:lil roads 
when Ross Rov ran old No. 
\2, with the smokesla.c.k 
and other parts Ilone, from 
Red OaK down throlilth 
Bcrfoo. across the riller to 
the old mill site, where tile 
lXlTt5 were latcr IiOld 10 Ely 
TIlOmas l..um1x:r Company 
of Fe n wic k. Ni cholas 
Cou nty. 

Bergoo No. J" from 
1935 to 1959. was a ra1her 
good mine with .. IIfetilTlll: 
ptoduetion of 6.4985~J, 
IOns. II wu a thrivlllR 
mining lown with 10 
houSC!l, compony !Ion.:, 
school, church, aml union 
hal\, "The: tillli~ OUI of 
Websler Sprin!0:5 kept d-.: 
road hot bringing In., 
min~"Ts 10 town and back 10 
spend their money. 

The No. S mine .... ":tsonly 
in opt."'fation from 1945 t<1 
1950, with a production of 
501,180 tons. 

Britton Nt;1. 1 from \9'\) 
to 1943 n~'VeramOtintedIO 
a whole 101,10,118 tons. 

The No. 9 engine is aH 
that remains from a k-gcnd 
of narrow gau!...:: engines. [t 
is sn.1l in operation and 
being UtiCd as a tOuriSt 
attraction in the state of 
Marvland. 

Britton No. I, from 
1943 to 1959, productd 
3,664.585 tons, and was a 
great 5ervice to the poor 
(Xople. The v.-aSle or bone 
coal rejected by the washer 
and dryer was uscO by 
about aU the people 
Webster 

The Curtin 
be wrin.:n 

comment about the coal 
in terest and produCtion. 

neora 
bone , 

p;.~uccd "froIT 
1947, 205,534 tOlll, 

Bergoo was on its 
destination to a lifetime: 
cutting of over 190 million 
board {tet. 

The Golden Ridg~ o r 
Bethlehem Steel Mine, 
located opposite Parcoal 
was Ihc firS( major coal 
operation within Wd)iler 
County. Thc:y had their 

The Curtin storY"'""Dll1J 
not be complt~ ... ·jthout 
mentioning the (om~1\~ 
store. Somcont WIatt I 
song about loading 16 tOIlS 
of coal and beIng one day 
old and deeper in debt, and 
wound up by 51'1'111& he 
owed his sole to the 

The fU·5[ log camp. run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
MiU Run and the lieCond 
one by Ira McOuna. near 
Parco.1. From there. 
Curtin moved [0 Leamer~ 
wood .nd in '33 and ']4 

power plant, motors , 
_ .. _ Goodwin cutting 
machines. 1D operation ran 
for IOI'DC 15 yean. yet. IItde 

of d\l", mk!.e Is 
this 

• • 

, 

, 



1~''''' _ 
c--. __ tI)~ 
............... '-l 
..... ~II. tWnun\ 
,... ... C..I ~ .w 
c--- Tha ... * .... ... 
..... ~.~ Tlu. .. . .. cn·~P. 
,-. ./1064 rn_ron'llOn. 
..... tIw _ oprnDDnJ 
~ J~ n*oaJ mpMS 
-t WWI"'&< ... rL tnd.: 

tIII)noC$ mu Iftm 
_e' ~, 

fie-. , :i&toa., dlll\"In@ 
.8.trpl. -~ 
." Gcoen! Cumn It 

A..cIa'J Cted: md he 
~ _ lft1port1n roll 
.&.;,.__ duo,. C\,rtln 
.. ~."t"f Th~ Nicholas 
opn_ fWlwllfl IOSNIy 
~.-tSo_ 6IHeu1u. 
No 6" C&mu. 1"boe No. J 
_ !l Shay (25 Ions) _ 

gcd (CJt~or l:WfinlUP 
...d nu. made narrow 
... ,..,0Id Mcory that 
wo.&d br turd to equal 
• ,...hcn- d.c in WUI: 
y ...... 

nvt Jo.d"" 0('1/0", ",.,th 
1ft Amcnt..n Lot Loackr 
cath. 9ITf'C rcqu.ra:t t(J load 
2 .. an fur • day'. work 
f:at b ttl .;t.nwIU'd of 
.IJT"'~ltJUI'..tr l ,cnJ (~L 
The ftIIlnft'I rl"Crl\Otd tOp 
.... uS)per~vk,.r 10 

A 
~ of Alben 
detided to SCt a 
yarded b.ck his l6-(oot 
lop for a few days, :md one 
day the Hominy Falls Mill 
CUt 78,COJ (eet in 10 
hours. This ~cord stands. 
as alqmd o(history, as the: 
mDSl CUt In anyone day 
dUl'"ing the Currin opt!ra­
nons in Nicholas County. 

The nilroad, in lJ¢p 
Well, near Summersville, 
was a bU5Y plact" wich 
Sh,ny engines, black 
smolcc. and shrill whistles. 
Shay engines No.3 and No. 
9 were trying to put an 
Ameritan steam loader up 
• Ktcp lrack in Deep Well 
liollow. Engine No.3, run 
by Jim John.son and No. 9, 
run by Harry Butcher, Jack 
Zonhber. conductor. Lewis 
Grtgory. tOOIl hooker, Ill'W 
up with full SII:ilm ahc:.d 
and came back down out of 
tl~· hollow, Upst:I both 
ml(llld ~nd II.- fnadt'r. All 

• 

,,~r 1928 "' ..... tilt' 
ood, and "L r"W 

limbt'r JWppelr and the 
ducc n\1I~ of Ilominy 
Fall~, Coal Sidlnll, and 
Curtin ClIme [0 an end. 
Arm Wtl.songotthenodto 
pullllnkc:s and embark to 
ikrgoo, Wt'bslt'r County; a 
task thM requiroo many 
hours of planning, and 
approximatdy thn:e ytars 
10 do. The SICel ..... as pulled 
and the 10 Shays, the No. 
8, HeIsler, and the No. 6 
Climax wen: brought to the 
Curtin Mill site 10 make 
ready their journey to 
BerR'OO. 

A special »&'O RaUrOLld 
car wa~ built with a narrow 
pub"\! nack and the Shay 
engines were run on the 
8&0 car for shipmenl to 
Palmer, in Braxton 
County. The journey from 
Palmer, to Webster 
Springs, to Bergoo, o"er 
the WVAM Railrood , was 
something 10 be talked 
about . Some of the engines 
Stayed in Palmer as lont: as 
ten years. The fall o( 1928 
saw Rem Wilson and 
George King journey to 
Diana 10 boer tl-.: ~. 1 
engine, the first 10 ~rrive in 
Webster Springs. This 
engine, used exclusively for 
the laying of Stl'el. was 
ddayed II few days 10 

Wtbstcr Springs a .... 'Ditin~ 
the ..:omf'k'l:ion Of the third 
rail 0 the Weste rn 
M~r~'land R:lilnl'..J 50 the 

" 

TI\(~ first log a mp, run 
by Bill McCourt, was on 
Mill Run and tht' second 
one by Ira McO unl!, near 
Parco a!' From there, 
Curtin moved to Leather­
wood an.:l in '33 and '34 
crosscd l.c:lthc:rwood onto 
Gauley as (ar down' as 
Jerryville, and in ' 41 
crossed Point Mounlain 10 
Back Fork. The $lime shay 
enboines and loaders used in 
Nicholas were US<.'d in this 
operation . 

Sox Riley was the mill 
boss with Windy Rose on 
one side and Harry 
Duckworth on the other. 
The lumberyard was so full 
yoo could hardly flOd 
room (ora lumber stll(.k. A 
major porlion o( Ihe 
lumber wa.:> exported to 
England and France, with 
John T. AIcod: ~ New 
York serving as broker and 
featuring ..... ide poplar 
boards used in England and 
France as paneling. 
The~ mill burned 8t 

daybreak in April 1941 
(unknown day). By 1942, 
th rough the effon s of 
A. W. Corkin, with the 
help of Shony Reese 
d rafting. the mill was 
rd)lult . Mr. Corkmg. who 
was formerly with Allis, 
Chalnll.!r'S, as 76, (rom 
sunny Ca lifornia , and 
r~lrl.J when he was callc:d 

-'n;;-cuwn .'''V ,,, •. d.1 
ht ... ,.lIm ilL h"'tlk (<lfm 
• lId wnliM br w",nh., ",I 
ulr 111111 ny 1x"'1~ ... " .. U\ tho> 
United SUII N 

oppo6lfe 
WIIS the flrst mala r 
operation within Webster 
Cou nty . They had their 
own power plant, motors, 
and Goodwin cuttin g 
machines. Its operaoon ron 
for some 15 yt:1'lrs, yet, linle 
history of this mint' is 
known to this ..... riter, 
because Ihey ..... ere an out of 
stale corporation. 

Parcoal, or Bergoo No. 
1, as opcrared by C urrm 
from 192Q to 1936, 
produced a lifetime 
production o( 995.404 
lon5. 

Barton or Bergoo No. 2, 
from 1930 10 1954, 
p roduced a llfetime 
lonnage of 7.900.376 IOns . 

The mining towns from 
1930 to 1954 has made: a 
complete chnnge. The 
Pardee Curtin home office 
is now located there as wC'l I 
as an all declric sawmill A 
major portion of the cool 
company houses are OWfll!d 
by individ~ls and a large 
percentage o( the popula­
tion no ..... work for priVllte 
mdusrry or survive on 
pensions. 

Bergoo No. 3 o r 
Leatherwood, ..... hich is 
considered Bergoo. had a 
Ii(etime proouctJon, (rom 
1931 to 1947 , of 
2,6'n.772 tons . At one 
time. there ..... as an 
esti mat ed payroll of 
$200,000 monthly from 

. 
• 

..u OJ1'W" ' ... -t t", 

.hou. all d. PIOf'k '" 
Web.t.r Countv . .. 
"me or a.nothu lArtt .. .t""'-- __ 1 __ 

,o~ 

0Dl be comP~ 
mcnuonLng the '-PIn" 
IIOfe. Someone "''T<Xr • 

K'ng about la.dlng 16 tons 
d coal and bc:mg one w.~ 
old and deeper in debt. uwl 
wound up by A'flOI he 
owed his IoOle to the 
company 5tOre; a true 
story. Some people ..... orkt11 
every day in IN! minaand 
got more OUt o( the 5tol"\' 
than they earned. 
Th~ old scrip Story (buy 

cigaretteS (or $1.00 IXf 
carton and sell them for 
$1 .50) applies to many 
othe r ilC'ms , and the 
sharpies J()\O>'fL t(l'o\'fL took 
ad\'anlage of the opporrun­
ity . About everybody in 
lo ..... n took scrip. if thty 
could get il cheap enough 
It ~nt right back to thC" 
company Stort and they 
bought meats, groc~rles , 
furnirur~, and gas. It ~'8Sa 
way for th~ miners to get 
medicine Of any omer 
,",,'arthy purpose. Tht'y used 
to piay poker at Bergoo IU1d 
Barton and scrip played thr 
slime u cash. It served a 
purpose on Elk River as 
kgal tender . 

Mr. Orkney, (rom our 
rown of Webst<T Springs, 
has worhod a U(etimt' for 
Curtin-first as !l lumber 
salesman_ In 1927 ht (lImr 
10 WebslerCounrYIiUtOI"\' 
manager, bUYing .nd 
runn''''g thl: Currin $Iort 
until rdin'ml""t Thlo'Y haJ 
Coarlnucd On PIp It 
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• 

P;~dee And Curtin 
Lumber Railroad 

Pa e 5 hours. If they were o ur 13 
Continued Fro?, . gg in hours they were allowed 
Waggy , nWV Th~elder eleven. If they loaded 24 
Ch3r1t:'S,ron'ed 10 thousand ars before noon they sti!.l 
Waggy oggM" I' Run got a day. The loader man 
acre; o n ISSOUf. $3 d d 

The Birch Valley ~Q{ a aYt .con uctor 
Lumber Company was a $2 .50, tong hooker $2.25. 
b' operation at Tioga for fireman $1.75. Each man 
II! paved from 45 cents to 50 many years. d ~ be d d 
I bring you this brief cents a ay or ar ~ 

inrrodLCtion of Webster room. However, the train 
County's lumbering crews could sropan,d eat at 
industry so you might fully any log camp wuh no 
apprecia te the Par~ee charg~. All log camps had 
Curtin history makmg the fmest of food, long 
story. This information rabIes with CWo or three 
would have been imposs- kinds of meat, jellies, 
ible without the help and honey, molasses, or just 
cooperation of Webster about anyt~ing yo~ 
Couney's senior citizens. wanted. Sleeping condl­
These people are deeply tions were always poor. 
m[ercs[«i in restoring the Bedbugs and graybacks 
D"adinons and legends of made the using of lamp oil 
loggIng, Shay engines, to spray your bed necessary 
acttal life and living for a good night's sleep. 
COndItiOns 10 the rugged The long winter evenings da,. or early sawmill were spent spinning tall 
opniiO lU_ tales of every description. 

In I 73, Tavlor County, Lee Gadd and others u",d 
Gn,i n, WV, the Pardee to make the rounds to the 
Cot"", ComfCIny ' .. ,mod. camps selling clothing, 
" .... 11 .. "mill which "'at hes, etc. Some have 

'Ud Into " .... ,,( the h....,n known to rx'tlJI. 
lum! "1l1~ .nJ "CJC<lIJ!O" Co hl~h I ,w.noJ 

ornp.nin In tl.. nu(l) t"",, n"ke the hkb' 
lQIrof"'nl VlflUUoI rlle III"UilIIlIflUn l4t1nJl"r h) 

~ h-om Ir mlanJ, L.n~')" n U" fht"\ 
II ,~ .. < In.. R" h"" ... 1. 
th" (" f'runc t" 

LO' ! kll', 

, 
\ 

• 

--- .... 
men reali zed the danger, Shays 
jumped to safety, and were: 
unhurt . Jim Smith, o ne of 
the finest in 36'" gauge 
railroad building, gathered 
the engines and loaderupin 
one day and shipped them 
back to cite Curtin shop, 
where they were repaired 
and put back in operation. 

The No.4 engine, run by 
Tilden Brown, fireman, 
Walt Good, conducror, 
Bob Mullins (ailed '0 take 

. sand on the head of Anglers 
Creek and the e~ine and 
12 loads left the track and 
upset. All men jumped 
from the train to safety. 

The No.5 engine, run by 
Von Oar k and fireman 
John Petit and No.7, run 
by Lee Cole and Roy 
Sparks and Bob Warbut­
ton andJoe Roberts,loader 
men, and Flem Wilson , 
conducto r , had a run away 
in the hollow above 
Leivasy on Meadow C reek. 
Von Clark jumped from 
the No.5 engine, hit a cree 
and killed himself. The 
ochers made it to safety. 

The Curtin Operation in 
Nicholas was big. employ­
ment good, ""!lo. cheap, 
I ivi ng condit ions also 
choop. Id (}.,neral urnn 
\\ as conSidered )n 
honorable nun. He 
~.\n..:dlcJ m:tn\ ~h'rc 
.~~~Unh..n the ton..! ~ t e.-.::h 
'<Of H ... 1 ... , fCll.1 h.. plt:>1 
hIli t..>r n"n,' IV hI> 
m\I~"'« t~,.. ..~II .,.. 

alone with Thorn. 



.... .rnT"<1 n \' 
t~ t ,,~-.s -n,,·_· 
u~hr .n 

Inawha unty, and 
J Th. assetS were used 
hdl' bu and in tall a 

blnJ mIll at Sutton. C urtin 
ho.:l thcar fir t band mill in 
Bra t n unty about 
I 

The year 
Curan m \"c 

U d "Ul'tl'; al1 l;l gr<JYO<H ... K t> 
l1l(u.1t' the u~ inJ( or lamp oil 
to tipnl y your b<...-d n t,.'C(:ssary 
(""r 11 J,C()od night's s leep. 
'11't: /onJ( winte r evenings 
were.' spent spinning ta ll 
tnlcs of every description . 
Lee field and oth 'r:; used 
to mukc the rounds to the 
nml :it scllinR c l thing, 

wfll; hcs, e tc. Some have 
been known to peddle 
'f corg ~II (:1 high powered 
snu ff) [hat make [he hick.' 
imagination wander to 
drcamL,nd, known as they 
U-Pine-!nn in Richwood, 
the Greasy Front in 
Webster Sprin gs , or Hell's 
Half Acre and the saloon in 

railroad bus m.ade daily 
runs, from Curtin to 
Brock's bridge and back, 
hustling the public, log 
hicks, and mail to and from 
the camps. The main line 
engines ran from the three 
mills to the railroad 
junctions. The old Shay 
went up the steep hollows 
and gathered the logs for 
the mills. At Curtin, 
Hominy Fall, and Cool 
Sidang, the band mills were 
cultan!! away dnil , each 
tryang to ouro the other. 
The av=1!C Cut for a I -
hour dn~ "-J' , leet 
Tht" H"mlnl tall hId., ,II 
r l rJ, ,\ felk \\ b\ the 
""me' I .. \ I -ft b h 

in the h O\\'JW 
Leivasy on Meaw, 
Von C 1ark jum 
the No. 5 cogtnc, 
and kille.d him 
others made it to 

The Curtin ope! 
Nicholas was big, 
mc:nt good, wagl 
living conditicl 
cbeap. Old Gene 
was considc: 
bonorable 
cancelled 
aCCOunts at the 
year. He also 
bills for 
employees. 

along 

of a 1 
Gener al CW'tID, 
the minds of 
today. 

The year 1 
hardwoods 
timber disap 
three mills 
Falls. Coal 
Curtin came 
Flem Wilson 
pull stakes and 
Bergoo. ebs 
ta that rcq 
hours f pi 
npp ~~nu~h 
td .The 
nj th~ I 
. H I 

lam 
umn 

res \ 
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I I r IInorlY 
11111(. .ntl 

("( til 

1/1 "V1r111 
('0', I .. ,,' 

tlom,"y I-all, an «. 
Shlll1", th band m.1i w'r 
• uflll1J,! away dally, e ch 
Iry.nl( 1<1 outdo the oth 'r, 
fl, •• '"I'raW' ell for a 10-
hour .!,.y w.J ,000 ~ t­
Il,,· 11".nJny .Ii hoI II 

r or I , A (.'II"w by he 
n.lln" ,,( A I rt Lynch 
I., • I. I CI A.' ., r ord, 

r. 
or j.. J h,l' k h. J 6-fr 

'lI( (ur;J :'W d· y ,an one 
lay rf Hornlny Fall Mill 

HI( 7.000 (.. 10 10 
h',ur , Thl r 'C rd :m • 
I 'J 'Col: 'n of h tOl"', U he 
mJ ~ 

h n 
c, 

'llU1~' cnI;irlcs , ...... ,J 
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-hoy ould make their 
Journ 'y to Bcrl!OO nnd their 
ne w and lost hom '. By !he 
end (19 29 oi l the urtin 
engines had mode it to 
Bergoo and the West 
Virginia Midland waS 
coming to an end. 

The I. t part of 1929 and 
early 3Q'ssaw Flem Wilson 
and Ed Cochrad sent to 
Dian. with the No. I 
engine and Bill Skidmore, 
engineer to pull tl-£ steel of 
the West Virginia Midland 
to We ter Springs. A Mr. 
Coalshaw, who laid the 

rigin.1 reel (or the West 
irginia Midland Railr d . 

there n that gloomy 
morning and he<! a fev.' 
I Ihe hi ry of • 

~' n er 
min t n 

" f 

to meet the chal\~ 
rebuild the mill. li 
was so well as 
under the guideline: 
Corkin , that tl-£~ 
normal cut the firs~ 
in less than 120 da 
sides were runninl 

The mill ran fu 
to 1945. mainl 
timber on the Bad 
Elk and Pointa N 
The mill finally 
1945 and the 111 
sold to Ha rrisoc1 
Company of ) 
The old e ~ines 
to Mid .... est ~eeJ 
of Charleston. 
Olgines '" ere C\I 
loa. ed 01 
Mine. 1 

In 
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flO rrOW ga uge:: passenger 
rntlroMJ was min g to an 
" d . Th Pard e urtin 

r m ~ny bought 
rll no l 'ng r train 
,h and I wrul used 

v ral y ra M a wo rK 
(r m W ebste r 

rgoo. 
m,lI [Bergoo was 

m,lIrigh , fr m 
y ch n me of 

h II. was an 
th;)n two years. 
wa an fuB 

o n b April 1929. 
hell," who was 
-r ne of 

unc, rna e bu one 
He h d bc:1:n 
mill he 
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day in 
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when R 
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n 10 '41 
lOt 

he! 1, 
d m r 

10 hi r I 

null 



.. u tnr ~Ufnn 

m--.k U h' 
«he" \'( ' ('"'of 

,!oJlanJ " • 
..,.J 
"I~_ ."J 

\t ',/ 

co 11"lCC.'t Ihl' ch~lIcn.:c nnd 
rehulld lill.' Inili. TIH! mill 
,, ~ ~t) wc II nSSCITl bled 
un..ler Ihe J.:ulddinL'S or Mr . 

lrLIO. IhlH they ha I n 
r'k"lm1",1 ('ut the firs t day :md 
on k _ I"'''' 12 days. both 
dd ,,'\.' rc running . 
Th< mill ran from 1942 

I 1". mainly from 
amber on Ihe Back Fork of 
EJ and P inrn Mountain . 
n.c mill fi nally closed in 
10<1 and the mill assets 

d to Harrison Lumber 
Com ny of Arkansas . 
n.c old cl1!ines were sold 
10 lodwe5t reel and Junk 
of ~rksl n. WV. The 
cn~ .. ere cut up and 
Iooalal ' 1 old Rod Oak 
\It"" I.. rndeed a sad 
Jo III lhe hrsl"'Y of 

~uwe raIlroad 
• R ... n old o. 

"" lhe ,mole I -k 
r .. tt."tc.~, rom 

.10 .. " (hrouwh 
IJ,c ," .... It> 

"" r' 1 
10 th 

II 

It 
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: o al produ tion . Th e 
population has dropped 
from a hi~h of approxima_ 
tely 1.800 to about 250 
people . Coal production is 
sti ll alive with Ike leWis. a 
former football coach and 
coa l stripper, fr o m 
Pickens. How mu ch 
production he gets is 
unknown to this writer 
but I w ould estimat~ 
approximately 700 tons 
per day . 

Bergoo No.4. from 
1935 to 1959. was a rather 
good mine with a lifetime 
production of 6.498.554 
rons. It was a thriving 
mining town with 70 
houses, com pany store, 
school. church. and union 
hall. The taxis out of 
Webs~r Springs kepI the 
road ho t bringing the 
miner to town and back to 

pend their mo ney. 
The o . 5 mine wa a ni 

penlll n from I 45 t I 
1 • with n produ n n 
S 1.7 tnn 

1It"",n ') I m I 
In I ) m" cr am lUOic II 

.. h"k- I It . 1 .17 (,'" 
!'fill .. " I. I 

I l h' I ~ r oJ" 
'. I InA . nJ .... 

I' Ih or 

... 
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t (! ~o 'we. f Stcd And Junk 

u. ... "111. W v The 
0' hArk (1.111. • . 1 

" "~(C ·ul up Imu 
/"':i~ ... , ,,,IJ Red . k 

fir". It \\ I' InJeed n , d 
I.L1 III ,h~' h lNHlry or 
n",r-nH \ ,.:nu~"" f,lt l ronJ 
"In-'\ It"".) R(~ rM~ old Nll. 
fp o '\trh the:' .. m o kc'lU" k 

. tthf\~fH:,r l 1f t ~, 'WH.· , fr' III 
R",I .~ d.",,, ,h 'ou,:" 
f\rf ~ '. r,), .. the; flvcr en 
"". ~,'J mill ""~. ",here, he 
~(I ''''fc I.,,," . >Id Il) Iy 
1 h ./Il.,l umber ' ml ny 
", len\\1 k. ,hu l" s 

4. unn 
The 'll '''II,ne I nil 

, .... , f('ftl III. t m n k1-",nd 
" r1' \\!:lU .:nll,nes. It 
., , II "' 0 ' r 30" nu 

In' u a [ ur t 

n n In the [(e 
J 

ould 

produ cn o n o r O.Wts,55 4 
tons . It w as n thriv ing 
mln l n~ to wn with 70 
house. com pa ny Stun.: 
chool. chu rch , anu u nio~ 

hal l. 1ne t axis Out of 
Webster Sprin l(S kept the 
,nd hot b ri n ging the 
rn l n r S to town and back tu 
pend their money . 

The No. 5 mine was only 
in operation from 1945 to 
1950. with a pr duCtion of 
50 1.780 tons . 

Britton No. I from 194-1 
(0 1943 neVer amounted to 
a wh Ie lot. 10.178 tons. 

Britt n No. 1, from 
1943 to 1959, produo..>d 
,664,585 tons, and was a 

great service to the poor 
·ople. The waste or bone 

c al rejected by the washer 
And dryer was used by 
about all the people in 
W ebst:e r County, at one 
time o r anOther. Large piles 
of bone coal remain today. 
It was used for 

Illl'n om 
rc 2 



14r I no 
Th urtH' tory ould 

nM"fl 11\ k'Kl" (onl l 

ubovt a\l the people in 
W btl r Covnty , at o ne 
rim ()r an her . Large piles ... ,1 I I \ nrll> of 

.,k ',I nit: III I h.' ( b<>n 001 r ma in lOCIllV 

, 11111 1 Il It WlI f r nl la , . 
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.hl.~" .. l 4th.ll f 1du I iun 
f I, " R .III" r . C vnin ory ;"ould 

no b· m Ie withou 
m nli()nln~ th· compan 
t re. Some n· wrote Va 

nil u[ loading 16 tons 
c (\1 and being one day 

Id and deeper in debt, and 
w und up by saying he 

wed h is sole to the 
com ny lOre; a true 

r y. me~-opleworked 
r, e cr da 10 he mmes and 

[ m r out 0 the ore 
(h n the eamed 

The ld 
I reft 

rt and 
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/ Paul G. Thayer I 

,.., y ~ • ~Jh. ~ pull I~ chronk and 
....,0 . ... -.,.... hbooo eM ,,-hlsr" (or (he.­
I~ tc) ..h:" &&.0 RJllrC*l He wem 10 
III .. .-. b .uri; U. iin!1lW\ In 1944 

.rrh....J In ,'icltCIU' Ihe: nclf' 
mNnlf\~. a' 7:lO nnd thln y 
minulet btl: for Ihe d~ily 
run 10 BtlcI:hl1nnon . They 
,,"'"')II!>C rninonthc: mOYe ro 
AlcKllnd ra and t h e: 
rontiuclOr Clime up 10 Mr. 
Tharcr In Ihe: cab o f Ih ... 
en.,';nc: (3113) and said t o 
Mr, "J"nayc: r, "You are nOI 
running a (reight Imin, we 
arc thirty minutes latc:." 
Mr. Thayer said 10 the 
flreman, "We: will pull into 
Buckhannon on ([me." He 
pulled do"'fl the track at 
about 40 miles per hour for 
a mile andasignsaid 'Track 
warning. 10 mi les per 
hour.' 

.......,... :.c..dH:r ~ .-f • • runn1ns a$ an 
.:: .... . !~I 10 hu CCW\11C'C'f in 1.9+7. He 
......... W.."bll,... .JQtttd nJnmng rhe 1212 
.... _ ... pna$ CO fi-r¥'!r mpnc. Lalrr lhe 
..., ~ ~ .... 011 h.rJ 13 .... In Da.~bc.-r 1949 
...., -J ... W- n.akuad he bum~d into Ih e 
..... ........., "a'lf ~ pukniJef run from Pickens 
"Md~aa...tro.d to Buckholn non, steam 
ap ~ ... c tdxu*s. cnguK' #3113. His fil'$l 

Hr: ~ lib- • rnidcn three w rs in Pickens is 
WII •• Cllntl H h somnhlng to remember. 
.i.:t ud bard - He .. ned from BILlchan­
-.ri..irhilaorofmc, DOn Co Pickens in a 1941 
Eac naro.J ~ co Ford.t 7.:30 at nighl and 

He never tOuched the 
throttle. He said at times he 
thought rhe engine and 
passenger cars were air 
going into the river. He 
pulled into Adrian and the 
co ndu cto r gave h i m 
anomer visit and informed 
him IO slow it down. we 
were ahead of time. 

Mr. Thayer ran the 
Pickens IO Buckhanno n 
run fo r six months and the 
conductor never talked to 
h im again abo ut hi s 
schedule. The second night 
in Picir::ens, Mr. }hayer 
went to bed at the Pickens 
Hotel as soon as SUpper was 
over. He woke up about 
12:00 o'clock to go to the 
Johnny howe. The fire had 

out in 

porch of II ... ~f\d floor 
of the hOld. Mr. 1l1ayer 
fina lly mnde II bllC;k to the 
bed lind the Hostler (or 
J II )lnform<!d him and the 
fl r..,11lII.1l Ihat (he engine and 
....ater linc:!i to the passenger 
coaches wcre frt<..~Ing up. 
Mr. Thayer, the fireman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed o ut. heat in the 
passe nge r coaches and 
J IIJ andcrew wason their 
way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon. 

Mr. Thayer served as 
engineer on the 5005 
ptssenger nain engine from 
Richwood to C larksburg. 
He also blowed the whistle 
and pulled the thronle on 
7608, one of the biggest 
s team engin es ever in 
service except the 614. that 
run s co ntinuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly f ro m Cincinnati 
to Hinto n. The 7608 was 
192 feet lo ng from cow 
catcher to the coupling at 
the end of the water tmk 
with a 235 lb. steam 
pressure, held 25 tons of 
coal and 22,000 gallons of 
water and was used to haul 
troop trains all over the 
United States d urin g 
W orld War n. ' 

Mr. Thayer has trained a 
number ci 
on diesel. 
Don 

, 

and CU/1Ibo:Tlllud. Mary· 
\.lind: Ihere Is little Irack~ 
In the scope of the 8&.0 
Grafton yards that Mr . 
Thayer has not covered . 

nrc and tho: recern Wr c:dc. &I­
Centr.llia Tunntl. Whu. 
y ou rome OUt c:l the '\eX) 

Mr. Thayer was the 
original objcctor to the 
co nditions at the o ld 
Beanery at Cowen. He filed 

feet tunnd il • only ~ 
40leret to the6(X)feCl~ 
bridge with guerd.cr. l:Yery 
100 feet and over 200 feet 
down to the W1IU::!" . The day 

a report on several 
occas ions about livi ng 
conditions. screen doors , 
beds and general condi· 
tions. A new air condition, 
ed Beanery was built and 
this wr iter and his brothers 
were the prime contract­
ors. We also started the 
Cass S<::enic Railroad the 
same year . 

Mr. Thayer wrecked at 
Orlando in Braxton 
Counry in 1958. The ficst 
car behind three engineers 
kicked a rail and 3 1 coal 
cars loaded, jumped the 
track and piled u p 6 deep. 
We were docked at 39 
miles per hour when we 
wrecked. 

Mr. Thayer wrttked two 
m iles east ci Cowen o n 
Laurel C reek's steepest 
grade. W e had a loose 
wheel that wouldn't slow 
down in a curve and turned 
sideways and derailed 37 
coal cars. There is probably 
coal on Laurel Creek 
today. It ~t aU over the 
hUlside. I once wrecbd ... . -. ' .~ 

of the WTeck the alglneet 

was through the runnel and 
on the burning ~ and 
engines passed OYer the 
bridge on the $teel guer~ 
and clearing the bunung 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guttdcrs ~ 
fuel oil tanks ..... ete split and 
when the fuel oil hit the hot 
steel it made a rremendow. 
fi r e. Somehow the 
engineers and tTam crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines. Mr. 
Thayer was one of the 
engineers who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
restore railtoad traffic. 

Mr. 1llayer married a 
rail r oad woman. H is 
Charlone Thayer, ""as a 
cle rk. a n d t.elegraph 
operator in Grafton before 
they moved to Cowen. 

Mr. Thayer was born to 
be a railroad engineer . He 
has many 
en.~nc;s 
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Paul G. Thayer 
PaulO. Thayer. a 90 lb. 

milroad engineer. who was 
not supposed co make it 
because of his size, his 
engineer Leather gloves 
come almost to his 
elbows. he had to look (or 
smaU women's garters to 
hold rhe sleeves up on his 
shirt and his blue railroad 
handkerchief went around 
hjs neck rwice. his railrood 
cap tipped his eyebrows. 
H. looked like a midget 
with a circus. His 
determination and hard 
work made him one of the 
best railroad engineers to 

ever pull the thronle and 
blow the whistle for the 
B&O Railroad. He went to 
work as a fireman in 1944 
and was running as an 
engineer in 1947. He 
started running the 1212 
freight engine. later the 
1314. In December 1949 
h e bumped into the 
passenger run from Pickens 
to Buck han non, steam 
engine #3113. His first 
three days in Pickens is 
something to remember. 

- He started from Buckhan­
non to Pickens in a 1941 
Ford at 7:30 at night and 

VlAQ 

anived in Pickens the 
morning, at 7:30 and d 
minutes late for the I 

run to Buckhannon . . 
got the train on the mo 
Alexandra and 
conductor came up t(! 

Thayer in the cab 0 

engine (3113) and sa 
Mr. lbayer. "You iU1 

running a freight nail 
are thirty minutes 
Mr. Thayer said t( 

fireman. "We will pul 
Buckhannon on time 
pulled down the tta 
about 40 miles per ho 
a mUe and a sign said ' 
warning, 10 mile1 
hou-r .. 

He never touche 
throtde. He said at til 
thought the enginl 
passenger cars we 
going into the rM 
pulled into Adrian, 
conductor gave 
another visit and in! 
him to slow it do, 
were ahead f Ii 

Mr. Tha 'er 
PI 'ens t 

run r - ),. mDntnSI 
nducr 

hIm ~ un 
,:lied,"" The ""-'>1 
11\ PI" r.... lr 

nt baJ a' the 
H d 

He 

--- "- . ----=:==- ----



fhl'\.\rtk and 
h .1<. .Il<­

Jr.J He" nil 
• hf'Cman 10 I .. 

arrh'cJ In Plckcn rhe l'K:x l 

"' rnin~. t7:30andthirtv 
"\lnule hltt' (or the dully 
ru" co flu kh""non . n,ey 
).,'Ot the tT"in on flu:: move t 

Ic)!anJrll nnd the 
C Ildu (or mc up to Mr. 
TIlt,ycr In th' ,b o( the 
<n~"n< ( II ) and sold '0 
Mr. 1N cr. "You nrc n t 
running n (rciRht trRin, we 
ar~ thlrt~' minures late." 
Mr l1lRYcr said to ,he 
,«man. " We will pull In,o 

Buck hannon on 'Ime." He 
pulled dow" the track at 
.bout 40 miles JXr hour for 
• mile lind a sign said fT rack 
warning. 10 miles per 
hour. ' 

H< n<ver touched the 
duonle. He said a' times he 
though. the engine and 
~r cars were all 

"' uno the river. He 
pulkd ,nto Adroan and rhe 
co nductor gave him 
an n ''U'' and .n(ormed 
him I · II down. we 

.,.,d ume. 
Th. ·u ran the 

o Sue lunnon 
... x nth and the 

~toJ&ac;!." rIC' cr tallcc:d to 
b u, hOI 
unJ n'dlt 

TluIv , 
PIc ..... 

par h of the s(."COnd Ooor 
of the hotel . Mr. Thayer 
nnRlly mllde It back to the 
bed and ,he Host!'r for 
3 113ln(ormed him and 'he 
nrcman thor me engine and 
water lines to the passenger 
conches were fret."7.ing up. 
Mr. Thayer, the fireman 
and Hostler had the engine 
thawed out, heat in the 
passenger coaches and 
3113 and crew wason their 
way at 7:30 a.m. for 
Buckhannon . 

Mr. Thayer served as 
enginee r on the 5005 
passenger train engine from 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
He also blowed the whiscle 
and pulled the throttle on 
7608. one of the biggest 
steam engines ever in 
service except the 6 14, that 
run s continuously on 
excursion runs yet today 
and yearly from Cincinnati 
to Himon. The 7608 was 
192 (eet long from cow 
catcher to the coupling al 
rhe end o( th water tank 
Wllh a 235 lb. team 
pr ure, held 25 t os ( 
coal Ind 22, gall 
.. I r nd was u. d t luul 

p Il1Iln .11 ver the 
n'led Ule duron 

World Wlr U 
Mr Th yrr ha tra.nt"J. 

nwnhc-r t rl C'f\IIIWC •• 
d , ..-

and Cumberland. Ma 
land.; mere is little tTacK 
in the scope of the 
G rafton yards that 
Thayer h2S not covered 

Mr . Thayer was 1 
o riginal objector to 
conditions at tr.: I 

Beanery at Cowen. He fi 
a r epor t on seve 
occasion s about By. 
conditions, screen d~ 
beds a nd general co, 
dons. A new air conditi 
ed Beanery was built 
this writer and his brocl 
were the prime contI 
or.. We also started 
Cas. Scenic Railroad 
same year. 

Mr. Thayer wreeke 
Orlando in Bra> 
County in 1958. The 
car behind thr~ engiJ 
kicked a rail and 31 
cars lcadc:d, jumped 
track and pHc:d up 6 , 
We were d eel. 
miles peT hour ",h 
wreckc:d . 

Mr. Th:. 'er .... 'rtt:l.:e; 
mil easl 
Laurel 
grade e had 
.... heel dll I " 

"" In. 
... de , 



1"" -'" 11<"" 
~ ~t rha\~r 

n\.t (umbrrIAnd. MAry· 
Ia"J. ,h."". IInle rr""kaN" 
'" ,h.. . IJ1C or ,he B&. 

nth ,-.,n y.rds I NU Mr. "fhco 
kTr 
• oJ,"" 

~nc 

•. n dM" 
.. . dlc' .oJ 

1oJa. .... .... rhot 
>< 

nu. "(' r has ntH vt.··rcd . 
Mr. Thayer was the 

()(I • • n. 1 obj r r 10 the 
oJ". ", Rl the old 

Bconcry at \Ven . He flied 
• r ~fl rr o n s everal 

• Io n " a bout living 
0010 ns, rl."\:n doors • 
, and general candi-

D new nir condidon· 
.,J ncr wns built and 
,h.., " Tllcr . nd his brothers 
.. ere the prime contract­

We a Iso started [he 
no Railroad the 

C .,"ear. 
Ir Thaycr wrecked at 

rland on Broxto n 
on I . The ill'S' 

"'nd dun: englnccr 
cd a nool nd I I 

Jed. IWO the: 
~. and ",led up deep. 

c I cd It 
hour .. hen .. .., 

Or nnd til recent wreck 
ntraHa Tunnel Wh at . en 

you come Out 0( the 400 
fcct nann 1 if L':i only about 
40 ·~ ·t to the 600 feet long 
brldg· with guerdt rs ever 
100 fcct and o ver 200 fee~ 
d wn to the water . The day 
o( the wreck the engineer 
was through the tunnel and 
on the burning bridge and 
engines passed Over the 
bridge on the steel gucrders 
and clearing the burning 
ties and hot steel as they 
slid across the guerders the 
fuel oil tanks were split and 
when the fuel oil hitthe hot 
steel it made a tremendous 
fire . Somehow the 
engineers and train crews 
managed to put out the fire 
and save the engines . Mr. 
Thayer was one o f the 
en gineer who helped 
rebuild the bridge and 
re tOl'e railr d traf 1 • 

Mr. lNIycr marned a 
ra dr ad w m a n . H i 

arl e Thl)'cr, " 
I rl a nJ t Ie raph 

r In raf t bet rt 

man 
the 
1972 

Cou 

and 
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Poc .. II _. 
Asking Politicians To Consider Youth And C.C.C.'s 

~ .-
.. ___ ....... .,. booIIII 

.>w:o .d....,..J . • .d ... 
...... , ( .... j.~ 
..,~ ... J'IIIo.'c..J 
___ "'*-' ~ h. 

• __ .. , _ • 1'CIII.a.:l 
.., rv- ~ \I;-t' 

""" • Ct'Glnl \\'101 
\~ ........ ~ 
~, ,,,.d.: .... 
...,~~~IIi~ 
.. ~_ o-'U til 

I-r.'.! 1... W1~c:y 
~-.ilft~h 
ORa,., fElkID .. ), ~ 
..,...., ... Ittd< "". 
..-.: ~ ."h Jam 
.; ... -r 780 vtItCTIi. 
... ....,.. L'IO a.CU5CS. 

.-.p R.dwd Nitdr and 
lxrw &uc, had iEOkn the 
~ .i..q Doon n:c.eg 

e4 "" County ConunU­
Wtltf') , who tcn'(' as 
~ CDfft~n('n. 

-...d "'" d><Y ""'" me aJUC _ ecablilhed by the' 
dn-oa. cif.aali on d.t ..... .... , ..-.l Dod< 
~ .... declared .II 

.. ,.,. '" ilk A..-, by 
dw«w- V«*S and a CArroll 
c...n Judo< d.""on M,. 
~ .. dw:.uthort=d __ ..... vo«<! 
anduao:f my Sc.u: Sen.tt' 

~ ""Ilr-.I •• eMu ",lottO!.: .... 
at d., J-t.._ ul Ddq:lu", 
AI thr t1v.t f'koc1lOn I " 'af; 

~"" l\) d~ Sil'<c:Mui~ 
"'mate .nd _ c:i«fC\J ~ 
~r. bur ... ~ ckd.red 
inodflirlbk bccauk I would 
n;;IoII .AI" In .mJllYiI d"" I 
wou&d nat nln lOr public 
oIf~ 

In 1!)58, unda President 
~"""" W Veconomy 
...... flll u~loym"m in 
IOUrhl:m WV ... -as It a n 1I1l­
erne hitlh. Urn:mploymc:nl 
funds v.'ffI: gone, relief lind 
food orden \\.'en' :llmost 
Impossible. Red Cross, 
churches and charity 
Ol'pru::uions were broke . 
The ~umem counties of 
McDowell. Mingo. l..opn 
and M.ercer were at a 
$DoomU . 

As. an cla:ted member of 
the WV Legislature, we 
« pni%Cd a committee for 
dl5lrcssed areas of WV. I 
",-as appointed chairman of 
the 25-membercommittee. 
I ~ poverty at the worst 
with uglV condit io ns, 
oumide toilets with their 
may smell.$, • clinging 
odor lone after you left the 
Kent, shoestrings dangling 
from oversized hard-toe 
mining boots. caps and 
lOdes pulled down 
chick, dark. dirty 

dI..o:erboard John Rlu:h;.., 
_lIIus. etc, o..u or Ihl, 10· 
da.\', ZS-membc:r commll­
I~ Invt:5tikllrion ClIme the: 
Sum~ TemporRry oconomlc 
pf"(~ .. rnm (S"rul» $1 .00 nn 
hour stille pnrk work 's 
progrnm, the ,",Irnre ~ 
and garden pr()1.:rnm, nnd 
the firsl $30,000 fo r food 
s tamps in McDowe ll ' 
County nlone, Ultt .... Mi"l.'O, 
l..ogan, C lay and Webster 
and (hen sUitewidc and 
now nationwide. 

Last year 1985, (had "TV 
in Cha rleston, five nights 
weekly that co vered 
Kanawha, Putmm, parts or 
Clay, Fayette and Boone. I 
have a "TV Iibrnry. VHS 
nnd Bera, thirty-six -3()­
minute TV shows with 
various legislators. Stare 
Senators and Board of 
Public Works all o n file at 
my home at 2 16 River 
Drive, Webster Springs, 
WV . They have run as re­
runs in W ebster Springs, 
Buckhannon and are now 
running in Morgantown 
and will run in Elkins 
immediately after Christ· 
mas. 1 hope the TV cable 
subscribers of Webster TV 
Cable Service demand they 
run the TV Sheriff Given 
show in Webster Springs , 
du ri ng t h e 
Feb r .... :! 

and nnlonal economic Koe-urity, veu:. ..... bcntitm, 
'yst..,m 15 not ablt to labor contracts, nc. . 
proYld<: wc.h iob&. The Cong.c:se; help'- themw.lvel 
Rcalll'n administration is and tryinK hard In ....Ju, 
running wild with apace: second c\ur;. ci'liu:nr. 014 of 
ag~, St::l. wars, and miliu.ry OUr citilC ..... 1beyhavtAid 
and dt:fense contrac:IS, 100 amon to Rc::opn',.u. _n., 
many and so big that cong.cnional bcn"r.u.. 
connols have been lax iunlu:u and co:otinue to 
while ta><payCTS Me buying vote for 1 m\\ion defidlS 
ash trays for $ IOO ..... ch and that OUf children .. nd 
bolts, nutS, washers and grnnckhildren can MVt:f 

sc:rewdriYi.""T$ for $40 cach . p;roy . 

po l l tlu ll y I ~ ,l ml, le 
difiCO\l r~l:cmen t . 1 have 
h..,cn In lh.., political 
bl!. rn yard of diseard..,d 
Democrai politldalls for 
yenTS. The W V family 
politidan says w.., don't 
vote fOf Sheriff Given. He 
can 't win . he won't pay on 
the precinct It:vel. He's a 
loser , he doesn't agr e<:. We 
don't neoo him on th.., 
tenm. Ele c tion after 
election Ihe pl,ople help me 
knock on doors - the 
team gt.·u out their cash 
political funds , and Ply on 
the precinct level - and if 
n ecessa r y r e · fina n ce 
dection day nbout noon, 
and s tart giving and buying. 

Cong r ess ha s been The Kteat \~evf\ood 
brainwashed into appro ... • of Novemlxt It .,.d S, .. 

I always make them spend, 
hustk. pul,1 their hair, fight 
among themselves and 
promise one another and 
Ward healers poli t ical 
dreams of elephant size. 

Jobs are the main issue in 
WV and the nar ion. 
Serious questions should 
be raised by the WV 
legis la tur e and ou r 
Congressional delegation 
in Washington, DC about 

ing safetv for this nation to histClry, and ~,tOWN 
the tune o f nl trillion debt and govemment ~ 
at 8% interest while at !he are at the mtT('V of 
same time reducing the politicians, both $Wtr:. .nd 
staooard of living of. the nationa\. Thln~ of. .n tk 
middle and worldng class \aid-oi"f coal miners. tf the 
by tightening of black lung, itOvernfm~nt and politkiaM 
food stamps, s ocial Clatinucd On It-. 12 

i ,_ ,01 

any government or any 
econ omic. system that can 
provide jobs to aU who 
need them and are able to 
work. It is crystal dear with 

about 
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Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 

If vou are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 

Buckhannon, WV 26201 

(304) 472-1110 

\ 
I j '1.1 L .. I" 

uoauJ, L .~..L..I. 

-



Mike Ross Gas and Oil Coalton 

If vou are interested in Gas and Oil and need 1,000 acres 

blocked up Mike Ross can help you. If you are from any 

of the 18 Latin American Countries and have gas and oil 

acreage for sale, Mike Ross will buy, sell or 

help you block up acreage for drilling or 

selling. Mike Ross 
Buckhannon, WV 26201 

(304) 472-1110 

J , f I ' • 

. 1. ~1.J1'" , 

-





-

I 



, 

.' -, ., , 
•• , 
" k 

• 
.. .. , 
" 
• • 



« 
1 

And Highest 

f , 

• IM: slore 
"~~::;:;,,h'.;;." .f_ 

~d 
"",II 

... " 
Pardee-Curtin Lumber 

VirginIa for employment. 
We a", .""nHul for .Uthe 
soad football plovcrs 
f"rni ~h~ . " Web •• .,. 
SprIngs High School: Jack 
Nun ..... Jim Lough, Gran. 
Lough , JIm Arbog~$'. 
RJcl<y~nd Larry CUtl,p. Joe 

:-.~'';;.~ ,,,",," Sto.. and 1't,,1 Harris, Brack 
o.VI$, &I Rnch.m, Duck 
LipKomb, Clyde and 
Du,.Io, •• d Lculi<an, Okk 
and A'FI Smilh, Wall 
Helmick. "nd F",nk Da.ko 
from Jtrryv;lk 

We •• " proud Curlin 
OCfll ut C ... n{ Wlnkk •• 
who ... orb for tho: Suuc 
Roo*", G«I'III! Cridir. OOr 
bonkn. h .. "",{e, a ~cr 
In dw Ioml ...... M'hool. -J _ odwn In . 11 
.... ." 11(, J.uh (onhr 
........ C .. ,an Luml:owr _ ........ ,...., 
.J"' ...... , .... 'rm~. 
_, yMf_.J .,.... .... lIh ... _-
, "" ....... . .1,'" 

..,. ~ ........... uodrf 
"'W...alollflll1 ol1 ,ho 
........ I ...... ' ... '· ........ ,....._1 .. -... ..... ,.-

, , 

IItOty • on.ow stOrm 
which is hard 10 bd~..., • 
but c! ......... tl of ,he ",me 
Horm wet" hcrt in 
Wc!: .. t<:. SprinllS. Our vCTY 
own !'tOpic of ,hIs ." ... n 
were witho... wau:. and 
electricity (". one ,...,.,k .nd 
people from UpperKlade 
and other parts of the 
CDuntry """~ s idelined In 
Weboter Springs from 2 to 

5 daY'. The 'Ime "-u 
December 7. 1944. 
Ahhough 1'oI-ulnGermany 
at mat time. 1 tecall .. lk",g 
to many of OUT cio oens 
about their conditions 
duting that particular ... ~k 
of bv-Fn. history . Mrs. 
Good said it started 
5no.win8 at 6 a . m . 

Do.:embt. 7. 1944 and 
snowed 36 inch<"$ bv II :30 
a.m. It kepi: on 511O"ing for 
• wl'C'k ond tht:y kept 
b:eping ,eoords. In thrl'C' 

• 
, 

p~e-4 
WtlCOMES 

YUill :.--
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Cold st And Highest 
Shay ' 1l~IOCS No. 12 mt, 
(150 ton) wt.:rt.: ~ 
exclusively On the I 

mile being rebuilt m. 
two and sometimes 
tTips in 24 hours. 
e&..O from Roncerv 
Durbin took 100 c 
lumber . pulp and t 
bark . from Cass , 
every day to Covi 
Virllinia and Luke 

, .. _I,ent pnrt of 11'\t; tllI,1I ~ I 
C" l months n -!'ISS, 

I pnJ on 0 n~lo l's 
If": dmt· out (rOfn work 

... n .ho r nl po r h o( IC ~J 

." lid omf'nny torc, !'he ~h ar ont: rime wos one 
(he: blfU: SI i l'l [he st~t'· 

~ I ~cpr nbour nnylhmG 
...... ,,-ann:d , n ' hears the ::;:: .ic " Id . 4 hay 
"",nc pur ha cd (ro m 
III' h alley Lumbe r 

p.n 11 gao W V and 
no- '" d or as n 
rtmc m bron e o( o ld 

1111 cloy and as an 
_'" 100 rmon r p"ople 

"cr .hc .. and 
unrro . 1\. .he 

Id . 4 

many thousand (eet o f 
lumber was sawed in 24 
h urs (242 M feet). They 
a ll remember certain 
railroad wrecks and snow 
StOrms 3nO ' abOut all ot 
them have been in the town 

( Spru ce in its heyday. 
propulate 500 in 1914. 
boarding house. POSt 
ofAce. school and Dr . 
Coffer and his pili bag and 
mOto r car . 

Mr. Walter Good. 
railroad engineer on the 
Spruce line fro m 1927 
until 1960. can give you as 
much r morc information 
as anyone in Cass. In fact. 
he waS the engineer (or o. 
I to Bald Knob when the 
pol,odans and Mr. Barron 
, k the last ride . He 
r<.'Call a wreck on the run 
round In pru e \\; th a 

700 Malley belonging to 
Ihe eslern Mar land. He 
\\. runnlnll ~' 12. 
re,c ... lnR lhe r. The 7 
hit him h:a 1_ 

He 

Maryland . Mr. Goo 
was one of th.e engit1 
this run for 
remembers the old 
car and tried to kee 
him as much as I 
There were so mar 
trying to trav i 
Srruce '0 Cass 
dangerous riding , 
cars . Thineen we 
could h:aul and gt 
the "";tch bad.! 
used a bralc=:u 
twO cars. He 
supply car a 
were overloaded 
pi ers In the 
an awful lex 
dunn lhe II 



- me'n IH .... ~ ~~ ,t HtJI dflY and Alii nn 
k~,r .. ,()" (fOUl for peo ple 
~~" II < ('r the .S . • nd ":ri,.. .. 1 n1unrric" A I th e.' 
~t"'~'I H lint{'. n itA No . 4 

!ct\"'C' lA' trUllu,,),t "' I1M"' " 
u~,,"n .: 1mr V\")llt'\~ 11Wn 
j" tuCUh' rl1~lnl.~r", fnr lh· 
." . rill I IIlr Md ",h"n 

II I' ",flll'lr le I In 11 .JJ 
",>!' I he ll . 7 Shny 

(' ... ~I"'· . \\ I" h rt' "n ll y 
\ ' ''11\·(1 ,....... tu\-tnHl an tnt· 

tr'" .. ..:'[tv I, wus 
['<II h.t....J by Ih" .cuml 
Rc'" '\H" c:J') rtm lnt 
'('11\ \cud", R, v'r 

>1"111 \. R.lnelle. WV. 
\ oJ . I r<· 

I , I lhe IglOnl enll ,n 
ell Ir m (h' M wer 
l.u;:n~ "mp n um-

10 ron nd 
I 110m Icto:ly 

ulcJ nd w, 1I 
c b Juno: 

I w lhe 
Id Knob 11\ 

pru c Iinc from 1927 
unti l 1960. can lIive you as 
mu h o r m rc information 
It nnyo n' in MS. In fact, 
I . WOk th cngin 'cr fo r No . 
I to B"ld Knob when the 
po" li Inns nnd Mr. Borron 
wok lh last ride . He 
r " lis n wr 'ck o n the run 
"round In Spruce with a 
700 Miley belonging to 
Ih · W 'stern Maryland. He 
wa~ running Shay No. 12 
r 'versin ll the bar . The 700 
hll him again . Shay No. 12 
was never run anymore. He 
sa id it was rcall y sad to see 
such a Il d engine be cut 
up (o r junk, as the Mower 
Lumber Company Engines 
N s. 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, II ,and 
I 3 g I the same [(catment 
later on. He taa:d to me 
that he had a Shay engine 
f( the track as many as 12 

times in one day. 
y u know, Mower 

Lumber Compan 
th Ir wn p ( 

r Don) and nu t:: 

uy l "" to J 
S{'l'"uce to 
dangerous r\ 
cars . Thine 
could haul ~ 
thc switch ~ 
used a brak 
two cars. 
supply car 
were overlo 
pickers in t 
an awful 
durin~ the 

Mr. GO 
living in C 
boarding I 
or Cheat 
1941 -1941 
the last of 
Spruce_ ci 
the ra il 
beNo'een 
ElkinS. 
of the 

Ra Il road 
"'_ ~r . co 
"~as an ~ 
n11road 

r 



' Itt/n" O M th ' o r ( wnod. th n go to the 
h. nn hUrl wild tol hop nnd with the help and 

" 111 tnl HcnnlnllS nd [Id vl of o thers, would 
""~ Jc hn fo ro". n w II A t th . pi c out of steel. 

m n ulh 1'11 . met. w Th· pr '.cnt railroad 
Ihf I'('ln 1111 rm rcn bouf know.. eh' s Scenic 
Ion • -I II. !)Iur I · r~. Rnl lroad. w. a r ully busy 
"n.! I I In" OOUI hnw r io (rom I to 1913. 

Pard .. Curtin Lumber 
• , ... dolled From P31l 

> .\11 un Ihln~ Ihnr you 
"ull I,k I r . h · 
.. ,..10 u on Ber!! wo'! 
"I 110 IM)I' \ ,10 I 01· 

u hll) '" nn mony 
ul(ht in 

Vlrllinla for employment . 
W' (lr' th.1nkful ( r all the 
good (0 tball players 
furni h·d t Webster 

rings High School: Jack 
Nutter. Jim Lough. Grant 
L ugh. Jim Arbogas t, 
Ricky and Larry udip.Joe 
and Phil Harris , Brack 

avi , &I Fincham . Duck 
Lip comb. Clyde and 

urward Lcuikart. Dick 
nnd Argcl mith . Walt 
H ·Imla . and Frank Dar 0 
fr m Jerryville. 

"e re 
ent u 

.... h .... 
Rd. Ceo 1rJ:t! 

nhr. ht 
In the I 

.. II, 

which I 

but elem 
storm 
Webster Sj 
Own peop] 
were with 
electricity I 
people fro 
and Othel 
country .... 
Webster ~ 

5 days . 
Decemb 
Although 
at that tirr 
to many 
about d 
during du 
of bY-&01 
Good s 
sna.wlnl 

Decembe 
sno .... -ed ) 
a.m. It e 
a wer 

In 
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. Mr. . who 
(the en inccrs on 

chi r u n r years 
fnnm'\ rs the Id su pply 

n.d mcd [ keep it with 
mu a.5 Ible. 

p Ie 
fro m 

II ; I ,"" ( , 

d.IY Il ~\ ., .. u~ , t" . II\,. 

wlnJu ws o n rh · ~., nnd 
no r of [he h<, "rdi nl4 
11< uS~ . Mr. ood [old me 
th:lt lh l..iV put two and three 
rqllro ad cn~in 's tC\!cth crto 

A Trip' 

pi w the sno w off [he 
trocks. Mr . Good ran the 
Icnd c n~ine and the s now 
came in the window of the 
engine so badly they had to 
stOP and shovel the snow 
out of the cab. Mrs . Good 
said that during the snow 
storm they always had 
telephone connections 
with Elkins. The did run 
out of a lot of items to eat 
and had to bake biscuits 
three times a day . It was an 
experience of a lifetime . 

he nly had bed room fo r 
l4. n d was stuck with 20, 
me n nd 2 wo men, and had 

rn[ch the boa o m of 
rT I ( r ~ d . l tIasted 

a fu ll week and !hey all 
rna e 1\ ut in IO¢ l 

F rc Ihfcl~~~Ohe9':"P ; 
I fC r che M 

Lumkwr c~= rn.n a 

Some two wee'" 
grabbed my hat aJ 

and head.ed down 
Rando lph . Pen, 
Grant. Hardy. Hal 
and Jefferson c 
toward Baltimor< 
with a Mr Lili 
f',~;c1ent o( the 

Maryland Rail, 
refCTence to a 
tourist tra in 
Webster Sp! 
Spruce, to EI\ 
possible conneo 
the Cass Scenic 
The 1.2 mile Iir 
would CO<\lleCt 

Scenic Railr 
estern Mart 

!heC&Oan n 
availablr 0 t~ 
unbc1it e.. U 
become • rol, 
a ~, • 

uld ~ 

I 



r- .. nil," " ..... .... ... .. ~ .. - , 

<co uld Nul .,.,d ~ " hroulIh 
lh wll h b. k •• ,.,d I h ·y 
".CJ • b I.. Ifl~n (or every 
""" 'n It... nld til, 
'''l'I'ly :IIr on t I nr 

tc lVeri. 1..- wltll berry 
r
' 
hl~ In It. _urnrn..-r nnd 

II "'ui 10" t> 1I"nl ·r. 
hlt\II~ III .. II nnd wi", ·r. 

f r Vl"rIo.t • 
h\ It t In 

..... 
I brhrw. 

Ihr IW1r 
here 

~~~ .~ '~~~t h " th~ ' -b::;~~~1UOf 
Ih b.rrcl for food. l tlasted 
(()r " fu ll week and they all 
l1",dc Ir ut jn fin~ s hape 
FrOI'O Ihf ralk PTl~' front 

r 'h 0 the o ld mpany 
ttlr' (the ower 

Lumb'r Complny comes 
mnny a good story. How 
well they are appreciated 
by the younger generation 
nnd the public is unknown. 

n thIng for su re comes 
to your mind when you 
mend n Spruce. it su rely is 
the coldest and highest 
pb e in W est Virginia. 

the C&.O and mai 
available. to tout' 
unbelievable. If cl 
become 3 reality 
a dream. W 
cou Id be the 
tourist attracti"! 
states in the na 

I talked witH 
who gave me 
encouragement 
he did lis:fn I 

f31 a!ff;;t h'f 
granted per . 
a couple of r 
cars on Augu 
from Webs 

p~eou4 
WELCOMES 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 
m(' twO week s ng . I 

h""-J mv hor [lnd oor 
• nd hc.ld ·d d ,wn rhr uRh 
Rand Iph Pendl'r n, 

rAnt. H(, rd . Hampshire. 
a " d Jc ((e rs n o unti es 

" rd Bnldm rc to talk 
" 'lh Mr LiIi~SI vice 
IY ' • NH rh<.o w e,.c;re rn 

Railroad in 
r • possible 

Uf , trRi n o ut of 
e:b le r prings to 
\l ·C. to Elkins, and 

Ie: nneed ns with 
enl Railroad. 

mile linking tract 
... nne t the 

RQllroad. the 
M r)'lan , and 
n m ke ervice 
{ n that is 

I" I thl h uld 
call )' i reoc! ( 
'1.' I Ir ni 

I he IIreale I 

IOU'IM altlrKIl10fl ali lhe 

Spruce , t hrou~ the scenic 
wonderland (rom Bergoo 
t Slaty Fork, to Spruce . 
We were honored to have 
Mr. Utterback. trainmaster 
of the Elkins branch, as one 
of our drivers. We. were 
accompanied by State 
Senator Mr. earl Gainer, 
who is also Senate 
Chairman of the Natural 
Resources Committee. and 
Mr. Bob Phillips, his 
Republican opponent for 
the upco ming election on 
No vember 3, 1970. The 
young , enetgetic teacher 
from the local Webster 
Springs High School, Mr. 
.Leroy Crislip, was with us 
as photographer, and he isa 
real good o ne. His pictures, 
on thi~ trip, will be a credit 
to W ebste r County CIO>e.ns 
~ r the next generation . We 
\Io'e r r reunate in the 
5C1'vi Mr. Philli 
&ad n ( Ale ndria, 
Vlfauu , an emp 'ee 
J,m k' and the 
"H,Ublll" Thl ure 
min I IUS( S(artlnjl '" 

~m4iI"" nJ ,h., II", 
cwr a fltn, 

tin. ~ "'''''''''If'<"' 
man H~ 



, , 
who ~.wc In' only little 
en Ourt\~c.'IT\C rH . however. 
"" did 11'\<n to "'Y Otllev, 

\",,1 nllr <'I'" II"' .VA tnke 0 
n~ '(rr."l:1 """Ill We wrr 

Ilrt.tIHcd l'M,:rrnl tnn to take 
" < """It- or rnllru" I m<)\()r 
' .11 ,'" Au"" r 14, I 70 
lrurn WeI"'cr ' prlnRS to 

p~ eO,,4 
WElCOMES 

Jim Comstock's"' -;~d" th:: 
"Hlllb,illy". This young 
~'H'I IS Just starting in 
Journalism and . his first 
year a1\ a writtr. photo.. 
~r3pher I and newspaper 
man , H e wa s hi~hly 

Continued On Page 8 
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The South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 
A ..... I., 1963 Vlrglni. tailS and they were less a homecoming among 

Dunn, II>< rr~ o( nair caro-probably 60me the friendly people who 
• """!" _ ~.,!ftd _ ,!,::nll)! ...!_. golJ!ic!l . paf!lSit<. spongi!'8 rrig~.~~~o t l!:_ ~u:!! 

Valley is one of the great 
farming regions of West 
Virginia . The poultr y 

,_~ _ _ __ J.C~i4lL~n _ --_ 
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A Trip To Bald Knob 
rinut.d From Pafle 7 

rc " mmclh.lc .. 1 b y Mr . 
('Imst k . nnd he is, in my 

opln. n, one o( the most 
clll k I writers o n rail rood 
hlst ry _ to come down the 
pike. til':; writing. or th,is 
tTlp. WI I be appeanng 10 
n~wspapers throughout 

.,.t VI(ginia, ~nd in due 
t ime , tHro ughOut the 
nado n ~ .. providing he 
~.sn '{ beco me a second 
.. ."ff' , Given and let his 
N t go to il size number B 
and "~ant to run for 
CCl1flj/r r move in on the 
'""" Y rk Tomes for his 

h t full time job. 
Ir E.O. Park. r, a gooct 

o I n~ . y ung tra c k 
ron I r" the driver 
rhc ther mol , ca , He 
• takn N, I " < y 

This touris t attraction , a 
scenic train always loaded 
with people from through­
o ut the United States, is a 
spectacular of wondt:T . As 
the #7, a Shay relic of 
logging years, almost stalls 
as they appr oach the 
steepest ~rade in the Cass 
Scenic Railroad TOUT, all 
aboard experiences a thrill ; 
a thrill which the engineer 
gives his customers and 
photographers every day. 
A shrill whistle , a show, a 
ring of smo ke, a few hot 
cinders, all add up to a 
lasting memo ry to all 
aboard. 

W e all have certain day 
swc will always remember _ 
Maybe it was a church 
servie<, a football game. 
t1t..-coon day, 3 lecture in 
hIgh ch I , ollege, a big 
ontrnt, ,a 1St Ilhtwlth 

IhcH n rable urtTrent. 
r g J I t r . 

• 

The 
.0\ I 

Durin 



rn I: lull umt: ,VIl t 
Mr f · r.rk~r .• ~()(l' 

'-" In' ,'0,,"11 In.H~ 
uJ r iv" \\ tflt' lin,,··r 
~ Ih ,cl.rr Jl1plPr .If f I 

• f knr. ~I. 1,,\.' I V 

lin 
r .,,., 

.... 
l"nJ. 
.h Ir 
I ur 

U al 

1.2 
Id 
~ 

We all have certain tlav 
'W' will alwJY,\ r memhcr 
M.IV" " wrt a t.:hun.h 

.. :tVI".', .J (uuto •• lI garnt.". 
"I, tII,fl d .• v. a 1. Uft In 
t1l,,11 .. ho. ,1 ur Co ulle·" ..... '3 b1f,( 
n,ur.1t r. or .J fl , (,uhf wuh "If IllJnur •• hlc..' ( un l,(-nt. 

nt .1 h •• d tory you wav, tn ~ 
r-w 1",\" ... r. ur .-l 5(,ooJ (Jne' 

you I.u ... 4.1 tu J(.(-t nn Ct\\ 
1"11 A,'l\" ( 14. I 70 wll 
nlwlIY be a d"yof laMIng 
"",",,,ry wlm Mr. UnPT­
b.l~ . M r Parker. Mr 

In r. Mr en lor. and 
th· fin your4( wnter. Mr. 
Phil,p Salldon . A "'e 
r~1Ir u .h words. Write 
.he tory. pound he 
t)'re"'rlter. dIg hrou2h 
PoP r . n ~. ;md he 
dl II nary. rna e mnurner-

hie; Ie hone C2U,. an 
bum the mldnt¢lt II. e 
fCCt'IH n nd It 
no Ioal 

r 

Tb 
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Sail ulphur Wells and reque5{,d 
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I hll t. rml k 

nH 11 11 
"",.nUI rill I ' rld In 

th r I r d and a daily plastCTe 
I ur I Ira n fr m Websler Branch 

fII~ to . Id Knob. Nd Virglnia. 
r • n . n 0 anYln,"!! of na tl 'I hut h h ·1 f the 1 ndo 

I k I Y r hi! of my Ii 
,n .. r Iy. which h 

" h 'r, roo G'II 'n oken. 

ing Politicians To 
~~n ider Youth .. CCC's 

with a br 
had bee 
rung in 

been I 

Wes V 
hr~ 

and Da 
opinion 
a 0 u I 

«11'\ a n from P.rc 9 
, 1. It 

th . It h been a new 
I It writing. lilce tealc 
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ht: South Branch Valley Of West Virginia 

~o· 

o to, 

AA Cii-. c.an.n..:oon 
('.0 e • ,~'*!'"'" the 
.. of - axunct 
('II t ,c~ MeillOi'­
. - ""plul), I was 
~ ,tto.-ult_ 
t:::" &... the South v Velley 01 '£1_ 
Vir .... which is uuly one 
of .. rure'. outdoor 
.' • . So with the hrlp 
01 .., IIIrle yellow tna:k 
d 'cIt .... dw window. 
lIralom, I -. f'umishrd 
wIda • lIr_ that told me I 
hid been ..... 1.,. """". 
!WIlla .u dw ynn I hod 

b,.Un, rhl 

\ 1'..,01. ,~" anJ chq' "crt 
~c.((' c;;,n-rr\lNbly 80me 
""l1O("11 p:..trDjite ~nglng 
• nti:ht', 1~ln~ 

At 11 :30 p,m" I fou nd 
m)",d( on a moonlit 
nij.:ht dnvlntt dOwn the 
Canaan Valley on Sm,e 
Routr No, 32 10 Harman . 
n.ere _ no 

millions of do llars for the 
ck"dopmcnt of a tourist 
mecca (or that particular 
area , 1 remember a few 
yea .. back whon we we,e 
building the school at the 
mouth of Sen.ca-I ~ook 
dw ...... ride in Dec.mbet 
dUrinl deer .... on and 
there seemed to be a tent 
pitched in rvery bend of 
the road with native 
citi:eno in qutSt ofa deer. 1 
drove ,51 slow down the 
ADegheny Mountain to be 
au", of identification of a 
spot whrre a tractor trailer 
had wrecked and disposed 
of • trailer load of 
Campbell'. Soup and well 
remembered a few young 

y.ars 
thr 

ICAb • homecoming amona 
, he friendly people who 
migrated to th: Sou,h 
Branch Valley . 

Yesterday's sounds and 
today's in the unique South ' 
Branch of West Virginia, 
the spor tsman's paradise. is 
100 miles from city living. 
¥5lierday'S lOunda _ 

ont.e fh dWdcflllg 
wi th smok e signals from 
the Senecas o r Cherokees, 
and the indian "wa" cry, 
along with the yelps of the 
dying wildcat just pierced 
from the flint of the stone 
carved from the rock 
formations you now see as 
you roll merrily through 
the historic valley WIth a 
high pow.red engine at 
your fingertips listening to 
the commentators' talk 
about th: destruction of 
the world. 

Today the South Branch 

V.lley .. one: of ,he \lfea, 
fuming reglO ... o f West 
Virginia . The poultry 
co nvenuon (ChtckC'n 
Plucke~) held yearly., 
Moorefield gIVes ~'OU. nrw 
look 3[mdusrry. Poultrym 

South Branch .. btg 
business and the Poul 
fe¥i.VAL 
~ .. -, 

_ stOl)'. 

th.eir c u~toms and 
traditions. 

The Valley rem~ 
the McNeill Rangers ; 
shares its old style homes; 
displays its pr imit ive 
antiques and civil war relics 
in the Petersburg Museum. 
Beauty is in the South 
Branch Valley; unique 
Smoke Hole and Seneca 
Caverns, and Lost River 
Stare Park. It isa IJfttplace 
for sight-seeing and city 
sick vacation seekers. 

Nat\ll , 
ment 
Railr 
runs 



- I W fi"(.;tt,(f~~-.lfEY wun- . - lktutY" .. In~~~-'.j ""''''''').~ I .... .!w" _m .... '" t .... 'r"' hillh p" ....... d ."",n,," StlrI<h vine,. umq ......... t., mN' >"~- ..... hrJ \n .... n y ""nJ ,.. YOV' IlnKerll!" h.lcnlnc 10 Smok. Hok and Sena:a 
..... ~ fno dw s.:""h ch" h'lld .tth n4.I\I" the cc.lmm{'n ~'3tofl· talle. Cavcm •• and L.o.t RNa 
h-'to \'~ C<I ".~.. ,.I,,..n. III <I ...... "I .. ke' I .boul rhe d<>"ucllotl o( Sc.~ Pork." Ie. fImIl place 

. ~ .Im\< , ... 1 .1"" ,10 .. " ,he ,he world. (or .Iwh~, and CIty 

"In:h.-nv Moonl.'n ' 0 he TodAy rhe SoIJlh Branch oIck V0C200n .uke". 
" ..... lJ<ntl(laorton o( • 

,,...11 "h<-n:-: II trQ ( lOr emller 
haJ " ' rn-ked and disposed 

.. . 
'" .~"" 

I .~ "'"","'J of • ".i1.r load of 
, .... .1""'1 

OS .10 

CC'S 

~ ,~ G"lr.N'" ~ 
......... . '1 ch< ~ I hod 

~ Ihrouih 
"fJ'NL I tr&\"led 

· .... ~~Thomu 
.J ~.... wnpilnl ,ho 
0f'lJIl0a of Ihe pe.opJ. 

CamrbcWs Soup and well 
rc::mtmbcr«l II (:" , young 
00)'5 S('vm o r dghr yeaTs 
old talking .bou t the 
"Las. " show and [he 
diff«.", rypeso(soupthey 
had never laSted before . 
That was some 10 years 
ago--rhose same young 
men are now married, in 
Uncle Sam's Army, or 
srudents in some college or 
university in preparation 
for the hard struggles oflife 
for the next 40 years. 

1I:IIkf ... -,,, 

II,'" in .... 
,"~, m, 

• fL. .. i., 
,,\11., .. 

OU I ,h. hopdul 
rdi.!ote {". ",,'.mor in 

106>4 , Then: ..."". to be 
conAdcrsl:dr unr~ among 

Otnwxra .. and they.« 
~ &om po liar to POO' 
wilt- no dtlmnt Gondus, 

" OJ o( yet. The 
e c1efinj,e1y 

AnI> MOOT< and c.cil 
Und.<,'ood I visited 

.. 1lttT FaI.1s wi,h one 
my pohaol "".mies, 
.. I loohd oyer the 

r ..... unn. and lodgi ng 
(..,litic< .nd ,he parking 

I ,he" r ... lo,.,d ,ha, 
BI.ck ..... r Falls was 
<JIj(Iyc<! by ptOpk (rom the 
Unlltd Sra. es, I o nly 
"","~.i __ cars wl,h West 

I slipped silendy by the 
Mou th of Seneca viewing 
,he rocks by moon Iigh , 
which gives you 'he feeling 
" Indians" are still there 
watching every move you 
make. I drifted along the 
Sou,h Branch Valley 
carved 'hrough rocks of 
unique lx!auty into historic 
Pe'ersburg where 'he Tri­
Coun,y Fair (Hardy, 
Gran', and Pendleton) is 
fw,ld annually and is more or 

~ 

. . .iL... 
~£­

-:. "'i.X:~ ... 

• 

IOu.. 
oruo I 
{mal 
wtlh cb 
boclu 
""",,II 
cool $1 

caves 
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..e IIIOW" OIl me rt'Nl't\ 
.. "m.-SlarvFori- by ,,"'a)' 
., CIaor.t Junction to 
t\1rNI..ad dIIC 1tI~ 
., fk~ and 
L .... '- wour 

J duna.uon-Cus, 
, mar r.mow swirt:b~ 

.... and 12* mi&es of 
_ ....... "'" un<qU"'d 
GlOI~_thC"f. 
~ ud DUuanding 

tn,.,,·d 
Id\'ancc. 
ri<k~ 
2700 Ii 

rmmm:. the bl.de billows 
of fmOke, d'le whistle: , the: 
IxU_ r"-';:l'C'adon of the 
19th cenrury transporta­
don system . 

The mwn was spruced. 
The loal people: had spent 
much time and many hours 
and was .... "ell Ofpnized for 
the biS day when we: could 
Sly, "Welcome aboard thE 
'Salt Sulphur Special'." 

What A Ride! 

s team 
clamoring for Selts, many 
takilli thei r very Arst r ide: 
behind steam, a mixed 
variat io n of passcngers, 
ne wsmen, radio and 
tele vis ion people , I 
sprinkle of real railroad 
buffs (approximately 40), 
civic clubbc:rs . nature: 
lovers, railroad executives, 
legislators . and s tate 
senators, all determined [0 

hue I real good arne. It 
had been a big weekend (o r 
Webster County. The local 
people: reany had the: "red 
carpet" out with local dvic 
o rganharions p resenting 
Webster County's 5tatc:~ 
wide nature [ours, with 
lectures, barn dances. ramp 
(ceds, and a full three days 
of recrearion for our out r:L 
county and out of Statr 
visitors. They had all 
enjoyed dr train ride in 
many pi c tures and 
recordinp of .sounck o( 
aeam all alone Elk River 
from Webster Springs to 
Slary Fork . lRey had 
liatcned t o dte "lJe.st music 
m the world," me brass bell 
ringmg, ,he whistlr sounds 
of a " w'uppor",l1", ~dry 
river, an echo as you pass 

du""",, • 11'''"" '" ..... 
CUt. The full steam ahead, 
"'" phOm roundo, • wt.rlong 
cloud o( smoke and steam, 
cameras chc.king a" .. ~·, a 
~rding justification fur 
Web&rt'r Counry :md Its 

, 

Bergoo you could CUt it 
with a knife. At the 
crossing one mile bdow 
Bergoo, a few white faced 
cu tl e wer e grazing 
gracefully . O nly t hree 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air o n the verge of 
stampede from the effects 
of the steam, blad: billows 
of smoke, and the shrill 
whisde of Heisler #6, fot 
the crossing. I stopped at 
Horton's Store (or a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He t:.d 
sold canpletely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed t he 
lilt mine, the fog had 
cleared and there \\/Cre 
man y campers and 
fishermen all alote the 
river . 1 noticed o ne 
tmdeman drinkine warrr 
from a creek o n the left­
hand sade of me road . You 
could now S« tM snow 
IiI'lt"S about ha~;:r up the 
mouncllns. I a small 
cemetery below tht' ro.d, a 
big bu:k dur ,,"'as elltln.g 
grass from around on~ of 
tht' marken. he made 
.. bout SIX 1008 Jumr~ mtu 
tht natural habitat o r 
hardwood timber and h~ 
whue ,all \lInlShN _ I 
conllnucd up Ell.. ICr<1"S 

the PocahontaS r.~un[\· 
hnl' a,.J heaJ,·j :""-H ... ,. 1.11 

\ 

~. 

the 1lickeR: Icc I ever 
encountered on a highway. 
Two hOUK traileu on this 
aide of the bridge. and a 
McCleen tractor jack­
knifed on the Other side . 
The road had been 
completelv bl«kcd; a Slate 

road' grader, and a load of 
salt cleared the road and I 
journeyed on to the Slaty 
forie Railroad yard. "Doc" 
Carlson had old Hcisler ll6. 
sno rtine, smoking, and 
steaming.. They are shiftinJ 
to the main tracks, getting 

[ 

preparatio n tor OUt 

journey to Caa. 
W e leave Slaty Fork It 

9:35 a.m. with 200 Ibs.oof 
steam with whistles 
blowing everything. D full 
capacity. Some are in 
doubt whether we can 
make it up Mt. Airy with 
seven empty can, a 
caboose and \3 people. 
Stewan Swink. a Cas. 
Ink"""" Jooo. "" .... 
during the first I.OOOFtft. 

• 

~ 



·~·Randolph ScmJc 
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What A Ride! 

n.:n 
tran 

":~~:~~Icar eourllt tnln the world'. 
\attest tOn Heisler 
s team e ngine - people 

Il\moring for SC9.ts , many 
"'king their very Arst ride 
beh Ind steam. a mixed 
vArintion of pnssengers. 
newsmen, radi o nnd 
televisio n people, a 

rQt- sprink le of rea l railrood 
buffs (approximately 40) . 
civic c1 ub hers, nature 
I Yer I railroad executives, 
legis lators, and s t a te 
senators. all determined to 
ha ve a real good rime. It 
had been a big weekend fot 

Sr<'CUII·... Webs",r County . The local 
people rc:aUy had the "red 
carpet" o ut with local civic 
o rgani tatio ns presenting 
Webster County's state­
WIck naturt' t urs, with 
I«rures. barn dances. rump 
f«<l • and a full three days 
of recreation fo r O ur o ut of 
ooun'Y ilIld ou' of sea", 
\ It They had all 
~/O\'ed the ItlIm ride in 
m n 1'1 lures and 
m:<>nI..... of oounda of 
_ all akani Elk RJVer 
ftocn Wr"Wf Srn .... b.l 

Fork 11wv h J 
........ ord I Jltw .. mu \ 

I .. ttw ....... II 

~~:..:'~tw~~ k >unJ Cl II dwdry 

local ..... don) 
COIIIDtulationa .nd aome 
serious doubts about 
furure runa. The fog was so 
thick from Cherry Falls to 
Bergoo you could CUI il 
with a knife. At the 
crossin g one mile below 
Bergoo. a few white faced 
ca ttle were grazing 
graeefu lIy . Only three 
short days ago their lives 
tails and heads were high in 
the air on me verge of 
slampede from the effects 
of the Sleam. black billows 
of smoke. and the shtill 
whistle of Heisler #6. for 
the er06sing. I stopped at 
Horton's Store for a few fat 
Blue Ribbon cigars. He .... d 
sold completely out to the 
tourists on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

By the time I passed the 
#4 mine. the fog had 
cleared and there were 
many campers and 
fishermen all along the 
river . 1 noticed one 
pdem.., drinking water 
from. reek n rhe left­
hand Side f ~ road. You 

ulJ no\\" see m., snow 
htl<"S .t-out half· .... , up the 
Itk)untam .. I, "m.'lll 
,nn('ttn ~Ic."' '' thl· r\.~J •. 1 

hqj t-",l 1«, .. , ,au • 
... 'fl."" 1'\'IU",t "ne" ", 
,h nl ,L.~r h· m .(': 

tUI J, ,un" 11'( 1 

Ihr natur I h.t-, • ." 
hard ,J nmt-.-r J h 

,.11 • n. II I I 

there is about 
the slickest ice 
encountered on a ) 
Two house trailer 
side of the bridj 
McCleen tract( 
knifed on the o. 
The road h. 
completely blocl 
road' grader. and 
salt cleared lhe I 

jo urneyed on to 
Fork Railroad ya 
Carlson had oIdl 
snorting, sma! 
steaming. They, 
to the main tra( 
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• 

• 

.t 
t.m. for _tcr. On top 
the wain rank is. bout four 

coal l what 15 

the regular hin in 
racon ~ r our long 

umey 
W leave Ia Fork at 

.m. with 200 lbs .• o 
(c m With ..... hl les 

"',n everyt hI ,10 full 
.. " .... "I( . me are In 

w hct.hcr ..... e can 
....... e It II ~t Air, 

\en em I car 
13 

""n • • 
bnkcn-.n. Ius pipe 
Jur d~ fi,. l. left. 
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-Only 86 Miles From Flatwoods To Cass-
_ .. 

H.uge p_nuer trJIln, Il$o 
B&O Rail road pllSUl'oIIer 
t""ln, from Cbrbbu~ 10 
RIchwood. NeXI you paM 
the High Kl'lob Mtthodi$t 
Church and cemetery built 

the Back FOfk RidF, on 
the 1d't .. Pit gudmDrc', 
ServKc Station, ~ !be 
5U~ the WV l.aquoI 
Store a nd Cbevrolu 
Garage. !u w!.top bgtu U. 
Mur1'!. 'Rataurant. T ut'n 
right on \ 5 South IS 

Hamrick'!. R.eM.aunnt and 
Service Stadon. You COfM 
bad to the !.tOP liRht. take 
State Rou« 20 and you art:' 

on your way to Valley 
Head. Yw pus the old 
Web6teT Spnl'l~ Hotel ~ 
bank. turn rightatthe5ear.; 
Roebuck StOfe, and you 
see an excellent mott-I with 
reasonable prices. the 

to apend the .fu;rnoon If 
you arc a boat trader. You 
pu6 Thomp$Of"I, Holly 
Hole campsIte. ThomplQn. 

,_~I 

~ 

I'IW ......... - . - . , :1 ..... 71 .... • , .. ... ..-.b.~ 
~, '-.. 

...... ~. a3 ...... 
,~"",,,,,,,-QII 
......... ___ .-.-! . .£haii 
~_ .... ...-f 
.. -.. .-! tf':TOf 

~o.r,ac-­
• ,.. Clt Moo:hoor~ 
.... ,~.-d.pld 
s-m ., *"" _ .. ~ 
....... ..,.. pnas. 

.... r'" m.m fW ... 
~ i" \\"\ l'rahUt', 
\.roo",. I'n.'h ..... c .. lmct. 

Jr...rt .-J \\'~ ha.lho:...xial 
n~ • .- dw """ftl, .-nJ 
t"'CI'Ybo.h hP .. coo-! ,ime' 
'Tho -rn. bur and tTlde: 
nw, ha, ... h«nllll$O lone 
the:, ue "I) lonilcr 
arMI~ Thq- arc: 1111 
t...-a. .nd oompnuion 
at olN' .notho:r. A $iI/C:, a 
NKi.1 event, .. WV 
fultonal ~'enl by me: relll! 
mowWlln«n of WV. 

.,.:.. ~ ~III 

....,-. ~ • Tomn:IT 
~' ~Houk.. 
l'Jwor ~ oroon"1' Semnily 

You pus Holly Gray 
P.II'*, Bruton County's 4-
H Club grounds and 
Bruton County's airport 
and horror of Sun-on Lions 
dub .00 Braxton Counr-

) ' • ."GlrI." nomC"ComlnM. AI 
the- lIl'I"" en" of the: 
lirf'C""l. ,'OU luk.., ,h.: DYe!" 
Hill Road to Bruton 
Counly '5 beautiful mar_ 
OCIO, "leU-pinK red bride 
health centl". Next vou 
~u the Morrl$Ofl Uni ted 
Methodist Olurch. black 
lOP cnlT'llnce, brick patio 
wi th (our picnic tables wi th 
bencht'.5, a beautiful wdl­
kepI cemetery amid an oak 
Brave, a great seffing for a 
co untry chu rch. Yo u 
journey on pas t the 
Newville Road, home of 
Tom Gillespie , fa rmer, 
logging contractor and a 
great Step on tne WV 
Midland Railroad narrow 

11 coal stripper and builder 
of Ha rrisOn Counry's supn 
Bridgeport mall,b a former 
Webster County native. iI'I 1890 and rebuilt ;1'1 

1950 .. ho me church of 
Br2xton CoUl'lry's honored 
delen Wilk ie Dennison of 
Cowen, farmer, commun­
ity newspape r reporter, 
b u ilder of fiddles. 
Although a stone's throw 
from the Moul'lt Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
o n the Co ri ey-Ca ress 
Road, he hitch-hikes o r 
walks the 1 Yo! miles on the 
old Brru<ton Turnpike 10 
his home church at High 
Knob. You pass Ander­
so n' s Taxidermy. Mr. 
Anderson is reall y a 
carpenter. I don't know 
how he ever wound up 
being a saviour for big game 
hunters. You app roach 
Holly Junction headwaters 
of the Sutton Dam, where 
both fo rks of Holly come 
together. Six years ago, a 
railroad hub and busy 
depot when the narrOW 
gauge passenger train out of 
Webster Springs made 
connection with the 8&0 
passenger trains Out of 
Richwood to Clarksburg. 
It is nOw underwater and 
the site is kno wn as 
Kana wha Run Trad ing .. ~~.~ 
the U.S. park their boalS 
during winter season . It is 
now run by Shirley and Jim 
Bright. Thill is a pXK:I place 

Yau pass the New Hope 
Chu rch of Dial'la, a 
people"s church paid for 
and erected by the athens 
of Diana. When you stOp at 
Bru ffy's Store for gas and 
oil. you turn the comer and 
you are on State Routes 15 
and 20, and th~ Webster 
Springs Turnpike, and 
Cool's Country Store, and 
the Diana Post Office. 
opposite Basil Cutlip's 
hometown park. Mr . 
Cutlip takes great pride in 
his job as park superin­
tendent. You are now 26 
miles on your way to the 
SO-mile Hip to visit the 
Cass Scenic Railroad, and 9 
miles out of Webster 
Springs, sometimes called 
Puzzle Hole because of 
Webster's thre e big 
mountains: Miller , Point 
and M cGuire. You have to 
go downhill to get into 
Webster Springs and uphill 
to get out. 

You are now 35 miles on 
your 86 miles to Cass. You 
are in Webster County, 
Webster Spr ings. 

MayoI 
a small town with 

to earth people. ru 
you mter the citY and cI056 

Minaai Springs Mottl. On 
the left is. City Hall" a 
wealth of information 
indudiT€ a full list of high 
school graduate picrores of 
aU Wes'otet Spring5 High 
School, befOft: consolida­
tion. You tum aJOund, 
come back [0 St:ars 
Roebuck and stop, enter 
the Court House lawn. and 
help yourself to natural salt 
sulphur water. which some 
say tastes likt: rocren egp.. 
You continue south on 20 
paSt the Oo-Mart wtuch 
scrves delicious sandWICh­
es. Charlie Skidmore's 
Service Stanon. Foodiand 
and limmv's Exxon. You 

coal to\l."O. Y~"~;;t~; 
aCIOSS Point MountaHl , 
always fresh air, fog and 
cool nights through Junt', 
July, A~\lSt and Septem­
her. Yo u stOP at lhe .... 

, 

Or 
Coolinucd f 
........ hC. 
Doh 18,13 
nub l,<W 
QuyKump, 
ol1935_ 
1960. Ha 
hiJ;r.OIuol 1 
naaonaily 

0=< ""'. 
,-r\J, tb 
<:ku>b« 
.... ='" 
bfo ... -n" 1 ,.,., ...., 
-Yo 
y~ 

Head. y. 
219 atII 
;55 , 0 
"... , 



. / 
~ 

--

•• • 
~ 



• 
t 

,. I , , , 
• I • 

-Only 86 Miles I 

,,~i«l 

• 

OIghr I 7 p.m. (r m five 
unt in WV: p hur, 
i, BraxI n, Gilmer, 

nd eb Icr . l[I rhesooal 
the week, and 

every y has a ood moe . 
Th sell. buy and cra(k 
Th h3ve been at i 0 Ion 
they re no 100 er 
am IcU They are all 

n 

A Ie. a 

n 

y's yearly h< 
the upper 
airport. ya. 
Hill Roa 
Councy's 

n, hell· 
health c.eII 
paM e 
Methcxh 

entn. 
w1th I 

i 



Miles From Flatwoods To 
, "lOt r" 
\\ Llf . 

,.hWl. .Itnc-t. 
Ie chr ",I 

J 

\ ' .. ,00r1V h llllt'u."Hnlnt-! . AI 
,hr "I iX'f end t r the 
"Itf'-"'Irr. "Oll mle" ,he.., Oyer 
'hll Rt)tuJ tn Braxton 

.. unt ' ~:llltiful mnr# 
• '0, hell-rink rcJ brl k 
h< hh t..~tHtr . Next you 
,.. .. the fl'fflSon United 
MrthnJ .. , ' hur h, bin k 
h:lr (,nfmn c, brf k pntio 
,,,th I ur ro n, robles wirh 

""h .. , 0 tx.,u ri(u l well-
"rt tm(' fcry amid nn oak 

tT \~ •• ~~( ertinF! (or n 
c unlr) hur h _ Yo u 
, urn<)· on past rhe 

, '\· ~I~ R d, home o( 
~ m ,11< pl~, (armer, 

ntractor and a 
l<p n the WV 

,'utJtl~ IUlllroad narrow 

Rnuge passenger train, also 
1)& Rai lroad possenger 
truin, from larksburg to 
Richwood . Next yOl! pass 
the High Knob Methodi.t 

hutch nnd cemetery built 
in 1890 and rebuilt in 
1950-- home church of 
Braxton County's honored 
citizen Wilkie Dennison of 
Cowen, farmer, commun~ 
iry newspaper reporter, 
bui lder of fiddles. 
Alrhough a stone's throw 
from the Mount Hebron 
United Methodist Church 
o n the Co rley-Caress 
Road, he hitch-hikes or 
walks the 1!-1 miles on the 
old Braxton Turnpike to 
his home chur ch at High 
Knob. You pass Ander­
son's Taxidermy, Mr. 
Anderson is rea lly a 
carpenre r. I don't know 
how he ever wound up 
becng asaVlou r for big game 
hunter . You approach 
H lIy Jun [1 n hen water 
d~ m, where 
h r · H 11 , m 

'.Iher 
b 

to spend the afteTnoon i 
you are a boat trader. Yo 
pass Thompson's, Holl 
Hole campsite. Thompson 
a coal stripper and builde 
of Harrison County'ssuPe1 
Bri dgeport rna II, is a for mel 
Webster County native 
You pass the New HOI> 
Church of Diana, 
people's church paid f~ 
and erected by rhe citize ~ 
of Diana. When you stOp ' 
Bruffy's Store for gas a9 
oil, you turn the comer aq 
you are on State Routes 1 
and 20, and the Webstl 
Springs Turnpike, a~ 
Cool's Country Store, at 
the Diana Post Offit 
opposite Basil Cutlir 
hometown park . M 
Cutlip takes great pride 
his job as park super 
tendent. You are now 
m.i1es on your ,""3. to 

6-mile trip to "lS)I 

Ca en Ie Ra ilroad, an 
miles OUI of Ie , 

rneomes 
H k 

tt:r~ 



woods To Cass-
Ihe "" k Fork Ridge, o n 
Ihe Ie I I 1'''0 Skltln'lOr "s 
!'ierv cc 'uulol"l," ro til 
Nuecl the WV Llqu r 
"t,He "nd hcvrolct 

urnKe , At tn t P light Is 
Mllrl' R ·SlUurnnt. Turn 
rl~hr n 15 uth j" 

!-Inn,,1 k's Restaurant and 
' rvl c tutlon . You come 

k t the st p light, take 
tAte Ro ute 20 and you are 
n your way to Valley 

Head. Yo u pass the old 
Wcb6tcr prongs Hotel, the 

nk , turn right atthe $ca rs 
R cbu k t re, and you 
see • n ex client m o tel with 
rca noble price, the 
M ineral prings Motel. n 
th I (t 0 ity Hall, a 
wealth (in( rmation 
tnclud o ~. ull list o( high 

h I gmdu te pi rure 
all beer prongs H ogh 

o 
h I. b re It 

Y u rum 
b 

nd 
11 

Onl)7 
t.:ontinu ed Prom 1'. 
Rando lph County p 
tion 28 , 734 and 
miles 1,046.34, he 
Guy Kump, great (II: 
o( 1935 and W ally 
1960. How man. 
historical points is 
nationally for tho 
state Fo rest Festi· 
year! y, the first 
October when Ja 
has rurned the I 
brown. auburn [ 
you know winter 
way. 

You come to 
Head, you rum 
2 19 and Scenic 
1155 , one-half t 

pa the Vall 



" hool "'fillhl h.~ rn tur 5'~f 
"II ,. kt" SI1''''1( H,!!h 

h .. ,I. hdnt ton ,h<la . 
,hH\ VO\! turn round. 

011H' h" to Soar 
R.,,·\111, ~ "" 1 ""I'. ~n'l'r 
till' ( ""'1 11,," . "'wn •. 110 
I ,1" Y""r ·If 10 rllll\ln,( .II! 

1111 II lit """,-r. whl h () ,_ 
.I~ 1.,.1,' Ilk,· rnt ,on ~. 
"" I 1",lInu' ,ulh (" 20 

I "I II I IU- M.lr "'h, h 
,'r d ·lllluu: mowl h. 
". h.!tli klumorc' 

'r 1<:' 'i1.llIlln. 1'0 lan d 
InJ Jimmy' exxun. You 

tho 
I. 

u c nnu 
Mountatn . 

and 
h Ull(". 

em· 
t the 

nJ 
nt r\ lilt. 

I 

J '" •• 
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Only 86 Miles To Cass , 

~ OrMb PiFrom~I" 
. ~ Counn·. """"", 
... ;.;.. iJ-t and square 
.." 1.l.'\tO.J.4 hoak of 
0.. t.:18f' . rtnt ~J\"emor 
_ J~l5..J \t'aDv BIlrron. 
J96.... ~. INnY great 
"gnat poerafS ts khO""n 
.~ for the yearly 
... fwar Fcsm-al held 
,.h. the fust \Io~ in 
Q-t.obrr ... ·hen Jad: Frost 
... rurna:f dv: lea\"e$ to 
brown. auburn rem. and 
fOIl know WllltCT is on its ..,. 

You come to Valley 
Hmd. you tum south on 
219 ..Ii Scmic Highway 
.sst onMWf mile. you 
... the v.ney Head 

Restaurant, and Mingo 
named after the Indian 
rribe. A number of Indian 
statues are scattered 
dtroughout this area and 
the}' hold a yearly Woo! 
Festival. You cross the 
famous Cheat Mountain, 
11 miles to a sign pointing 
ro Snowshoe. You stop at 
the. Big Spring Restaurant 
and Store, and Ski Barn, 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Silver Creek ski ranges and 
the Cass Scenic RailrOQd. 
You take secondary route 
9, ~ mile passing the Big 
Spri n g Pre sby terian 
Church. You will see about 
1()..12 horses in a fie ld 
which belongs to the 152~ 

room motel located at th(> 
Gateway to Snowshoe and 
Sil ver Crt.ock ski ranges. A 
sign says Whistlepunk Inn. 
6 miles, you continue on to 
tho r ny Flat Road, 
secondary rock base, 113 
crossing Cheat Mountain, 
7 miles to Buck Mt. Rood . 
secondary l !l.z miles to 
Casso You have now 
completed the 86 miles 
(rom 1~79 Aatwoods in 
Braxton County. to 
Pocahontas County. and 
Cass. You are ready to ride 
the' Cass Scenic Railrood •. 
which schedules, price of' 
tickets, and other 
info rmation appears in this 
paper. 
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The Country Store 
And Loafers Gawk! 
D<c<mh« 29. 1965 

January 1966 has rolled 
around and one should be 
writing about the histor" d 
1965, but somehow I 
wander to CamP Caesar 
where farmers gather to 
butcher. 1 haven't been 
over this fall , therefore 1 
have no fresh sau&age or 
bacon and the liver we. used 

th row away. I remember 
last time: t helped 

asked 

years later, I would be • 
member of the Wut 
Virginia LegIslature . 
writing for ~wspapers, 
appearing on TV and 
ncha-much less running 
for Congress. 

Far be it frOm me to trY 
and tum back the dock. 
Civilited roen ma~e 
prO\V~. We never smnd 
still-we travel by 101 

to 

from New Yor~ 
\ 



y 86 Miles To Cass 
Us , •• ...1 H,,-' .... 14 
.... l~~\ 

10 

.nd 
"'\IIlet " on I 

m.r 10 V.lley 
urn IOUth On 

H·lkw.y 
malr. you 

V.lky Hrad 

RC .• t"Hanl , ~n , 1 Min.:., 
nlRl l>lier til<" InJl.tn 

Iti ..... A numhct of IndUn 
"""UC' Ire Jlc allcrcd 
hro~oul ,hi' area lind 
Ihn holJ Q yc:arly Wool 
F.:~II\ al You Cfl)~ Ih 
f.mo .... Cheal Mounoun. 
II mll~ to a ~Ign pointing 
10 Snow<hoc, You SlOp at 
the Bill Srnn~ Restaurant 
:and Slore:. and Ski Barn. 

Ic:way to Snowshoe: and 
Sliver C rI:ek ski ranges and 
lhe Cass Scenic Railrood . 
You cake secondary route 
9. I" mile passing the Big 
Sp ring Presbyterian 

hurch. You will see about 
10-12 horses In I Aeld 
which belongs to the 152-

ruom motel Ioot.td .: 
s.-..bt,c: .w 

ra .... 1\ 
"'I!" .a)" W hllllrpunk In ... 

miles. youconnnucont 
Ihorny F lat R oad. 
secondary rock bbc: 1/ 3 
crossing Cheat Mount2in. 
7 miles to Buck Mt. Road. 
seconda I)' 1 ~~ mtlcs 10 

Casso You have no,," 
complered the 86 miles 
'rom 1-79 Aatwoods In 

Braxton County. 10 

Pocahontas Count)·. and 
Cass. You are ready [0 ride 
thc' Cass Scenic RaLlrood. 
which schedules. price 0 

tickets . and other 
Information appears In this 
paper. 
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... i W. .untry Store 
~afers Gawk! 

c~r I ~ r, I w uld be a 
member o( the West 

fllIn.. Leg. lature, 
wnnng r new papers, 

I'l'eanng n TV and 
d.o-much Ie runnmg 
r 

men ma e 
W c oc" r Clnd 
ltsvd 707 

C"o Y f 

hou.:'S. l 



..1~ O f ' 1nttHI mn~ a~, 
t~ • fIIhn" V Ur rt 

(l Il'l V ryt hlnR I 

It IV ,Ie" J Y U 

rt 'r I t nd VI1U . od 
.n I,n ulo 'l l' Y 

I h vuun I(lrl r 
11 I tI ,. r I WI th 

I" .... ok. nIJuqlrh;l1r. 
t, lin 11m' hve 
hJnlt I think /'1/ get I 

j. my Id he d arv. 
~ II Urln" Wlnt r. 

mow r ca rp­
hlgh-h I d hoes 

• r rtamly Il()( 

m~ rt-boo 
w m n need to 

pel'\(ll harpener in 
lIet thc lS t in the 

The ',. 
h mlln 

m ved the 
n "t men' 
n ch nd It' 
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d e n't 

• 



-



• 



• 

nu II tAL {amily o{ H. F. and S. R. GiOJen. You Giwn, this writer being on my motluiTs lap. The 
- y rw:oa-nite my {allier and mather. The only others are my brothers and sisters. 
-'- iJeWflClUi(m I make is D. P. "Shni{f' 
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The Booming Business in CasS ... ~ ... 
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THE BOOMINt; 
Cass Business • 

In 

Scenic railroad i, kee/)ing everybody bll'Y· 
, 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

... -r 
~ old' Shay engoine wail5 ot Can Depot before fiFlt Nil. 

"lithe old Shay enginll'. . hauling more 
thlln 200 happy tourists, puffed up ~nld 
Knob In itll sixth week of operation, 
it seemed to be !lIying. '" thought J 
eould, 1 thought I could, I thought 1 
could!" . . 

LIke the locornoth'e In [be dl1ldren s r~ble. 
the Hille enllne whl~h pU/ihcd and pulll:'<1 on the 
CUI Sct!nJ~ Rllilroad In Pt>C~ hO~l~1 c .. ~nIY ~as 
w!>ere II waa be<:ause of optimISm, dc.crrm""· 
lion and eoouranc:e. 
~OM qualities belonged I.., the eMS Planning 

Committee, B 1011'.31 Eroup , .. ,mcd in ,\"Gust. 1~, 
• Iler 1/111'. Mower Lumber Co. do.:l'<i the ~a"'mlll 
and loU1nl operalion winch hac 5"pporled Ihe 
Casl comm un ity. 

Thil four . ~mbtr conll"iUc", headed by 
Th..ooore Rllfe. eMel aCc.)\ln lanl or the Na· 
11".,1 Radio A&tronomy O~r,·:l(ory at Gr~n­
b:>n~ and J . M. "a1M' J •. . ~ Cass merchant. 
had ~ ,0.1: 11M: purc:ha", by lhe ~Ia le of p3rl 
01 II." lOUi n, r.ll .. ·a)" as II W~I Vi.,lni3 lour­
I>.t allr.cUon. 

"nIe ~plIrl_nt of ;<.'atural Rcsourres. 
pl'Jued b)" • Pl'r~nnlal lund shorlage. was 
n .... 81 fir$\ ~i'·e 10 the idea. But lhe Cass 
" I.nnl"l Commillte WII$ not easily discour­
aled. With l\ew&p,pU l u""".1 aDd u... aid of 
Iriendl, lelislalo .. , $1(,0.000 w45 allllropnaled 
by the 19f1 LeJl:slalure for Ihe purebase of 
11M! Casa Irlcks aDd rlght ... f.w!!y. The Depart. 
/TICnlo/ N.IIl.a! Ruour~ aC<luired !he IIroperl, 
In Ihe Summer of 19&2. 

AllhQUl.h the ~t3le had only 3boul $30.000 
10 make rell.i., to Ihe 10gginJ .<»Id and build 
the nc:ceuny f.cllil ..... the Cau Scenic lI all_ 
road opened for bU!11lUS on J UDe 15, 1963. five 
dll)"' bet"ore !he slak·s tOOth birthday. The Casa 
1'I3nnllll Committee thoughl It COUld. and It had. 

By July 28. before lhe hllSin"$!! day starlM. 
3.196 lI<.Iulil and 1.5S8 children had, during \he 
1In11 U,·e .... eeks 01 operation. lIaid $2.00 nnd 
'1.00. r6pectlvely. lOT Ih e elghl·mile round lrip, 
Durin, Ihe rlflh week 01 o]>l!n lion, alone. rall_ 

way larn were collecled in the alTll)unl 01 52.205. 
There wtre....\!r..nwbackt and dlsa ppoinlmenls. 

Onl)' lour mllel o( 11M: Irack could be utUiltd 
Ihb )"t'~r (or on lLS~nl of aboul 1.000 f~l. nils 
~ aboul half of the ID\a\ railwny m[~age I'll­
vli loned, and p'I.'IC!IIIl'ra are 1101 )'et ,bIe 10 
view Ihe breol hloklnl panonlllll from MU 
Ihe lop of Bald KIIDb . at 4.l5l f~t the I«Ond 
hi&hut peak In II>e I iaif. 1I0p0ed.for fUncb from 
Ihe U, S. Mu ·lIede'·elopmelll Admlllllll'etiaII 
hue 1>01 ~n 'ppnl\"~ . 

But tile outlook Ia 111M d.rk. Prot\l~lIt of 

.M Wesl 
wanl no 
rural 

0(. 
lor)' offlclall". In 
approved, CUI 
will proceed a l II rapid pKe • 

. An Importanl lalk whkh would be ...... 
aIel), undertaken wOllkl be l/Ie ckarllll of , ... 
slash 10 ellmlNO!e nre hauorrb. All obMn'Jt_ 
lower neaT Ihe lop of tile mvtIlIlala .... IaIctt 
prlorll),. for the Ule 01 bath .~ NI4 
phoill/lrapl!eri. SoIrne old raolroad arl. -
used is Iooer (I~, ."uld ,robtbIJ k ~ 
Yated and plaee!! III aer.-lce. 

III an arllde publlahed 1rI the su.N1' ea-u. 
Mail Stale Maladne of " I ), 14, "I, 1 w,.. 
that lhe pnlbJem .... 0\IId _ 10 be, IIf\.n" .. 
rnilway ,els iIIlo opt:ntlOll. DOt It allnd ~­
isis. but \l) l ind &Ulfkimt I/YizIc ...,... ... 
food 1M !hem ,Iter lhelr .nil1ll 'nita ___ 
seems 10 have boten --.e. 

Mu), 01 the cu.s SorBiC! RailNIII 
brlna piclIlc lunriles ,lid ~ 
"ould be )1st a rMciuIilll . 
sloD_ Foc Pimple :. • 

11Ie trlln 00eI DOl tvII 00 .... 
day, bul 1)11 SatunU)"S. !iUlI4II7I. 
makes tIIrH Irlp......- In tM :. 
In !be ,net_II. Oa ... .a-
aDd Friday •• il malt. 1_ ~ 

TboIe "jill pk1Ilc III~ ,. a 
earl)' trill&". h.l,e hltidt ..,. tile 
(afeb a [aler Itlln *k I. CI.t.L. 

on m; vl$ll. the W_', Sodd,y "' ..... 
ServIce 0( tile MethodlSl a.wdI., • c.. ........ 
w all malllll' lind Mn'iAI pita ......... 
and d l$lr\tNtlDI MIll d"'" hi ~ ("60 ...... 
The9 local -.nell _, b.vd '- ...... . 
tIM! t.ct ., rutaul"Dllb Ut u..- .,.... 

The wt\oIe Pf"O)Hot. tr)' lttoe • .,. ......... . 
"d,t .ltbDul tile ~t_ ...... CIi 1. 
alld Oblo RaR-to.,-, ..tIIdI aa... ..... ~ 
doctOI: 10 ba -.cI ........... ~ ell'. '1'1, 
IIekfl .trk$,. •• ~Ia& _ .... &aW4II ~ 
1I:rw~~""a-.· .......... . 

bad ~ 1\1 taa<t .'- , ............... . 
-..- ...... U,..· ..... _ 
) ........................ . 
.. ......................... S '7 ....... 

IVIfN)" 



commodations in Cous, but yoU might try the 
nearby Io .... ns of auck~ye, Marlinton, or Boyer, 
or COllllult the W. Va. Depi. of Agriculture's 
Vac.al101i Farm Directory. 

~ JeeI1Cl'y alld cUmate are worth some slight 
illOJ!lvtnle~. Ollt of the P~tticr ways to reach 
Can, ol·er an U~Uel1t high .... a)·, i.l through the 
MOI)(.I

D
rahti;1 !'.' .. tional Porest illId Seneca SLate 

}'ote:II, btt\\·~n HUnternlife and Dunmore. 
On !he railwa,. ride 1l5elf, vlzitor, Iral"el .In 

1"'0 lark OalClll"l pro~ideij \Io'ilh benches and 
aD o··t!ftead co,·triol of Wood III'''' plaltle. W. E. 
Blackbuol I ~l 'ritwiteacher. lalidcrmill. - -

I __ 

Blackhurst's stuffed an imal museum at Cass is popular spot. 

~. a 
,-"'1"'ft , \ 

.-
# 

, , 
~ 4 " . , 
~."","". 

I , 

WSCS ladies prepare refreshments to sell to rail road tourists.. 

He is right. .. \.~ (he Shay rmshes the natcars stranger, just shnke his hand and" Introduce 
up the mountain, cI'cr}"onc crO" 'ds to the sides, yourSt'If. We don 't want nny t ~outJ le , _ 
anxio"· to look at nnd pholoaraph lht' SCCucn'. .m1lckhurst is an expert t n~Hwrmlst and ha$ 

.... ". . f ' '~Is Blackhurst Il()inl ~ Ollt somc aneiclI! railroad C3rs st( up ;looul 175 mounted sllccnncl'l5 n anm , 
where "Jo.;:gers camped (or six months nl a found ill the area, llS " 'ell 11$ a fe .... l'llotll' 
time, and the only r~rcatjon they had was poker slll:ldcs, ill a sm;11I museum ot ,.J ..... " !.tl l<' 

and fighting." bl;Jck beur. kl1loo recent»' nC.lf th:l! communlt), 
As the Iwill turns lip the grade .. I l..culher_ greels the I'lsi lor a l the (1.-.01'. 

IllO~l' m.l~' be< obt~ t4 .. , .. _ a. All .... 
l['nshe tall.' b ".IIrb~'. u.,. -=--- ,-.,. it 
Ideal. llnel tht~.., b ~ 

1"hI! \WI~ _ho &f'1' 
II M':k 10 tlo.: Itw c.-.xs r; 
I'II~'\'''('\I , ~iq f ...... u.. 
\ i"IOO' bu.Il, 0.. ' ....... ... 

.,. 'a... - .... .", Ita .. 
bllrk Creek . .... hich hends up at ~ ,800 rl'f!t and The I'rc~nt S('c>nil,: IlollrO;I,ll'lId, Ill! ., pI<lLC"u 
ctlnlains nalh'c li rook Iroul. fl!nckhurllt wlUHy ubout fou l' mHI.'8 HII lhl' tlIII1I1111i,Il ~:I"""'" 
":k,,:, ,',,' ''','' ,,' ,10, """,w"" ''''',cr", IV", ''', '''', ",,"',," ",,' ,,", ,., ,'",,', " • ~, •• -. ..... . 
v,,,'", •. ""'"'. " "" Jor"" ,,,or "'""",,.,, ",,,,, '"'' ,,, """or " """,or~ 'M' "".. , .... "" ..... _ ...... f;:' ':" """:, __ 
In Ih~ rUn"I, IJIlI:k nbunrd, The I'llIht mitt' 11ot! 1._ I."......... rr _ 

"""~."r. "Mt,. M"Sbllt. 
t'~..tK"t .... -­................ 

-- - - - 7 - -



nommOdaU ..... I~ <MI, t.JI )'/I'll mllllE tt'7 the 
.... oiIt Ic>WN 01 8\Icl:;ryr, "'"rl",IOII. cor fkITn. 
Gf roMU!! /hot W VI, Dtpt, 01 A ... cull~'s 
V~UO!l Fum O,,.CIOJY, 

'nor S«Mr)' Ind dillll'e '" ... om some .H,chl 
11IC"".rnJc.1>ee- 0"" 01 ,ho! i'TfUif'r .... ,. 10 tud! 
en'. o~tr u PletU"", /11th_at •• I/lt~ !be 
1d_.~l\tr. N.t./(,Jmt For~ Ind Sfflec:. 51,,1, 
... ~ bet"'",n IhlnlerlTJI\c .nd !)unmor., 

0.. the uihrr.,. ride IIMiI' •• iuLot. trlvel 'In 
.... 0 tnt.a n.te ••• ~rovkll'd ... ;,h ~nch" .nd 
.D ov(rfttad (OvttlnK 01 _Q(.od 'told phll;t~, W E. 
IJ).(ihu"l, ~ 1"".1 Ichoollcaliltr, tUldtrmlli. 
.l1li .~lhl)f'l)' (>~ ..... e.! Vlr¥'"'G I,,"io,. VtClvldN 
• ru""11II (OfnlJ\t'nl'r~ II"lth Ih~ .id I>l In tle(· 
tronlc "bullhotq:' 

"Never m,nd .boul Ih" lIenl.o." h~ lell. U,.,.~ 
" "10 have lite. unlucky I" lh, 8~r~mble for 100m 
011 ~nch e., ")'OU'II ~II t.oe .tMdlnr UJI btfore 
"'e '"' ,ery 14r. ~,,) ..... ~y:' 

lfe is riIht. M f!w Shay pushes !be r",te.m: 
lIP the .-........ eryone c<owds to tbe sides, 
...,.ioI¥ 10 IoooIr .t aDd piooIIlcDpb the ~. 
.Bl.Iod<lIunI: pOIm. oul ..,.,. .....,iMt railroad C'iI~ 
.1Mo~ "kIgenI eamped fO)f .. , mcmths at a 
tune, and the only tetTPlioa OIey had ..,as po«r 
aDd fJablj"C 

AI llot I"La I....,. up tho! 61'_ at Leatber· 
bark CreO, whldI ~ad5 lIP at 4.100 r_ and 
eomaillf ~ti"e brook trout Sl:\cldnJnt "';Uity 
law ad"'''''''''l:e 01 tbe _ .... Iuot disltW1~ Wesl 
Vlr.cinla ·'Imqe'· to .n·Cc jollity lind r~ 
to Ibe CTo><"d, • 

"Thill: b" LelltlM'rbark Crftk." be AYS. ""nd 
tbefe', _ roeop\e ,,'110 U'e t,p ~re ,,110 don't 
loki: W:lllg~u, U I~)' h.1Ppeped III ~ In,. 
.hey might take D _hoi II !bern, and "ilb ~ 
uOllid wi. big. Ihty cwldn', miss. 1'>111 th.ol I 
evrr k"'lw lho.om to mISS, an)"way. ~ II rlllJ took 
ilrOllnd )011, IIlId SCl' ~n:vbody thaI ioolo,s like a 

manger, jusl wi<t bis hand and Inlroduce 
yGUnelf, We dato·! want any Il"OUble." 

Slacklmrst is an up<'rt taxidermist :IIW h3$ 
,.,,1 up ,boIIIt 175 mounted specimens of animals 
lound in lbe area, 33 well ;t.!I .. fell" e~otl~ 
spedes. in a small museum .. t Casso A I .. rge 
black be.r, lulled teCl.!ntly near \h .. t communi!)', 
r~ts the "isitor at lhe door. 

Tht presCnt Scenic Railroad ends on .. plalcJlI 
:.br:tu1 four lIlile. up the mount:>;n, E"cr)'one 
Cels 0111, stretd\es and eals .. nd drinks in a 
plcnk ~I'fa for about 15 miDiltes, then cli,nbs 
back obonTll. 1lH:! eight·mile ride takes two hours. 

AI II l:ller date. when the train (ooes oll the 
"'3)' up Said Knob . the trip may be twict :IS 
)"nt, ror thtlSC who care to lake it. The ,·jell" 
Irom the top is worth a long ride. but there wilt 
~ both a long and S;Ktrl h3,,1 La suit ;ndi"id" .. 1 
t~.It5, 

The potential 0' Lh~ eass olrea is grenl. if [he 

mOMY rna)· he oMaincd 10 de ... dop iI ., An u­
te nsil'!'. e:l,'e i, nearby. the summer climate \.s 
idcal, and Ihe scenery is magnl fitent, 

The visitors II ho are paying ovcr $2,000 a 
"'cck 10 ride thc tass railroad &ee'm III be 
pleased, judging from their remarks In the 
visitors' book. One yo""g 101.lr~t from MariintO/l 
however, wrote a ~omplaint. and \h~ were bis 
exact words: 

"I dinnel set no lIares." 
seriousl)', as resIdents of Tenn~ and N()Ith 

Carolina ha"e found an t in the Grellt Srnolde!l , 
the black bear 1$ a most papular tour ist attrac­
tion. albeit something of a nuisance. and e,'en 
a danger to the incaut ious. The black beat could 
be .. ,';olnablc tourist assel if allowed to multiply 
in his nalural environment arwud Cass, 

A li ve blaek btar can altract tourists. A c:ead 
one attracts only nics, 

At end of run up mountain, tourists get off and streich 
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legs, Some bring out picnic lunch., and take lat.r 
lral" boclt. 

II 

, 



Exterior of Cau Country Store. Charleston entrepreneurS are behind this facility. 

WHAT'S NEW AT CASS! 

State's largest wmist spot 
finally getting some necessary 
itnprovements and there are more 
on the board as soon as money 

0. J,. .. Ui., 19G3 totuillti traveling 
C-~ rWll""l*d on it. !i~t 
51: nJSI c!btaorutd • pleatoant tact: 

At at1"~ the Shay locc..Motive 
JJ\i!;:J:l« \hi" can w .... rmulne antique. 
lie u.;iiI~'" dIIeoverecl .11 unple .. 

lilt tw:t T--.. .~ a1 elM 
___ ,.. aa """'" at tbe , .. model Shay. 
,... ... , ..,.,. UlOId pl.. '* mea' ..... \0 
w.. , .... I6Gd IIIId 10Nt It III tbto loco-
...erN r .. tt.oa. 

rn"al c.t.dI .. ~ htlpe,d WI might.­
If ... ~, __ , ... WWlwkhel, but de­
... ,,~ ~ 1IIW1 and 1l\CI unbap. 
PJ ___ ... WI WItII _1II11BOf0 III/IJrlsh· 

BY WILLIAM C. BUZZARD is available. 

.... hat is DOW a major West Virginia touri$!. ai­
u-actlon. 

Operating a railroad on a shoestring led to 
lOme m addening inc:idc:nlll which were very 
llellrly cllUlstrophes. For instance, a WIlSh­
Ing;t.on, D. C., newspll(lCI" sent in a writer 

~whO gave ample and avorable cover age to 
CllII, and his story prompted marly' WllShing­
lOnillllS \0 make the- long drive to Soulhcm 
We_ Virginia. Th is' WIlS well nod good, unlil 
• locomotive axle broke al the tim" of \heir 
villL 

State Road Commission will al$O reps,·e \be 
rem aining lour or 1I,'e miles of road to Cass. 

The AHA gunt of 5576,000 was finally .p­
PrOyed, and State parks officials say that bids 
on \JIe r ailroad ... ·or\: .... w be received Au­
~st 17. It is probable, ho .... ever, ibal no ma­
JOr work w\ll be dOlle until nCl;t spring. 

What will be done ",lib Ibe AltA granl? 
First, the C.ss scenic RailrGad w\ll be extend­
ed lour mtles, \0 the lop 01 Bald Knob,' nearly 
$0. This wlll make ibe ride twice as \oDg 8.$ at 
present, althOUgh there will still be • slop at 
WblLUlkcr , tho place on tho mountain where 

Ille ron noW ends. The accIdent injured DO one, but II did pul 
IlIC railroad 0111 of business until a new rudo 
WII.II Iocllted. wblcb took no lihort .search (II be .ml' .... v • • • 
1" ... k .. l i .... l m~<1 .. Ih .. ",,~ .... h 'Ih,... . ...... ' • ...:~=~::. _______________ ::: 

The l;C(:Uon of railrGad that now exislll will 
, Rpllroad shOPS on the liM near 

• • 

the lirsl prlvate-l:nlerprlst de\"eIopmenb al 
Cass, Ia still going strong, .Dd lllaek/lUl"Sl 
has now mounted aboUt * animals lor ~our 
inspeCtioP. 

A Ciyjj.War Museum, opcaed last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, II Deal" the 

_ Blackhurst taxidumy t'Xbibit 11 lealur". 
"peo:Iwrll\efl" recordt, \etten I.IId lI"anU a 
celltun' old, Includln& Ciyll·War plll'roIlL 
'll>ere are mall)' wNpGIIS of the LincOID ~., 
and other bric·a-brac !lOt cloRly connecttd 
wlib the Civil War, sueb as a letlulDe WfSt 
VirginIa moonshIne still . 

There are l1li O~IlrII!ghl aCCommod~10111 In 
cass, and Van·' Motel, abolJl 10 mllel dblaol, 
yet affords ibe nearest. Iodllinll. But ,1:1 lIIileJ 

~ 

I 





J\ ~ IU1Vt'rUSl.'tl, lone ::) llay . IOCOm ? t l vc 
pulling (.he cars Wfl8 a genu me ant ique. 

Dut CMS visitors also discovcr~ an unplcns· 
t (ncl ' Tourist accommodations at Cos.s 

an c Jus', a5 antique as the 188().model Shay. 
;;~ OD.ly WRy you could get a ho~ '!leal was to 
bring )'our own food and roast Jl m the loco­
motive firebox. 

Locnl church women helped out might­
ily with pies, cakes, and sandwiches, but de­
ntnnd often outslrjpp~ supp~Y and the ~ap­
py tourist was lelt With notbUlg morc nourish­
ing thUD food (or thought. 

In Cuss, toilet facilities of the man-made va· 
r iety were limited to those at the end of the 
"Un and in the old ~&O depot. 

tr you wished to wash away tile soot and 
!fers nccumulated during the, two-hour train 

ride there was plenty of runmng water -no 
w~ooms. just running water .. You had. a 
choice of Leatherback Creek or Ole Greenbrier 
Rh'er. . 

The nearest motel or hotel accommodahons 
" 'ere 10 miles away at the hamlet of Boyer 
(pronouDced "Bowyer"). Lodging. could be 
bad there at Van's Motel, but the eIght rooms 
at Van's were likely to be fWed, and the little 
motel boasted no dining room or lunch coun­
ter. '!be Dearest place where yo~ could buy 

• a bot meal, in fact, was at Marlinton, about 
'" mDes away. 

1be net result of these several inconveni­
eoces was that visitors motoring home after il 
long bot day at Cass were nearly always sun­
~, IOOty, cinder-covered, hungry, irrita-
ble, thirsty and dog-Ured. . 

1be tact that 5,354 paying customers never­
lbeleSI rode the Cass Scenic Railroad during 
the first live weeks of operation in 1963 is a 
iJowing tribute to the bardihood of the Amer­
kan tourist and the fanaticism of the railroad 
IIuIl. 

Tbere bas been a steady OIdvaJlce in rail­
road patronage, by the way, since the Shays 
-.,.,. ptlUiog in their new role at Casso Paid 
far . 'or Jim abow more than J8 per cent in­
er,.. over a comparable period in 1964. 

F..arl, advt:rle condltioll s at Cuss we-c in 
port .... 10 the deslro of PoenhonlllS-Counly 
C ADd the Department of Natural Ro. 
... .. (_lid OWM UI., nUroad , e(fccta 8 S­
~ "l1li It. and rOnllRuOUJ land) lO get 

"'I~ Itort...t durlnK tI1 Weat 
t ~J )' .r Thill ~oal Will n _ 

. tAIl .t a I 'UH In 1h(, ' IN"InH of 
J bait . ... ·1 ,mbr-rd. IlMi thoI<ln tw 

, ... "" _h 1 Iy ahJrtlAU ... .. . 
. 11 -

~UlUl,I IlIUuucllmg m eluem s Wntcn were 
!learly cntastrophes. For instance a W~ 
mK,ton, D. C., newspaper sent iii a write; 

.. who gave ~mple and avo1,'able coverage to 

I'/u .. ... " .... 'u , 

Cll~S, and hIS story prompted many' Washin _ 
torunns. to. '!lake the long drive to SouthJn 
West. VlI'g!mn. This was well and good until 
a. l?Comollve axle broke at the time oi the· 
v LSll II' 

on the roiltl 
gust l7. It !.I 
jor work wil 

The .accident injured DO one, but it did ul 
the railroad O\1.t of buSiness until a new ~ 
was l<»<:ated, whieh took no short search (: 
lucky find .made Ole search shorter). Prob­
~bly more. l.Olportant than the temporary halt 
ill operaltons was the -adverse impression 
made ,:,pon the. long-suffering viSitors £rom 
the natIOn's capital. 

What will 
First, the C. 
ed four mi1~ 
so. This will 
present, al\l 
Whittaker, 
the run no ... 

It appears that at long last the lean days 
at Ca~s are about over , and residents of the 
old mill town d,oubUess feel that it's none too 
soon. It took three years from the time the 
Sceni~ Railroad .idea was hatched by the Cass 
Plannmg Committee until the first passengers 
were hauled. And, before track gets laid and 
earth gets moved , it will have taken more 
than two years for federal Area Redevelopment 
Administration funds to be put to work at 
Casso 

The sedil 
be improve 
Cass will I 
(or tourist 1 
complete t 
live repair 
particular 

Two years ago, the ARA was thinking of 
granting the Cass Scenic Railroad over hall­
a-million dollars to extend the rails to the top 
of Bald Knob (elevation, 4,852 feet), and im­
prove existing facilities. But the grant was de­
layed by protests from the National Radio As-­
trQDomy Observatory at nea;rby Green Bank. 

The scientists with the big ' metal ears bad 
built a listening post to the universe, at Green 
Bank: JJecause the area was as quiet as a 
moon crater at midnighl 

uNo 'indeed," said they, "we don't want noisy 
trains and noisy people with their noisy au­
mobiles. It'll ruin our reception." 

The observatory oUicfals said it might be 
all right to keep tile Cass Scenic Railroad, but 
the access road would have to be relocated . 
Tbe accesS road happens to be W. Va. 28, 3 

primary highway. 
The S t 3 t e Road Commission screamed 

.. bout that. IICnn't do it! " snid Burl Snwyers. 
"ll would cost millions '" 

There was a deadlock which was (innUy 
broken by Sawyer's suggestion that part of 
W. VD. 7, not W. Vo. !!8, be rek1cntoo. W. V3. 
7 1II • secondary roud that connects W. Va . 
28 wllh oss nbout sl mil~ dl.stMt. 'The sug­
~Ntlon wos' Q ~\ltrd by ((''<It' rnl aulhori(IC'~ . 
and lho Inlrr~ t un of \ . • • 7 Md ~ 15 
bcolna mo\·..-d labout D ntU~ south or its prt"St'nt 
...... tJoa. ..~ 

'IbIa IDvoI blltld1na ...., and thr<..~t.nu~ 
... "- .. _ bUah~ , and Lbo job should be 
... .., liiio I&lI. II 1& .. ... bope<I _ Lbo 

At thc el 
tr ails will 
spruce [01 

structcd. 
which 1 I 
known as 

At the 
side of U 
will be 2 1 

At presell 
disembar 
picnic on 
rigbt-of-~ 
will be tJ 
Bcdd Kn( 

T.ntima 
lodge, sk 
mit of B 
availabh 
that. 

Down 
there ha 
since th 
owned 
sprung 1 
of r a.ilrc 

You , 
hot mel 
has ren 
it the 
trncth1! 
a.mple 
...·hich f 

You ~ 
Cass 
or the 
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on the rnilrood work will be r eceived Au· 
8ust ,17. It is probable, however, that no ma­
jor work will be done unUi next spring. 

Whnl will be done with the ARA grant? 
fo""irst , the CLISS Scenic Railroad will be extend­
ed lUlU" mUes. to lhe top of BnJd Knob, a nearly 
so. 'ThIs will mnke the ride twice as long as at 
prc~n l. although there will still be a stop at 
Wbillnker. tho plnce on the mountain where 
lhe run now ends. 

The sectiOIl of railroad that now exis ts will 
be improved. Ilailroad shops on the line Dea. 
Cas.'> will be renovated and probably opened 
(or tourist inspection. These shops, which I;tave 
complete tools and facilities lor steam-loco-. 
live repair, nre curiosities in themselves, with 
particular nppeaJ to railroad enthusiasts. 

At the eod of the line atop Bald Knob, hiking 
troils will be prepared through a beautiiul 
spruce (orest, and an overlook will be con­
structed. The panorama from this overlook, 
whjch 1 bave seen, is des tined to become 
known as a beauty spot of the East. 

At the present terminus, a plateau on the 
side or the mOWltain , about 40 acres ol land 
will be acquired by the s tate, if aU goes well. 
At present, riders ol the Cass Scenic Railroad . 
disembark and may, if they wish , frolic or 
pknic OD and around part or a J2..mile, 6O-foot 
rigbt-oC·way now owned by the state. There 
wiD be toilets and ,picnic areas at the top of 
Bald Knob and also at the lower stop. 

Ultimately. Cass enthusiasts dream of a 
lodge, ski trails and .other frills near the sum­
mit. of Bald Koob, but the baH-million dollars 
amiable from ARA at this time won' t cover 
that. 

Down in the valley at the present time, 
there have been many pleasant improvements 
anct! the summer of 1963. Severa! privately 
IMt'Dfd and operated establishments have 
Ipr\I3R up to cater to the more obvious needs 
01 ralIrood p.trons. 

'100 no longer have to travel 40 miles lor a 
.. mt.al. J . M. Kane Jr., a Cass merchant , 
11M r __ .ted • C4rO dining car and named 

u,.,. SbaJ Inn. Air-conditioned and at­,,,ctn,.,, fumiahed, the Shay Inn is 3D ex­
.-:~ 01 cr ltv 111inkln~. an oper.tion 
• (, .. f>".rl lIy with iIJI ISctting. 

"., .... , 1Il10 ,,., JOmf"thing to ent nt 0 10 
( ~ Kllrhtn. the r a urAnt section 
• U. l"Ollfttry StOft! •• huge. rl'l!llyled 
~= «111>1""'1 Uf. bul~lIn. wto k h AII!o 
t. t lAin, bfoot'bt- (or lh ... AT)', 
, ... , • .Md ~1 ",,",ir "culM. 

c~ u..tt7 • rom ..... _ lie, IIkn 1tlft 
.. 0 ,."o,,1y ...- .s."dopm('tll 

c"'!i'" f*It-'" u.. ......... 00'd roll· n ... ........, 1M ......,\111, p6IAlod. 
.... ',t. ... WI '!A '. ..., ......... 

... 'l>lJ1..~ lIU'I. 

A Civil·War Museum, opened last year by 
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Neighbor, is near the 

.. Blackhurst taxidermy exhibit. It features 
"penwrit.tcn" records. letters and grants a 
centwy old, including CivU·War p3yrOUs. 
There are many weapons 0( the Lincoln era 
~d other .b~ic.a·brac not closely connected 
w~lh . ~e Civil "far, such as a genuine West 
VrrglllJ8 moonshine still. 

There are no overnight accommodations in 
Cass, and Van's Motel, about 10 mUes distant 
yet aflords the nearest lodging. But sa m.ile~ 
north of Boyer is a new motel, The Hel"ll).itage 
at Bartow. Opened only this AprB, The Hermit~ 
age (not to be confused with another inn of 
the same name at Petersburg, in Grant Coun, 
ty) offers eight single rooms and 12 doubles 
and the only modern restaurant in the area. 

AroWld Marlinton , about 40 miles away 
are several new, modern, motels. Or those 
~ho plan. to vi.sit Cass might constde~ stay­
mg overnight m or near Elkins,. which has 
many motels and hotels to fit all budgets. I 
have found the trip from Elkins to Bartow, and 
thence to Cass, a last, pleasant , scenic drive 
leaving U . S. 219 at Huttonsville and taking 
U. S. 250 through the bills tmtil it intersects 
W. Va. 28 between Thornwood and Boyer. 

Suicide Cave, or Cass Cave, a spectacular 
cavern with an internal waterfall 100 feet high, 
has not yet beec opened tG the public. No 
work, in lact , appears to have been done on 
this natural tourist attraction, although private 
capital is said to be interested. One of the 
landowners, according to rumors around. cass, 
is being difficult. . 

. On the railroad itseH, there are now three 
Shay engines in operating cOcdition. And the 
bullhorn that train guide W. E. ;Blackhurst 
formerly used has been replaced by a more 
efficient loudspeaker system. It would . be a 
good idea for aITangements to be- made to 
protect train passengers from sudden sum· 
mer showers. You might carry a raincoat, 
just in case. . 

And bring along a sweater or 1igbt coal 
The summer sun is hot at Cass, but the air 
can get cool during mornings and evenings. 

A (ree word of advice to the Department 
or Nalural Resources, or anyone else at Cass: 
Put up highwnr s igns giving the locatiOll of 
lhe Cuss ScenIc Rallro.'ld , IUKl bow to get 
there. Mnke UICSC signs big. mMC them ~­
pllelt, und pillcc U\CIU on nl1 mnjor highw~ 
UI)pronches. 

If ),OU ~re running tl business thnt depeods 
uP.on bIKhw{\)' Lrnd~, it b 'lli lse to assume ~ 
.. II tour~UI hunl poor ('lye I.ght, DO m~ 
And don'l r{';.Itt FnglWt .. "ClL You' ll be wroDI. 
01 ...,..,.,... I"" Ir. "'11« 10 bo ~aUJ 
poor ond i, .. ·,k.111 rl&~1 \l>u .... -Xi 
ot-' 

SUNDAY O.u$TTlf.JlAl.L 
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Cass Coun'ry Kitchon in Coun'ry s' N 
are. ote soda fountain at left. 

~a fountain in country store. Rest rooms a re a.t extreme right. 

.. ~ ..... - Cen. Country S.o •• at end of soda (oun.oi,,-

1 I. 1 .J 



In country store. Note soda f . 
oun.olO at left. 

Soda fountain in country store. Rest rooms are at extreme right. 

..... In Co .. Country Store at ."d of soda fountain. 

IIAGUlJlla, ~(JU$J" l. 1110$ 
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• t , •• 1 •• ..,.' Wllliom C. Iliuord .01 on lop of coboose to get this shot of Can Railroad Shoy' enroule 10 Mountoin Stote Forest Festival. 

. . , 
THB '.OmJERFUL 

.. ..: .......... -
IRON BORSE SHAY 

Built fur mountain climbing, it's slow, 

might, slow on the 'overland trips. 

BV WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

Th is year the Elkins F orest Fellt.iva\ 
plagued by rain ancl dismal weather' 
wag pulled out of the slough of despond 
by ODe of the powerful little logging 
locomotives admirer~ call the Wonder­
ful Iron-Hoas Shay. 

operate) snort and pull oolheCa!lll Scmic Rau 
road, Illi$ season hauling 38,851 paying « . 
lometa up Bald Knob lor lOW' lOUts ""'I 
back again. ... " 

During Ille Illree-(!ay Festival over 4 000 pas--
5e,!gers, despite a cold and persistent rain, 
paId money to take short rides bel1ind the !IG­
ton Shay locomotive, an antique vehicle which 
ordinarily chugs up Bald Knob on the Cass Scen­
ic Railroad. Although Ille miserable weather 
may have halved Ille number _of paying cus­
tomers, the lit!!!e Shay remained a stellar at­
traction. 

someone bad the it\ea III. brin~ 
, '" "Ie Cass Sbays to Elkins lor Ill, 
Festival , where Ille pub)1e would ~ 

~ ~ ___ to short rides lor a small lee. 'The idle, 
was a happy one: 'nIe Shay was a sooty Ctn 
d~.ella wh,o ~,,:me the belle_ 0( ~ ball. 

It was dif(ieult not to noliee the locomotive, 
for its shrill 'aod penetratiJ1g steam whistle 
bent more ~ .. aDd cleated more sinus­
es in three- daii ~ could be 'iMpeded by 
a dot.en ~ in • yelll' of prac­
tice. HoW do'JOU ignOI'e a festival attraction 
with a sort,. ,built·in c.alllOpe wbich can M 
heard for flw mBee? You doG't, especially if 
the calliqpe!las oi;py one note,_«', at, most , two, 

There were _ wbo, in Sdf-defense, hauled 
out mid-wintel: ear muffs; otbera merely grit· 
ted their teeth 'jp siient protest agalrut Ille 
dawn-to-dark steam-siTen symphony, But most 
people accepted the locomotive whIstle as a 
mild nuisance indicative of a strong benefit , 
and were glad the 91ay was In town. 

Few towns in the United States can boast of 
the presence of a Shay engine at any time of 
the year. Informed sources estimate tha.t~ 
mote than 40 of the old steam locomotives e:l:-
1st in the United Slates today, and fC'I'P of these 
are lID)' longer able to shake, rattle, and roll . 
How did sucb • rare antique hapPen to be haul­
ing passengers in mills during the Forest FH­
tival? 

It happened partly because rail lines belong· 
ing to the Qlesapeake " Obin and Western 
Maryland Railroads eDsCbelween CaM and 
Elkins. FOur Shay engine6 are at CIISII. 'Ow'­
ini the SUnuDeI' !DOIIths tbe)' (the lhree that SUNDAY OA.ZBTT£-JlAl 
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Follc s olong route "waved like crazy" whe n train passed. 

JU n \lU Pt'nn,sl"nnin, New Hampshire. 
,.,.,. !'ilbh t"ls..'"h\.'re. Shays and s imilar, 

£ro .... ,:t ·hl .... ~hlC'Onll~tl\'t~~ huilt to compete wilh 
; pt'!"tJh' on tourist r a ilroads. Shay 

pr...J'''~~M'1 th,''':llll III t8ill , censed in 1945. 
ptUk'll ... 1 'II l\ll'" ,)( :~ : Shay in as hey­

_C'f"f' t~ tJ •• t'tion ~lIId power, its safety. 
,"vn\\ AuUlontics in the fi eld agree 
-h ~ ~u\lld h3ul greater tonnage at 

:J ~ I..."'lk"'ralmg exp(,llse. with less orig i­
po.! unH or power, lhan any other 

.·-~"I\ \f'r built. 
J'lWo htl..: engines" ere na med for Ephriam 

, of lI.nn~, lid, Shay was a 19th-Cen-
\h(·hltt"-" lumberman who sought be t­

t« &)"11 01 g\.~ung timber out of the woods. 
lois Ill, h In"cnled and built the loco-

I bt-... r hi_ na me, His c rude pro­
.otj 10 Yo ·11 at his own operations 
hI plan ond patents to the Lim a 

~p .. _""t<lltmM1hJ \lachine Works 01 Lima, 
t ("Qrnpany to make s uch loco, 

"~~<sprr d use in the timbering 

lor1un,'l~ ror the Lima Ma­
Th CDn ,',.n), mad lhc firs t 

W J "" 0 01 lichlgnn, 
B .• ' rO~·Jwug(.', but n 

, , I,imn mod 
I I l..m h" I qUll 

nd '" COOl' n' 
"hun '4"\1 
III<' 

JAfUJ'A'U I. 

were the Heisler and the Climax. 
The last l~eisler , a !ocomolh'e invenled by 3 

Cornell engmee.r named Ch3rle~ Heisler . was 
manu f.actul'~ In 19<11. ;.lIld Clima x Wen t OUt 
of busmcss m 1929. 

Th.e Shay and its Imitators diff~red from con­
ven~lonal s team locom'Jti"es in U131 the) were 
deSIgned to haul hea\":- IOi.lds on steep grades 
Ca lJed ' -geared" e.ngi.ncs. as opposed to gen­
era I-purpose , , rn alll-ime locomotives which 
u~ connecllllg rods from drive wheels to 
pistons, lhe Shay had a number of small 
wheels which afforded great traction because 
each was a driving wheel. 

On ma in-l ine engines, the number of drive 
wheels varied, but they were relat ively large 
in diameter , heavy, and demanded smooth 
track which in turn requi.red constant maime­
nance. Additional small wheels on the big 
s teamers held up weight and sened as rail 
guides, but otherwise were functionless. 

Not so on the Shay , The wheel sets (called 
" lrucks") under bolh locomotive and tender 
are connected to steam cylinders transmitting 
power Ulrough a crankshaft and flexible coup­
ling . Ever~ wh\."'el does work 

The Shay IS eas~ to g~t 3round ('ur\"~,:; is 
en· ... on track . ilnd ('an adapt to rough ro..1:d­
be<i thot " ould :-tJU llr \Ht"Ck C't"ln\t~!1tio!'dl ~~ 
eomoti\"~~ TIlt" "'h. ~ ~ :,'ow. but 1l tool' p~U 
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A"-r Ion. (tim wis l houl , Shay pulls into Elkin. at dusk. 

111 uI lured now 
.. U. arroU Park and 

- al B burg, P. Il 
ror lhe Elk 

to(" ndale, 

f P " " trip. 
"001 d uri"9 



• • 
A fleet of ontique (ors, driven by visit ing clubs, see ms right 01 home with Shay engi ne as it wa il s 10 t(lke p(Jssengers on a tide. 

o Shay Can You See~ 
'After a s'lccessful first season, the Cas, Scenic Railroad is rolling agl.in. 

BY WIlliAM C. BUZZARD 
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n Snturdny, .MAY 16, th e Cuss 
~nh: Railroad began. its second yc.ar 
or l'!~n,tiol1. As n special feature or Its 
t'J' !ling. n delegntion of nnlique~~ar 
\\n~rs chUig- <l into the C&O statIon 

• , rA$~ 111\ I tcmpornl"ily abandoned 
tht.ir • ndent gas-d riven vehicles for 

unity unci nl ~ team-poweJ"ed loco~ 
motion. 

JD I • prospects 01 success :mLl growth 
art ..... '«("tUent for the state-run Pocahontas 
.. t..,v project. It was not always so. 
~ ... ·ould hJ\ e been no such Pocahontas 

....-u1 nih. aY had it not been for a local 
~lZliltte ... ·hlch conceived the idea and 

, ror iL Headed by Theodore Riffe, a 
resident "00 was chief accountant lor 

Ik aei&hboring National Radio Astronomy 
~.tcW"y, lhe Cass Planning Committee 
• formed in 1960 .Her the closing of the 
JocaJ a.c tr Lumber Co. operation in July of 

10T 
;tJtout the lumber company, virtua lly the 
""'::f: at employment In the area, Cass 

• ~ 10 ithe:r and die. Unless, of 
~ other IOUrce of economic nour­

thz III could be I aledo 
1 ('.MIl ptAMtnl Committee pointed out 

radroad, With Its old Shay 
It.ad 100 much of a touri .. t potential 

fd aad krlPpt'"d Thf' Ufp3rtment "".,0\ ~ ..... 11<>' 1m,,, .. ed, at 
..... Ik "1'"1)1 01 jt<rp:udlllnK other 

., .... «1> ill ..... Co J.ol.ur mMI'Y Into ~A ~ 
.. I "" u.. old r.,It •• d bt om 

II nr. "llf"t .nd 
!,., t .. ~l l o ' I" 

UM' lUI f to 
Ad nd, rt IIIUf 

OSh 
'After a successful first seas 

These customers spent over $40,000 in lares 
and on ~nacks served in the C&O station by 
the c hUi eh wome;) of Casso In addition , the 
U. s. Ar~a Hedevelopmcnl Administration 
made available $576,000 in federal funds for 
th~ dev~lopment and ex tension of the oper­
ative r::lIlroad. 

These funds .were for the rebuilding of 
th,:cc Shay en~mcs and 14 logging cars; re­
pall:s to the rall wa.y s~ops whe" e engines and 
~qU1pment are mamtamed; the purchase and 
Improvement of four acres for a visitor's 
parking lot ; development of a picnic area (in. 
cluding the improvement of a beautiful spruce 
forest). nea r the top of Bald Knob ; and the 
extension of lhe touris t railroad trip to with, 
in 1,000 feel of Bald Knob , which has an ele­
\'alion of more than 4,800 feet. 

MaUers seemed to be going well. But for 
a time the Na tional Radio Astronomy Ob­
servatory at nearby Green Bank threatened 
to hold up ARA fund s. The Observatory point· 
ed out tha t it was wher e it wc:.s in order to 
avoid noise, and a railroad clattering all 
over the place was undesirable. 

But Observatory officials were ullimately 
plac.lled , and the ARA grant approved. 

Kerm it McKeever, head of the Division of 
Parks and Rec reation of the Department 
of Nntura l Resources , has indicated that an 
engince r has bcen hired and work on the Cass 
project will shortly be contracted for. 

Most of the necessary impro"emenls will 
have been mnde b~' fnll , so lhat loud ts will be 
lI(forded n longer nnd morc scenic journ~y 
(It they \H~h to take it) "h('n lht' a - enlC 
Hlulru:.d b f.tlll~ o~r.lI ion - III the ~prin, or 
14~ .. ,\ 

p.n k dud Md\t'('\ -.' r IS h';lr~ro ... Hb 
Ih ... "duBn! lr .HI,;n "I thl' C,. r it d But 
Ult Jt \ dtdo ·t ", .. lk up hl him ... llh ,' . 

• t'l~ ltal¢ wr I t " hl\:h ls J'('rfC'\.'U) 
I "" t \ U-1\nl.:1n~. an,f '\.a~, 'INn·' I nd 

.U In h(' I (' .. U(' Intl"t .. " lUI Ul 

funJ. fir f..\ h .. m ) J'nk"ut"f Lh m 
.,. nt.....t • ~ lac. Intr-ul. I)' 

. ... \ia IN ,,, ... tltl) ) a ".l~jft,IdS 
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Shay Can You See! 
first se ISOII, the (ISS cenic Railroad is rolling again. 

M" .... :-ma n who wro le a story nss~rting , in es­
~. Ih « the scenic rn ilroad will be delayed 
bceo.:au..(to of "bur~nu rncy" nnd modern c'on; 
Mnk'Uon l~hniques. and that much ARA 
~) e3.frn I'ked ror CliSS will go to out-

Ja b .lrnf:.., to the Department of Na tural 
Rc.5OW"C'f:s. there is no evidence of boon dog­
,I or undue waste in the Cass affair, and 

rn eon.s:lruction techniques will hasten, 
.. ckoL.v. uilroad improvement. 

It true th:u "outsiders" may. by com-
prtIt \ bidding. secure Cass work contracts. 
8ul mpelllj\"e blddmg is designed to save 
.... y. DOl ... ·lSte it , and is open, or course, 
I. residents. 

;:.1:::;>" it appenrs that the Cass Scenic 
...-111 ulumate ly become West Virgin-

• bestkno..-n tourist attrac lion , if the p0-
I 01 the Pocahontas area is developed. 

\! t~ the Cas.s complex, if it may be 
CftID...o. is DOl. aDd is DOt meant to be, 

• .lUte project. Taxpayers, of th is 
.... odIen, ba,,'e contributed to Lhe rail-

b .upposed to attract cus tomers, 
b ill &una supposed to attrac t private 

• 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 

need, it. might be m;tter for both railroad 
and .eatmg a.nd sleepmg accommodations to 
be .elthe~ entJ:ely under state supervision or 
entrrely m pnvate hands. • 

Withou.t common management , the need for 
coope~ahon b~tween state and private busi­
ness )s essential, or debilitating dogfights are 
sure to occur. 

Private negotiations are now supposed to 
be under way to turn the former lumber-com­
pany store, now vacant, into a restaurant but 
Cass residents are getting nervous. Sunimer 
is nearlr here, the facility is badly needed , 
yet Dothmg had been done at the time of my 
visit. 

Representatives o( the restaurant negoti­
ators say they are waiting (or a daily scenic­
railroad schedule to go into effect on June 
15. Until that date , the Shay-driven train is 
operative only on Saturdays and Sundays. Cass 
residents retort that the bird of time is on 
the wing, and they would like to guarantee rail­
road patrons chicken on the table . 

Meanwhile, your best bet is to pack a lunch. 
Jt might be a good idea to make your trip 
as soon as possible, too, while the train r ide 
is yet entirely a weekend affair. It iso' t 
crowded , and it isn' t hot. Your nearest motels 
are at Boye.r, Buckeye, and Marlinton. 

1'he huge ca"e near the railroad. 1I1hich C'OD­

toins a lOO-fool wnter(oU. mny be opened by 
nut summer. "he O"'ners or Smoke Holt": 
'Avern, De a r Peter burg, ha\' uprcsstd 

tnlU t In milk ing I Df'W C4\'e o~inG whkb 
would be fA ily ae f'sslblt: to tourists. 

'1I~ lulU' 01 C. I ks briltht, d .pit. prt­
d tobl b ad. h. ~;Hn" Udn." r ""tb 

\.11, I an, t id, h ... lound tb<> rid<> ....... 
1 ,,<tlul IIttl~ re,,", .J h lui. 

h I, I 10 \1>, • ,, ' c< trlNtt IIu> 
''' __ 10 f. f 01 fb r 

) \I ""~ 
U.1I 1 t 

to .. ,-,_ 
11_ .... ... 

• _ • _, . uh C'lftf.!C1' • 

• .,., u& I our· bUr.,. buI • brad .. 



Spewing a sh", and cinde rs, Shay e ng ine pushes cars up steep gra de. Panenger, ,est ot the top before trip down the mountoin . 

* 
o. SOUTH CHARLESTOI 

Your cJwice 01 t l(lO 

h(l,uuQme bmlllf rilt l 
lor wrJin, •• 

DOLLAR SAVINGS 
& LOAN COMPANY 
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.~, . . 
COmmitte~'1 cost mim~w aT 

J1Ie C.,Jete T ,;,tlr° Back of tile ProPOsal .. to Buy the (ass Rai\,oa;d ~~':;~~'~;''=~'' 
,.. ... . . aid to lhe Joint Commillei! 

"'" I ~ o:t t'(lfnpatt .nd Pre.ol(lnf· 'Vcre1 t;}{c ;bu'i incss, . offered soon. (!These men were ~umber Co. Railroad, Its roU- Governmenl and YUUlnce 
'.~ I~ f"'UlbI111) I'rorf'SSIOlHll a nd politica l lead· E!lIgibl~Nor unemployment bene· Ing .stock, and other ne~essary preparing this origilul ree 

. ~Nlln;: inl(l ers or lhc nren. fits from Ju ly 1960 to January eql:llpmenLto devel?p thlS most mendalion. 
~~ "nU 011(' - .. 1961 at which time these bene· umque. and rar.e railroad. as an The committee has madl 
'" 'Iuhnton The unportnnt Olin? 111 a fits expired .) operating tounst attra~tl?n {or altem-pt to proletl the nu' 

nutshe ll W3S n report .glven . by the State of West. Virgtma.. of people that would be 
Ted RlffC:. 1t appears. herewith : Pro sa l to State The Cass Planmng Committee ployed indirecHy as a 

At ~hc tlOlC !>f closmg of th~ po , wholehearteoly suPP?rts the of the railroad becomi 
only Ind ustry In Cass a·pprOXl· 'It IS therefore. With the abo\e resolution by the Jomt Com- tourist attrat:tion Iso 
mntcly 165 men were aIfect~d. Situation In mind tha t the com- mince on Go~ernment and ri.- shops, etc.), but has con 
Some of these men were mobl!e mlttee offers a derllll~e and ll anee as a~ mstrument which itself only with the dirE 
enough to find employme nt In sou nd proposal to th e Stale ~r could alleViate the unemp\oy· ploymenl to be provi.de~ 
other comm uniti es and olher West VlrgJiua to alleViate thiS ment situation in the area, and .ating -personnel). 

7.>nO"'":y Ob$en-a~c:y states. The majoritr, however, situation. emphasizes the. soundness 01 There currently seerr 
banir.: . were not blessed With the lIec- b 1960 the Joint \ the investment 1Il such a ven- some confusi.on as to 
iUne. Jr. Treasurer, lessa ry skills and trades to fi nd c]n l':!t~v!mo:rGovernmell; and ture to the State. l and relative ment of 

F' Locg. ;\fJyor of the some 80 of th~se men, r epre- Fl na~c~, by the full 'member- The r ailroad and roiling. stock Lumber Com-pany fa 

01 C~; senting approximately 2~O de- rt;J~n e to 1961 W Va. Legis. are owned by the Midwest Cass, W. Va., as a p . 

& Wrong Repe 

)(('rd,all"' , other employment, and today ?mml e resolution · recom. \ Present Owner~ \ Posed purchase ot tb 

J K Arbogast, Assistant ! pendents, (wives .a ll~ children) SI:tlP of t1h~ the Sta'te of West naleigh Steel C~ml!a~lY of traction [or \ou.ists. 
.s~,.;;:njODdt.n~ . of Pocahon tas face utter destitutIOn unle~s la. ur.e,. a rchase the Mower Charleston, West V\r~lma 'd . 

so me form of employment l.s I Virginia pu The amS'unt of rallroa . m· 

It We Don't Watch They'll Steal Our Centennial 
hanged five of his hillbilly cap­
tives in the village square at 
Front Royal. And every time 
Quantrell appears on television 
he becomes a litlle more reo 

volved is approximately B miles, 
which runs from a point ab?ut 
1.2 mile from 'Cass at a crossmg 
on Leat'herbark Creek to a 
point about 1 1-2 miles from t~e 
lOp of Bald Knob. (The rail­
road did actually go to the t?P 
of Bald Knob , but these raJls 
have been sold as scrap. T~e 
road bed, howeve~, 15 still m­
tact and new ralls could be 
laid in order to get the f.ull 
effect of the engine traveling 
to the top of Bald Knob .. Bald 

1n the £irst 11 
prices heretofore 
newspapers have 
inaccurate as the at 
i.nvestment detail 
These costs ' are t 
formal discussior. 
present owners of 
and right-of-way. ' 
ment costs are m 
ment figure whicl 
fident would be 
develop the rail! 

(F,.om P. ge 3) 
1, "ltn ber But one import­

tn' fO.Lat~ \\'OL;L.D :'\'OT join the 
~ .... "J~t mo\'emenl - and 

t '&$ th~ Cominonwealth of 
tfUU.a She had had too strong 

; hind an the creation of this 
filiI n.oi1Jon 10 want to destroy 

• TWICE the \'ir~inia Assem· 
a~.a,"\l fiecession, with 

~I'~s frl)m W(!!l:t of the 
Intlfof'l tei fn/,w WP<;l Virgin· 

Itll' lme a-

• • 

in our State (second in number 
only to Virginia ). In most of 
these the Federals were victor· 
ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat· 
tlc of Droop Mountain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek, near 
Lewisbu rg), far inferior Fede r· 
al ro rces, numer ically , defeated 
the Confederates ingloriously . 
That belied the old Southern 
view that Confederates were su­
pe r ior people , man (or man. 

• >It ••• 

The first land battle of the 
{'ntire Civil War was fought at 
Philippi, and th is write r will bet 
10·to-l that t.he State gets e uch· 
red out ot its rightful publicity 

on th l' score , (That belies 
view that 

spectable. 
... '" e '" 

One advantage of studying 
history at West. Virginia Univer­
sity in our day was that we were 
subjected to all shades of Civil 
War viewpoints. One of the 
finest Southern gen tlemen Dnd 
scholars we ' ever knew was the 
late Dr. Oliver P. Chitwood. who 
was an unreconstructed Rebel of 
the old school. 

.. • (t 4= 

Dr. Chitwood scor ned use of 
the term "Civil War" at all. Jle 
insisted it was the " Wa r Be­

the States," . t he 

Knob is the second highest 
,. . . (4 852 

point in West \ IrglO.la .' 
f t.) and the raill'~ad IS higher 
than any other railroad cast of 
the Rockies). 

Qutsla.nding attrac 
ists. Any impro' 
however. are subl 
al judgment depe 

- - inil far one - ....... - .­
cury the developll 

'If, for .in.stace. .. 
to lbe OM • -.~ 

II 



Iri. ..... / I.r bc"C"Onu~" II Iflll(' mOI'C 1'0:1£1 did nctu nlly go to the t.op These cost s are based on \n ~ ~1I,."'r(Ol1 .,..pcl.n; ",,, . l.o./tOP 1)1 U" ' ~' ... 

~f .. bJ(", • • .. • • of Billd I{ ,lob. but theSe rT"',lf> fClrmal discu ssion s with 'hi 

r I 
I It'I' hnV(' bee n Nold flS scrap. lC present 0 n" f h 

Ont' .d\·IUltll~l; 0 ,It tll.v • 1'I"HIci bod. howov r, is s till in - ' . w e rs 0 t e rai\roa~ 
r::'r hblorY At \\, (",,1 " lra/urll l ' lIh'C'I"- l/le l nnd new r ti lls could be and rlght-o t-way. The improve 
I~ III" If; our rlo1Y \\ u Ih lll \\(' \\1', '(' Inld In ol'el er to get. the full mcnt costs are m erely a judg 
h' u~If"(h"'<f hl 311 !IIhlUI4· ... or 1\'11 "rrcel or the e ngi ne lrnveUn g mcnt fi gure whic:h we are con 

\\,r ,,~\ .xunt.. l'llll"' or ti l{' tn til C' top or Bald Kn ob. Bald flde nt would be sufficient tt. 
U (all t , ,,uth,,rn ~l'nlklll(,l1 nll d 1\110b is the second highest develop the ra ilroad into al 

h la..,., \\\' (In'f kl\l'\\ \\ ,1' till' point in West VIrginia (4,852 ?ulslandin g attraction for tour 
I t f'r t.lh\\lr r' CIHI\\('UHi. wh(l F't.) nn tl the railroad is h1g'her IStS. Any improvement C'l5: 

, n unfl'\('('I"~tr\l('Il'\1 Ht,bl'l of thnn :1I1 y other railroad east of ho~ever , are subject to person 
Id , hMI ,he Rockies) . al Judgment, depending on ho" 

• • far one would initially want t( 

Dr (,h.I"OO<I '0<'1'11('(1 \1;0 of car ry the development program 
t .... Inrn ' '\'11 War" at all . lie What to BuV If, for mstance, a lodge simila. 
uasiStM .1 l,-a Ihr "War Be· Also, owned by The Midwest to the one at Blackwater FaU! 
I ••• D IIIe Stalts," lhe emph.· Raleigh Steel Co., are two Shay or those at other State Parks 

lIeID& OD .. lale's rights" of I type locomotives, both of which was to be erected, tbe costs 
• ___ 'I1Ie war, he contented, are 1880 models. One was put would be mucb higher. 

IIIIl Maht upon the issue Into operation In 1001 by the However, we believe the bas-
bat apoD the Issue West Virginia Pulp and Paper Ie, initial investment mould be 

1iW*P, Re never did Company; the other began op- concerned with tile paserva· 
cI course, that the only eratlon In 1921, also by the tion of the railroad, 8JId H 

'"St~I~' h II involved in \Vest Vi rginia Pulp and Paper in the future the demand for 
r ~ 1tr'UQle ,,'e.re ( 1 ) the r ight Co., ,When that company's m ain lodge facilities would b e g'[eat 

ot flw S«.re- to permit aile h ll - holdmgs were at Casso enou gh, then, and only then, 
a bf'lttg to hold anotheI" ill I Al t h o ug h the engines a nd the should such an undertaking be 
(Orr. and 12 ) the righ l oC a rai.lroad w?uld ,require some re- considere~. The idea of a lodge, 

,""'1<" 10. b~ .. k 9\\'a\- (rom the paIrs and Improvements to con- however, 1S not remote, and the 
IUJlitIIll, 1I II wanted- to. tlnd Lo ve r t i t f rom a l ogging raB road basic 'attractions, i. e.: the rail· 

p aDOCh~r mhon _ to a tourist carrying line, the road, cavern, hunting, fishing, 
" • • costs would not be 'Prohibitive. and serene natural beauty e>f 

rSee attached estimate of in- the mountains is such that 
I'est ment and operating costs). lodge c{)uld be constructed 

Through informal discussions future profits that would 
II has been ascertained t hat lh'e derived from the railroad 
aforo.mentioned pro per tie s other attractions. 
rould be secu red for appro",i- The idea [or a ski slope 
mately 90.000.'100.000. the impro\'ement and op,,"al'~i 

The ri~hl-of·wal' and land on of the cal'e should be encou 
R31d Knob is owned by the' age,d as a pr!"ate. program. 
'Io\\('r Lumber Company and II behel·. that if pm'ate and 
,.11 b,' , cu red at the follow. (Turn To P.ge 10) 

In, pilei • BLE - " G-
R,ah!,of W JV _.' S l., 
Wooded Ar':a Plaque hou e, 

anniversary. G" ld rolled O' WI 
P~rsonahled. 303 Fifth 
:\ew York. ~e" Yor . 

NO TICE .. 



~ '.-• th" ,-,«hr of It 
J .. .,,- from f , ;(' 

..... 1M 10 Anll 10 

.... "' > t 14"" . 

d I 1>" 
, II .. 

I I h" 

T 

rnl!!" ................. ' - , --
,,;to-'" ntHI Imp,'oVenlCntR 10 con · 
HoI"! U (rorH n l o~"l l1 g rnil "OMI 
Itl .1 tfHlrl ll l Ot"l'yl n g 1I11C, lho 
rOlli t W(luld fI b IprohlhlUv . 
,:r.. Alia h <I c8li",atc of In· 
"'. lnlt'lll nlld pc rlltln g costs). 

Thr()11 h IIIFol'l11 I dlRC usslons 
II lin h,,'n ,qc~ I' l nl n d thnt h 
,IF If' Illrnl lon ,I p " 0 p r tl e s 
r(l lll,1 h ' rllrrcl Fo ,· ap pro><l· 
m.1 ,'I)' , OO,UO $ 10 ,000. 

Thl' Il l:ht -or·wny a nd land on 
n.lhl Kllob is ow n cI by th ~ 
~I \1\' 1' 1.11m b r I11p any an d 

n Ill' . cur d at the Follow· 
In prlcr : 
HI hl·o(·Way S 100 per acre 
Wo d d;\ 1' a 100·$150 per acre 
'("ut " r" rca $35 per acre 

I I' e limated that the sum 
( ,!!i'i.OOO could_ secure the 

t·' ry land tv j eve10p ,t he .. 
.t ' • 

We IIbmi. in he attacbed 
I 1ma • of ' ''T ourist P ossi» i)i· 

. of the :\!ower Lumber.,Co. 
R troad a ea . W. Va.", the 

however , is. n ol re mote and the 
ba s ic 1.ltlractions, \. c.:' the TaU. 
'road , cilvcrn . hunting, fi shing, 
and serene natura l beauty o( 
the mountains is such that a 
lodge auld be construct~d f rom 
Future profits that wou~d be 
de rived From the railroad and 
oLher att ractions . 

T he idca for a ski slope and 
the im provement and opera ion 
of Lh e cave should be encour. 
aged as a private program. We 
believe thal if private and puh· 

(Turn To Page 10) 

2a BLESSINGS M as ani e 
Plaques house, kitchen, and 
anniversary. Gold scrolled 81.00. 
Personalized, 303 Firth Are., 

ew York, New York. 

WOTI ·CE 
• • 
Seve_ral years ago w~ a· 

".gr~f'~ !~.I shoul.d we . !'ver 
' -become s'-parat~d, you. w.Quld 

use the magic code symbol 

; 000 Con( d rate). Tn propor· 
I n 0 population that too was 
t III much a any other 

"NX" and I the letter tlGII
, 

and Ihrough these we would 
be re.unjtyd . . I have now 
found a W;)ria~'rful home and 
a beautiful life and want you 
to rejoin me. If you see Ih is 

I cflnlnbuled. Furthe rmore. 
,. Vir 'I ia gave greal lead· 

' 0 b Ih lel 
• • • I 

I tha we 

ad in any of the many pa;>~rs 
in which it will appeor, an­
swer ' in th., paper. 

hav pn hnng d 
1 rOil n t il n to 

All my love, 
" Gil 

st,DI~ \\ hi h _-----:----;-7;"--:-. 
Lobban funeral Home 
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committee's cost estimale5 a-r..d PAGE fOUR . , lLlIIllY 

'" Complete R
.' _.J. development 1I:0ssib$llties. Thts -al ro~ summary VQs :Jlr~ted as ar 

'aid to the Join t.' committee or. 
Lumhcr Co. Rail road , its roll· Government and Finance U. 
Ing ,stock. and other ne~essary preparing t his original recorn­
Cq~l1pmcllt~to de,'el?p th is most mcndation. 

Truth'" Back of tire PropOsal . to Buy the (ass 
".,. Ml'" mMl <"Omp.lc:1 ,lind Prcs~ n i "{..'erc,'< 111e :bu'sincss, ' offered soon . ('Th ese men were 

... i .• ~1J: of tbe" r~ulbillly !!>ro(eSSIOr1l11 and political lead- eligible-tor unemployment bene-
".: \IIJIA.a '.s set:lng into ers or the :lrea. fits from July 1960 to Ja nuary 

t)I raUt'CIICI bu,?"rNo \"lt~_ 0111· The import ant thing in :I 1.961 at ,wh iCh time these bene· 
unIque, and rar,£! ra ilroad, as an The committee has made no 
operatlng tourist att raction for attempt to project the number 
the State 'or West Vir ginia . of people that would be em·' 

Proposal to State . The Cass Planning Committee played indirectly as a ,result 
~ at , -.kt; .• , In Mu_mton nUI5hcll W:lS a report given by fi ts expired.) 
..,s ........ . Ted Riffe. It appears herewith: 
~ ~:,:~, whld'! "3S It.t· At the time of closing of t he 

u.."IIkd br the rdllor of ':hIS only indu5try in Cass approxi­
~~ • .a c.t1l~ by 3. pls.nnmg mately 165 men were affected , 
~~:t~. wcludlng Some of these men were mobile 
~ RJft'. ChaIrman. Chi:::! enough to lind employment in 

~:a=: of the Xalional othe r communities and other 
,~ .\Etronorn}' Obsen'atory states. Th e ma jority, however. 
G~IJl»nk; were not blessed with the nee· 

r' J " fWDI!'. Jr, Treasurer, essary SKills and trades to fi nd 
cHi llrrt'bJ;nt: other employment, and today 

p r Locg. ~Jayor of the some 80 of lhese men. repre­
_~ 'JI (ass; senting approx imately 240 de­
. J K Arbogast. Assistant pendents, (wives 3nd children) 
.;:~nn\.endent of Pocahontas face utter destit uti on un le~s 
;._~ so me for m of employment IS 

If We Don'l Walch They'll Sleal Our Cenlennial 
{From Page 3) 

It is therefore , with the abo\'e \\ holeh~artcdly suPP?rts the of the ra\.\road becomlng a 
situation in mind that the com- re~~luuon ~y the Jomt Co~· tourisl attraction (souvenir 
mittee offe rs a defini te and ml~ ee on o~er\lmenl and ! I- shops. elc.). but has concerned 
sound proposal to the Slale of na ce as a~ mstrument Wh!C~ itself only with the d.\reCt em· 
West Virginia to alle\'iate this coul~ ?llevt~a te. th

t
', unemp\o)d- ployment to be provided . {ope· 

situation. men sl:ua ,Ion 11\ e :lrea, an rating l)erSonnc\) . 
emphaSIzes the soundness of 

In November 1960 th e .Joint the investment in such a 'len- There currently seems to be 
Committee on Government and . lure to the State. some confusion a,s to the cost 
Finance, by resolution. ' recotn- \ Pre$ent Owne rs and relaUve ment of the p~o~ 
mended to the full member- The railroad and roHing stock pos~d purchase of the Mo"" e 
si:ip of the 19G1 W. Va. LC!gis' are owned by the Midwest Lumber Company ral\r?atl at 
lature , that t he State of West \lhleigh Steel Company of Casso W , Va., as a possible at· 
Virginia purchase the Mower Charleston, West Virgi nia. traction {or tourists . 

I The amount of railroad in-
volved is approximately 8 miles, Wrong Repor" 

hanged five of his hillbill y C3jl' 
tives in the village square at 
Front Royal. And every time 
Qua ntrell appears on television 
he becomes a \lttle more reo 
spectable. ... ... 

which tuns from a poll'll ab~ut In the Hrsl instance the 
\.2 mIle from Cass at. a crossmg prices heretofore quoted 1n 
on , LeatherbarK Creek to a newspapers have heen lota\\y 
pOint about 1 1-'2 miles {rom t~e inaccurate as the attllched baste 
lOp of Bald Knob. (The rail- invest,mC!nl detail w\\\ show. 
road did nctually go to the top " hese costs are based on In· 

\ of Bald Knoh, but these ralls furmal discussions with 'he 

in our State (second in number 
only to Virginia ). In most of 
these the Federals were victor­
ious. Sometimes (as in the Bat­
tle of Droop Mou ntain and the 
Battle of Sinking Creek. near 
Lewisburg), fa r inferior Feder­
al forces. nu merically. defeated 
the Confedera tes inglor iously. 
That belied the old Southern 
view lh at Confeder ates we re suo 
perior people, man for man. 

• • • • • 

One ad vantage of studying have been sold as sc rap: 'r~e presenl owners of the railroad 
h istory at West Virginia Univer' road hed, howeve l> is shU m- and r ight-of-way. The improve­
sity in our day was that we were la~t ,and new ralls could be ment costs at e. merely Ii ludg· 
subjected to all shades of Civil laid In order to .get the i.ull mel'l l figu re which we are can· 
War viewpoints. One of the effect of the engtne traveltng fidenl would be suflicient to 
fi nest Southern gentlemen and to the ,top of Bald Knob., Bald develop the railroad mto all 
scholars we-ever knew was the Knob .IS the sec~n~ . highest outstanding attractIOn fo r tour­
late Dr. Oliver P . Chitwood. who pomt m West ylrgln~a (~ ,85'2 ists, Any impr~vement Cl~~:;' 

The fi rs t land battle of the was an unreconstructed Rebel of Ft.) and the r allr?ad is hlghe~ however. are sublect to person· 
entire Civil War was fought at the old school. than any.other ra ilroad east 0 \31 judgment , de.pendl1'lg on hO~ 

Th, ... , •• wh ich had atread' I PhHippL and ihis writer will be t • • • • • the Ro,kles) . far onehwdould llnltLalltYpWro'grnt,m 

ld }o:n her But one im porl· 
1:n Sl3U WOt,;LD NOT join the 
~lOnisl mO\'ement ~ and 
&.at ... the Com:nonwealth of 
t"lf!~rnl.3 She had had too strong 
a ba-nd In the crealion of this 
!Jf'JI! nallon to want to destroy 
::J TWIr[ the Virginia Assem­
bly \'otPd :igainsl secession, with 
&.e delt"gate5 from West of the 
AIle-gheme5 (now West Vi rgin­
j~J firmly holding the li ne a­
P UlII It 

lId ' . ' 101 I ihlhS ' carryteeveopmen -
<CO. ' .new ihe" caus. . o· a te tate ge ts euch· Dr. CMwood soorned U50 of Wh I I Bu If for ins"n" , lodge Slmolar 

' ouM nut rund a ,han" of red ou t or its rightful publicity the term " Ci" H War" at all He • • Y . • . he one at illac'
water 

falls 
• without Virgl nl. They .galn on th " soore. (That belles ins!;ted it was lbe " War Be· Also. owned by The Mldwesl t~ tho .. at othor Stat. Par'

s
, 

• • • • • 

IIAD t .. h ... V"Rini • . So ihey the South"n view thai "only tween ihe States;' the emph.· R.l,igh Steel Co., are twO Sh.y ! .. to ...... ted, tbe ... " 
or ranaUCA \.0 Rich. a few mtnor border skirmishes sis being OD " State's r ights-' of type locomOtives, both of which would 1M mucb bJIbtF· 
bunl bonHrCl and 'I took place 1n West Vlrginia." ) course. The war. he contented, are 1880 model,. ODe was put 

, Ulinat.ene4 The Battle of Philippi was was nol fought upon the I!i.sue into opera tloD in 1801 by Ute 
rkd .. M e \f:-!.!'!.s.!..daYI -before the First of slavery. but .upon the iSSue West VU'I'ni.l .. ~ '. ne\'f'r did Compan,.; lhe 



--""'~ - --~. W"'". 00_ ... t ..... vi" ..... 
"" ".' ~I"u~ ' <1<101 .. 'ta ..... _ .... • • •• M_ •• • 

The (ontpleteT ruth ,BaCt- ;of tL - P _1 - ~ - -,.:, ~ '.,.~*- ,." 
I" Ire roposill~to_uy the- .( .... ~ • R ., --.I 

" ...... '.. ....... ! , ..... r ••• ' ) dol, ,h". . - ~ a,,_ !!,... . ~.« .. ~~tI,.~ ~ntf!I:.r~:f'd 10 In IIIP A1.tllched l ummnry of \ .. . ;.u;._ ...... ~ •• _ ..... u .......... . _ ............ _ ........ ...,;;., ........ =-.. ....:...-.. 
at Iu:I _t",...n l"N>potMt ~h:.~~nl o ptrll11tilt IOcom ll." ,nnd COSII for Eltlmated Buie Inyulman! Cost 01 R.ilfOlid -\ CUI 

)I' .. dl th" tn\.lr1$! Itand ~~ ~~c hI!"! l ummer of operlllion Cost of railroad lind nec(!ssary roUing stock \;ciuding 
n. but ,tit' "Att'. 1000ai ,overn. orC 7~vC used II volume average approximately 8 miles 01 track, 2 Sha{'type loco· 

,.. ~t. Vld 1111 thoR c:oncerned av~rll e p!'":ons per day. This motives and 8 ll-tl't-'cars (plus stock and pans) ----- Sl00 000 OU 
II ;:, 1II...... bO'h ,,,,, .. 1.11)' ,"d C"de~ ""m~'~:';? '" 'he ~. CO" 01 8 mU" 01 ,;,h"ol-woy ,nd .pp,,,;m"." ,-

., (' "rlf .... h'hu::llon that ge n. visited th" A_'_O,pcrsoncs w 0 200 licres of land on Bald Knob _ """""'00 COr.l>!" .«ompanl~ Ihi " '" omy enler . --------------- "-,,VV'J . 
uDch;rukln . _ s type of at Green Bank in the months Improvements of railroad and r;;)Uing stock -------- 8000000 
"., qu':uo. which , 01 July ond Augu, ' 1960, " Pock "" on B,ld Knob ----.. -----------.---- ";,000.00 

"' be m06t prominent in th~?~~n~~ ~us I. al.so be taken mt~ ~ccount Other Improvements (stat:on, engine garage) --- 30,000.00 
of (hase dlroctly or i,d ', -ecll" "h~tA"'tlS averagce of VIsitors at Cave improvements?" Ski. slope? hunters' cabins"' etc 40000 00 

d • ;f " S ronomy · enter does not ~ . .' 
:"' .... t. In thl' P,oJ'O' ;s 'lie includ. ",ouP' who m,de oc- ' TOTAL $300.000_00 Jlue of the ratlroad to the rangeme,nts for tours i.n ad. {The- Improvements' eRumerated above sboul9- employ 
___ u--...~~ . ' "r",. vance, '- but are merely people 65·70 men ' for a full 52 weeks)'. 

COST OF FIRS T . who passed ' through ·t·he area ---,.--.--.-..,----SUMMER and decided to stop. Further, -_.. .'. • .. " .... . .. - - --..-,. ••• ..-..... 
P I due to the lack of fa-cHilies in to n to the state, thereby reqUlr· \average of 70 passengers per 
Pe~rs~~~\. 19~0, . 'for a.~~~P19@ti"ng the ing. S1f9·OQ · ~l co~~f£r a. week's .day. The~fost to each p~s!:nger 

, E _ • touml . . ,he Asl( •• omy C."" OP'" ,,,.. - would b. $3.00 "d th" woutd ,_ ,;gmeec ____ . ___ ._ $ 84_00 did no' en"u",e ,;,il'" to' Qth" m,te,i,l .. d ,"ppH" indud. 'h. ,;d. "d , m." ,t 
_ reman __________ 72.80 tour the Observatory proper . are computed on the basis of the top of the mountai.n. 

:_Br>k.m,n , _____ . __ 67.20 Wh,t th.n . . would b, the vol- "qu;"men" to "bu Ud up" ,, ' Th>" e;lun,tes '" b,,,d up-
-Conductor ________ 67.'20 ume of visitors com In" into t he adequate stock of parts and on the local labor ntes and ~ .. ""tn get ,i-Uborers _________ 257.60 area if :1 promotionat effort in supplies over a year's opera· probable costs of repairs I.f the 

:he pos~ l-Clerk :-___________ 40.00 relation to the railroad to at. tion. (Initially this is not as railroad is initi31\'y pulin good 
l-Supervlsor ________ 100.00 tract the tourist was under . important as it may seem as the working condition. However , we 
10 ________ .. ________ $688 .aO taken? We believe the answer railroad .. Ind. rolling stock wo~ld believe the esti.~ate Ot 70 pass-
Coa-I ( ~4 ,.2 tQ ns at 8.0~) 196.60 is quite obvious. l be put lR first class operatIOn engers per day IS low and any M~tenal ~'nd Supplies and The operating cosiS [or the \ thTOUgh the initial investment increase in passenger traffic 
}!mor Repairs ________ 200.00 first ' sum

mer 
of operation as I;nd heav~ ~aintenanee should w?uld increase the .reven~e 

Insurance ___________ 39.20 outlined calls for ten cperatine: not be a slgmflcant problem for without. a corr~spondmg m· 
Food ________________ ' 130.00 personnel at the going local three or four years.) !crease m operatmg cost. 
. TOTAL $1,254.00 rates for this type of employ. The insuran(;e nas neen com· \ It should 'LIe maGe very clear 

ksd.I wcold be Less: Income ment. These costs have been pUled on the basis of .0 ~-2c that this committee or other 
rl)r a few 70 persons per day @ $3.00 converted to a 7.day work week ver person per engine mile. proponents of this project do 

pe r person .J________ 1,470.00 (56 hours) '" and based on an This is probably . high but an not advocate its purchase at 
,Wiy fl)r th,. flre- fI.'ET $ 216.00 initial summer's operation of 30 experienc.e rating will have to Ithe 

expense of. other wor~b-
.0,""«1 to th, P<llnl _m ........................... weeks (April lhrough October), b! es" bl~hed om 'ort'."r two while c.nse,,,"on or to~'."t 
"' .... «1 , .. ) '" . up- me t )(, bow.ver a ski ,lop' is ,dd.d yms .op."uon- . ,t""l>ons. bul. unless POS.Jwe 

, And "'" th, 1.", fh. :w,~~n"~. The "lue to '\Ie w;riter ' months will p,ov;d, Th. cosl of food is b,sed up- ! "Hon ;, uken. and take. 
no,eo" tJ»' 'Om. ""h dl",,'y I' ow."f"" nol add.Jio",1 revonu" w;th 00'- on the p",ent cost .f peep"a' quiCkly the sule w,n M long~r .~"'h" " .. Iii< '''rifi, "Iue the ',,~;~f~'t ~n ldtob t~e ",pondin, addi"o",l co",. Hon in volum., This cost w" h"e ,u,h ,n ,tt"ctio

n 

",,1· 
I ,...-t lot Ihe othf:r day. the .tate and I W u e Q Each engIne lr i'p from cassto jestablished by the experience ' able to it . . whereas other na-

wQ t.1J.~tr ""01et., we're .ick program and ts d:;I~lopm~t ,Bald Knob requjre s 3 1·2 tons lor the present logging cperatio
n 

!Ural altractlOns.ean .be deferr:;: llludr~ 'Jf tb~ .".eatb~r and IIUacbed' lIum:e ;ev~ ill ~ \Of coal at an estimated bulk in pre'paring for 60·}20 persons. without a loss m elther .cUr 
,-: .,100';"':"""'''. 10 lb. ,0",' would c.;'7:,lyO I1V: t~ pu,dlase pri.e or ",',00 poe The Jocome I, based upon ,n ,,'oe or polelllW, 

owners Ito fair return on their -
..... ".. lAttera j inv .... ment, .~d Its vatue to the 

Ont- ",. ',r'n'I~ oi .tate. at the s uuolted COlts, 
I , •.. 'If' I "\ ('vpry pub· c. nnot he e&lIu red In cold 

, t:" "'1 r' II-I' .. W<lYI read J. dollars and cents only. 
•• • 5, 51 tp 'bc ~ .. , , -or , 6ULwhIlL.§ijQulcUd~o be i2!!:. 



It'" ", ..... ,. 
"". a t • I"" U"' t\(\ 

.... .nd :.tuW'''' .,,11 "...,...l" t,l(l 00 
!,p ~ 

J.~' 

,:\\' 00 
$1.J:\" UO 

'filii Ihel \(1\11'.' \\11 . ul\th lr · 11I'1"" """"~'" IlIhn' \\'ft t\,,'hw~ ,\I f! IInl \Hl r I'i'lliroal\ [)1I11 r nl ii~'\a ".i'~~k. ;O~;i~~';;i\:"'. _.; ..... _ ... . ~" ......... - .. 
1I,lt

illtl
' tll",hn'. . , 11(1 IHIl ' n rlnll CiRRI! npcrl'Uon c n e,~b \.h. IlI\lmll\e of 71) p .... 

\!I\I "IINIi1lUlI. fO r.U IIlr 1\11' \throu}th lh" \n\U~1 Invutmllnt In~~Il:~(:~nd:'Y b IO'N and ).oy 
IIr_' _Ul1\1lW I' of .... \\e'.l\\\\HI Il' [,nd \I (HlVY llHI\ntennl\Ce 11l1oU\I\ would !nerl! paaM!o\l.IlT tnme 
nuthl\NI t'all .~ for 11'1l qwrntll\l.! not he l\ II lgnHlClint problem for wllllou\,' allil the revt:nue l\I'r~Cltlll(>1 til the ~Olnll 10('[11 tll1'ee 01' fOl)r years.) crease ,: o;:::"IPondln'l. \0' 
ralt' .• fM \ h 15 1)'1)(\ of employ- T he instlrtu\!:e mill neen com· \ It. IIhoul(1 . n& con. 
mr ll t Th('~l' costS lI u"(' Ql'cn ,mtnd on the hasls of .0 \ ·2c that \.hls c~~:~~: ver)' cleat 
l'olwc.rlNI t~ n 7-dny wOl'k week ,l),er person per engi ne mUe. propoMnts of thl'C p~~)e~{h~~ 
{Sf, hour!!) I\ nd based on 1m I his ~s pro\)a~ly. hl?h but an nol advocate its purchase t 
Init;n\ summer' s operation of 30 expenellc.e rattng will have to \ the expense of other w ort~-

.' . . weeks (,\~r\l through October). be estabhshed over 'o"e or two while "nsemt\on or tou,ist 
~ 4 ' u • ." 4' 4 - H. however, a ski slope is added years .operation. .'. attractions, but, unless "pJ)sitive 

""!. o.,nt'f"!' Tbe \'~lue 10 the wiriter months will provide The cost of rood is based up- action is taken, and taken 
.0'"- hO"''''''. IS 110t additional ,"venues "'th cor· on the present cost of p<cpara· \qUiCklY ·the slale will no longer ,~ ,0 proporlto

n 
10 the responding ,adiUon,1 costs. Uon in volume. ~his cost was I have SUCh an attraction avail· 

","""1 
br liD IftfO=c­

!'O pentUU Off 
. '300 
1,-17000 

$ ~16.oo :-;1:T 

"" .. lh .... Ilro.d would be to Each englOB tri p from e,,, to estabhshed by Ihe expe
nence 

abte to ,t, whereas other na· 

'ue\ proiTI
lll

. :lOd we belie\': .l~e 1of coal at an estimated bulk in preparing for 60-120 persons. Without a loss 1~1 either direct 
,nd "to<beO summnry of Illlllal purchase price of $8.00 per ~he income is based upon an vatue or potent"l. 

tbe (OS1s ... ·ould certainly give the 
c-.atI'S a fair return on their - ~ .RUW!i M' . 
",,'stmen\, and hs v,lue 10 the : _.AL .• _ 
.. u.te. at t.hese Suggested costs. 

e~;Nb- ~a1lnot be measured in cold 
~p ~ 111 d",ll.an .and ec.nlS I)nly. -

TN tit""" 

JACQUEl.\N£ REED 
.IW r.l/IJt~r " sue wh:U sbould ;lJso be con ­

_ ~ ... id~t'fXf by the State III cstab· 
s..rd CNl1 lUbmg II ,-aWe would be the 
'billT, d .:s-- num~r of per.>ons to be em­
:rc.Wf, ployed, and the aid to small 

&*a:-d Joc:21 businessmen such""'l-s hotel 
,3 makt owners, service stations. rest­

o! tau mOl-t IUI"3nts. stores and the like. Of 
"oj!' un :'..-0 course. any aid lO')~usin ess s~Ch 

f ccn«:.ion as lhese have a Olrect relatIOn­
.. tlo is tna--rJ ship to t he economy of th.e 
",~r.aJ c.hef. Stale which would be derived 

(he ,~{JrJ1iJ1{l Si4e 

d 

t C(lmes to In the form of Consumers' Tax, 
Business and Occupation Tax, 
gasoline tax, hunting and fish­
mg fees and the like. 

The State of West. Vi r ginia 
hn at its disposal in the area 
of the Cass railroad the her it-
2Re~ which have been t,he t rade­
mark of West Virginia in t.\1e 
pa!>t and also those 'that are 
playing CVl Important part In 
the future of the state. The 
hpTI\age of the past-an 1680 
mor1t 1 Jilcanl 

t~H'1 

of the 
Jlit! 

~ 

I 
I .. 



ioU , .... "" "" .. ,,,,I 
h~t,,1 ..... 

••• Ulr . " 
niSI ..... l \.Iel'l 

_ __ t't't .,.J"UI'III 
C"C"MtCtlI'I\ "I U,<" 

• 2Uc'lI • ."d bf. dt'rh rd 
~ ro:= 01 eOAlumt~' Tn. 

-'"::!wb ~ o..::f~- ,ti,~n Tax, 
t . > and fish· 

tw : ;"t 
r oI W«:5: \"irgini3 

f 4!spcu1 in the aren 
Cau r.u1ro.J.d the hent· 

-tUch ha\"f' ~n the trade· 
of Wf"~: \';rginia in the 

Jnd. .uso those that are 
~ ~ important part in 

fDlure of the stale. The 
:-:.,tzge of the past-an 1880 

eM:d f'f1lT1 rt)Comolivc lum· 
~t'.:' "Up t~e !ide of" n -mOlin­
~ tv a JK;lk. un~uilled in 
~ by ·1IIlY' raUrQ'ad. in the 

,M.~ ~ilea s,t.ife~A,..n~ jus.! 
- -a £loFt fu'e' niifes-:-~rt)Jfi ' 'the 

'..ar.mg point of the railroad is 
r heritage of the future­

the ~alional Rad io Ast ronomy 
Obien:a.tory at Green Sank, and 
only fony·live miles away the 
:;a\'al Research Observatory at 
Sugar Grove. Both these in· 
ltitutions are so aware of the 
responsibililles they have to the 
visit.or that each is planning 

e a "ute of re<:epli,on centers . ~o accom,?o, 

,./)'.1 d(ln'l mein -:i n an elevator and the 
2 bra%!11 ~~'-I! J .. ck other for Pontiacs where the 
lhat ehup s:uH twO power shovels ,have a dis· 

pu!1 lut of the cU5s1on of the car's fine points, 
IUt~.u am'Je_ Most TV commeFciais are dull 
Commerci.l. 2nd insane, apparen~lY a!med 

at a three-year-old mmd. Judg· 
undler'6 nomInation Ing from tM reacti(>n of our 
"veieH of the 1')~ Betsy_ Bl!t ,the two ' we have 
ommercials goes to mentioned might even sell chow 

Chang King chow meln and Poi'ltiacs, 

JACQUEUNE REED 

?:he fi;t(Jfltilt{f Side , , 
~- . 

0/ tlte 

}fill 
~ 

Only 140 Books Left 
.Hillbilly Bookshop, Richwood. W. Va. 



, Tourist's Prevue af a (ass Railroad Rida 
• f' ... e ear y dar. By IVlln N. HU T'l te r \ "rime \" \h - \ 

I Last summer. aHa we hiked the present centllt'!. . 
~p Hins Creek near Ri\\sboro If you haver:.'l been re. 

I In Pocahontas County and took l\th~ West Virginia Hmbdl 

\

some fine shots of the Fans might not know that f 
we thought that we had see~ Baum. a rail fan from PI 
~he ultimate point of interest in \Vania. came cown to In 
that section , of West Virginia . Capitol and talked to I 
But, how wrong we were. ~akers during the SPel 

\ Just this past weekend we- ISlon with such convmciI 
returned to Pocaho ntas C~unt\' manship that the men 
and found another amazing talking polines. long et 

, iacet of interest in this unique set up a SlleC\a\ 5ubc' 
county. lO investigate the pros 

The day that we found an· of his idea of bu}ing 

l
ather ex.citing ~ter in the road [or a tounst all .. 
story of' Pocahontas CountYwas , of the last steam ! 

las~ Saturday and the place was East of the Roc\des. 
Cass, a sman mountain village \ 
crowded by the Allegheny root· 
hills to a precarious perch on 
Ihe banks' of a turbulent river 
named Greenbrier. 

10 Decide $\ 

The subcommltleE 
coming Sunday at 
in Charleston to de 
what it will recom 
legislature when i l 

I was in Cass not to meet the January. ~ost of t 

friendly people or to admire members have i 
I the unequaled scenery or dr aw vately that the~ 
:fllO ~y lungs, the pure air of ~hat the state pUl 
the hill COUl'\ty . t was in Cass Ing stock of the 
:0 take a ride on a mountain Lumber Compa

r 

railroad and \\ hen we arrived mto a rail buffs 
in the community at eight in the The town of 
mornin~. the object of the ai· only industry 
{ection of just about even' raii sold at the au 
fan in the eastern part of the \Sembl

es 
one 0 nat ~on was puffing saucily on western ghost 

a sid. \rack, laktng on wa,.r, mother lod. pi 
.. ...... A~'\!umber Four" Bnd Narrow stre -------"--_ ..... boll~ 

Last 1rain From Cass 



5 Railroad Rida 
8V Iv.n N. Hu nt~ r I prime in the - early days of 

~Sl "ummH, :"\fter we hiked the present century. 
up 11 111 rec k near Hillsboro If you haven 't been read in<1' 
In P I,,'C!l hOlll S QUilty and too k \ th~ West Virginia Hillbilly YO~ 
.,. me n :le shots of the Falls. might not know that Russe:l 
\ \ e thought Ihat we had seen 8aum, a rail fan from Penn -\", 
'h I . , , . t' u {ImRie poi nt of interest in vam.a, came clown to the State 
It-nt seellon of West Virginia . Capitol and talked to the 11\\" 
But. how wrong we were. ; ~aker~ during the spec ial ~e3 . 

Jus t Ihis P3St weekend. we I S:lOn With such convincing sale3· 
rt'turned to Pocahontas Count" manship that the men pau sed 
~!'1d (ound another amazing ! talking politic~ long enough ti) 
l::Jcet of interest in this Ulliquaset. up ~ speclal subcommittee 
C'ounty. to investIgate the pros and cons 

The day that we iound an- of his idea of buying the ra E· 
oth.er e..'X,cilin a ~ter . in . th ~oad for a tourist .attraction one 
tory of' Pocahontas 'County':Was ! of the last

l 
stea~ shay line3 

last Saturday and the place was · J:;ast of t ne Rockies. 
Cass, a small mountain village 
crowded by Ihe Alleg·heny foot­
hills to a precarious perch on 
he banks of a turbulent river 

Darned Greenbrie r. 

last Train F rom Cass 

To Dec'ide Sunday 

The subcommittee meets this 
coming Sunday at the Capilol 
in Charleston to decide on just 
what it wi ll recommend to the 
legislature when it convenes in. 
Ja,nuary: Most of the committee 
members have indicated prt­
vate ly that they will advise 
that lhe sta te purchase the ro!l­
ing s tock of the former Mower 
Lumber Company and turn it 
into a rail bu ffs paradise. 

( , .. s on Cass not to meet the 
!n -ndly people or to admi re 
the unequaled scenery or draw 
,to my lungs, the pure air of 
h h,lI count)' I was in Cass 

·0 L1 , • .1 ride on n mountain 
n to d ~nd "h n we arrived 

c commun,ty at eight in Ihe The town of Casso wit h :~S 
tn,; th. object of Ih af- only induslry shu t dowil and 

n o( JU t about ('very raii sold a t the auctioll block. ro-
ID I a t.·rn pan of Ihe s mbles Olle of those frOll ller 

p,,'/ln~ uucily on weslern ghost 10W"S after thd 
I kIn on "all', mot he r lode play d u , 

"nbi-r f'our" Dod I l'a rrolV Slreet' of whit e ~ ,I) 
" n Ind tn th tory houses, 1ll0"Y 'bf t h-m 

nd rr j.unty Ir now de crted • nd up Cor s,lo, 
t I II II' al b rll\!II 'S 10 Ihe time II hell 
on WIIlI.m Jrn· lumbl'r w kin and ol'\!r 1tl8 

• n,,'ollnl", r,mlllr Iii d In th~ bo nun' 
-pt.nilkt>r7 ralll,"unli 

::::. 
• 



" '.""lll'(1 1(1 l' cj(' " h O"r llll 1.-:\HlIltv I ' ;ll1rl rnunrl 1111(>1114" " ."'1nZltlH lalkl n g polUlcs loll K ('noul/." ' 
rlli"'1 !II 1,,\or', -I1\ 111 I h ll (I nl q ll~ !!c t U p Ii !! ]Jcc1:01 subcommltlee 
"U"". ,)' to jnvesllgate t.he rHOS and con~ 

,'h.' rillY rh nr wo ruuud n n . o f h ll Id e::. of huyin g the n:;' 

/

f.OHl/' .... x"ltll1l;1. clUlRl'\f . In-lh' " c)ll d f or n t ou rist aUr llcliOn ono 
£< I or:.' 0(> I>Ocll h .",lns C Ollnty WIIS or the l ast ' te nm shay line.!!. 
Id/l l Sn lun:Jn,)' Il n d the I) [ace was l'EMt of tbe R ocki es. 
("ll .MI. fl 1I m lil l nlOllntn ln vl11 .. gc • 
f' /'I'! w(/ccl hy t h o A ll eghellY foot - To Decide Sund.y 
hilts to II lu 'cc,:n l'iou s pO I'eh on • 
rh e h tl n!;: S of II Jurbule nt. !'lye r' n~c subcommittee meets lhl" 
Ilnnwd Greenbrier. ~omL l1 g Sunday at the Capitol 

I 111 C harle s ton to decide on ju<;,t 
LI'" TrIO;" From Cass wh~1. it will r(!commen d to the 

legls l~ tu rc w hen it convenes i.n. 
[ WflS In Cnss not to meet the J a,nu a ry _ Most of the commlltee 

rl"i('llclly people or to II d mirc members have indicated pr\· 
Ihe unequ:ded sce ne r y or dr nw vately that they will adviSB 
itlta my lungs, the pure air of ~h at the state purchase th e 'O!t· 
thl' hill CO lll1ty . I \\Ins i n Cass mg stock o( the fo r m er Mower 
:0 t~lk(! a ride on a moun ta in !--umbe r Company and turn it 
i'i1ill'ond [lnd when we !lrI'ived mto a r ail buff s paradise. 
in the communi ty !It eig ht in t he The low n o[ Casso with :t,i 
mo rnin~. t he object o f the a f- only indust ry shut down and 
fecllon of jus t abo ut every r aii sold a t the auct ion block. rl! ' 
fen in the easte rn parl of th ~ sembles one of those frontier 
notion was puffi ng saucily on weste rn ghost to wns after the 
a side \ rack . laking on waler. mother lode played out. 
She was "Number Four" and Narrow streets of white t-,\'() 

the years have been kind to the story houses, many 'or them 
litt le gal and her jaunty air now deserted and up for sale 
did not hint tha t she was a b -I • 

I v, oung lady when William Jen- ear WI ness to the time when. Ilumber was king and over 166 
nings Bryan was campaigning families lived in the booming 

\ 
for the presidency. community_ 

" Number Four" is a rare -
bi rd because to historians the I Old·tlmers bronzed by t hI) 
railroad, she' represents o~e of ,. many se~sons of log~ing !n _th e 
the last of the shay engines ,surroundmg mounta,ns Slt Idly 
that laughed at the steep hills on the porch of the bo~rded-up 
of West Vi rginia bac1e when the I company store ~nd ~Hh only 
lu b in d us try w a s in its the le ast .'Pr ompt in g WIll len o! m er the r oanng d ays In the pJ.st 

history of this l umber tow n_ of 
days when the big double-band 
mill sawed arou.nd the clock anlt 
when as many as eight o[ q .. e 
smoke belching shay engines 
went liP to the top of the high~ 
est mountains to bring down 
the logs that the skidders to\\'d 
on sky high cables from doge 
to ridge, of the "skidder boys" 
who tooted the steam whisi.le3 
to signal the hookers on the 
ot her side or- a deep valley sud 
whose vision w3s sometimas JJ. 
scured by low hanging cloud.5-

IMost of the young folks hl \-I! 
moved over to nearb)' Green· 
bank where they have (I)umi 
jobs 3. t the R~d io Astronomy 
CentPr In 3n unheard ot projl!ct 
of , orting slgnills from gal1\ltJ 
tn lhu oult'r fringes of SPh ':l!. 

ITurn to P... 10) 

I 

, 



/'" ,~ ..... ', " • •• " .. , •• ~ 0 ..... . .. Up "'" ,,11'....d, .... " •.. ~ The WEST VIRGINIA 

SINGLE 
COpy 

2S, 

Save The Train! 
~E STATf CAN nuy A ~A'LROAD 

AtlD OTHU ST .... rfS PROVE iT FEASIBLE. 

W ... V, 'V,~I . ~ ... om •• hlng 'h. ' • 10' . , o' ~e. 
""" ...... ,. 9'" • pu •• y , ••• nd I ~ "" • bl' ., , y., 
..... ,,, b.l. , .. I~' ,.,,.. . , • ",.yn"ln , "d •• , ,. ••• d 'hO! 

.~..,.. up it 
T~. , .. , •• 1 WI"~ Vlrglnl. co n h , yo 'kl . .. H,.od 

" , ......... " do .. ', .. 0 .. ' ,. 110' , •• ,i.k .n ii , .nd If .h • 
....... ~ ...... n' •• \ . ..... <o,,.lnud . , iI. wor 'h ... 

•• u"., ." •• <110 .. , 
T"' .. 10 "''"'1 ~ I "d .1 I .. ",'" I" .h. Id ... Thl. 

po",' k .. k ... d ".'" ..... yl>o<ly and kl, b,.,Iuo •• nd .11 
<lM ... 1y h _ ,k ••• h • • • , d . nd 110 ,I .. m 1 ........ 0,; • • will 
.. O! '" • • log. ,.d , ..... limb o 01 'ho •• np h .. p . 

>4ill~m, ,.11 , ,k . " .'Y up '0 "0" ,hI. "'.,~. " 
"' .... ,0\1 . ...... .... u~, ot ,k. Sund . y """""9 . , 'ho 
_ • • So ... " ,.oup. 11 II ..... yfW p'<,y •• •• h • • • Vl r9 , .. I • 
••• ' ..... 11 I, .. r •• ~ IP pl ... y.u ..... P .. Ik '."~r ' •• n, 
"'~n.rl .. n"" ~y,,~!1 8.yn, ,.h •• , .. .. d t<illbilly OU' ." 

, .... _, '" U" fI, ••• Ilto.d, 
11'0. •• h" h,u, .. • Uho, •• nu.enl •• , WII., V"pi ... 

..... 1oo.~"'. ,I1 ....... ;" I ...... .,d~ .... lI om.",ber: t<illblll~ 

.. ....... ,ho ., ...... '''; ..... n,.""I .. '0 do ollly wi,., 
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Save The Train! 
THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 

A ND O THE R STATES PROVE IT FEASIBLE. 

West Virg in ia .has something that a lot of other 
st.,,, wou ld give a pu rty for a nd that ' s a bit of sure 
tour ist b~d t in t he form of a mountain and a railroad that 

chugs up it. 
The st ate of W es t Virg i., ia can have this railroad 

" th. owners don't want to get too rich on it , and if the 
".I'e·s represe nt a tives are convinced of its worth as a 
t OUrI" .ttr. d io n. 

Ther. is eve ry kind of interest in the idea. This 
...... r h .. hll rd from everybody and hi. brother and .11 
tIiYi"oly h_ th, l the road .nd its .te.m locomotive will 
_ be ,.Iogl tld to Ihe limbo of the .crap he.p. . • 

Hillbilly t. lI. Ihl .tory up to now this w .. k. It 
you I ""Wl Iccoun' of 'hI SundlY mll'ing of ,h. 

"'_ .. S.~.f. group. It ive. you pictures 'hat • Vlrgini. 
,. ' .... I, n look " ;Iv .. you a pep ta lk leller from 
~-'r1"""' Ru u.1I B,um who star ted Hillbilly out on 

""tII' th ,.,ilro.d . 
'."U ) •. th.r • leuy.nir of West VirQin· "'ct.,..... • tt ,. I .... rdnl' Remember ' Hillbilly 

I "" ... P".". tnle,p,l.e 10 do onl h.t 
...... .... I . . ... ., p.olo, . ,I 'y ond pride 

Leoislative Report 
This 



" 

Cl,-:: s' _ \!.Ietll VhOI"' :I ' ~ " r .. U.u.d AbovtT,,, " 

au r 

m 

• 

'IlrM I lonl( 

lKIlIsI.!~ re 
• ~ wat- ~he rc" 

with the I .... ~lIre 

n 'ulldilY (lC!\l~"':­
rt'!i:f'd i11 ge~ · ir. ! 

t~...5 ~ort Of lhir.!! 10 :.:~e 

""'. ~~;lvt= promotion 
)" oreer ,ull ~Iand, of taking 

IWO :our ist rail roads in Penn­
:he EJ;t Broad Top. which 

:hlS AuguU. was III constant com­
ar;d mad~ man, triPS to t·he Tweet -

.b Carolina And the operator of the 
I!el.-r,d lnlo all the facet s of the 1'weetsie 

0\\ n ope ration . And it is 
th :'lr. Wilburn or 'the EBT 

bout (ass • ra ~ t: 
th:i . I (nund OU1 rr 0:& the T ;:e 

I . .' ". probabl:; 
several year' ago In helping ;!) ~C' , 

slarled. "Wl\h subsequent leips "llh th-
I rom t.h! T'.\·ee~~le :0 pu:-
f1"om :he EST at C05L 1 lhin1..; ' !'I' 

blo~somed and :hen tr!p" lr.d rll~""~!'"' 
'.he T\\ eetsie m:m ftna!ized f'1l2' I 

~l r. \V ilburn to conn!1ce ':-; P O·.·~t" ~ 

railroad, Kovalchick S2h'age co:.Cf?rr. 
Pittsburgh. to follow lhroueh with ,c.? 

, Mr . Wilburn was up until the line was onci,:. 
abandoned (track was never lorn up ,OJ" 
and ,still is the Operating \ 'ice-Pre»de"- . 
should go on a Sat. or Sun. and next wepi; .'. 
fi rst weekend in November) is the end for 
year. Yo u can also com pare the mullilt!c~ -
vantages the Cass outfit has over the EST :,-co 

(Turn to Pale 8) 

r::::---



p ll p tl l' h /u ,,"",'1;1 , .. ,, '" u ycryuot.y "',d hi, brothe r lind III' 
dlvl" e ly h ope Ih" t tho rOitd and it s I tc am locomotive will 
,101 b e ,." Iogalt,d to Ihl'l l imbo of the scrap he. . 

Hillbilly 11'1 11 5 the s tory up 10 Ih~ ' • 
now " w eek It 

91\1eJ Vo u 
1'1 news accOunl of th e Sunday m t' f . 

Hou •• ·Senll le group, It gives yo . 1 ee 109 0 the 
d I U P I C urer; 'hlll • V· .. 

,.,. 111'0 11 /In l oo k . II g ;y,,. you 'r9 " '1I1I 
I I .. pep tan. ' e ll e .. fro 

P en n SY ... <'tn an R uuc lr Bll u m who s t arted H ' I'b . , ", 
• I I I y out 0 .. 

the qu es t 10 '/'I ve the r a il road, 

Kee p t his issue as eit h e r /I souveni r of West Virgin . 

i ... ·s ba ckwardness or its fo rw<lrdn css. Re m e mber : Hill bil ly 

is asking the state or private e nte rp rise 10 d o on ly what 
o ther s lales h ave done to th e ir profit , g lory and p r ide. 

There she sta nds, idle. ready 
(or Ih e bioI\' torch , rcady for the 
srra fl he:",. An,'wa y you took a t 
it . it is sa d throwi ng ~wa~' a pas t 
t hai call he re·~re:tl cd to the 
slbil:lI1t "Olll1ri,; of :t SYlIlph onic 
ras h register. 

'a.... 11111 .. 1,.1" r~\('h~(I In thl" 
... hw ........ " dr'unt. bull «: .... 1" 
.f .. ,. .... ~ JllIlto t.r"n rut ,.... 

"'r .. , I,., ,. ,,- '« " .. lUI Iba" 
I • 

Legislative Report 
(F rnm The Charlesto n Gaxe tt e) 

i\iembers of a iegisi3tive com· 
mitl cc look a preliminary slep 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of n lofty little rail· 
road wit,h its side at.lraction or 
an underground waterfall said 
to be higher than Niaga ra Fa lls. 

The rail road step was taken 
by four members of the Joi nt 
Commiltee on Government and 
Finllllce. They authorized Leg· 
isJalive Aud itor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
Comm iss ion 011 the wisdom o[ 
purchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon· 
l.:'Is County. 

The co-mmission would have 
chn rge of the rail road as a 
uniq ue scenic attraction for 
tourists in the even t of pur· 
chage by the state. 

Tentative offers totaling a 
maximum of $284,11 0 were 
quoted to the committee by 
I\oon tz. The sum represents lhe 
purchase price for 13 miles of 
rail road, an extensive land area. 
an old diamond s tack locomo· 
live and ce rt ai n additional 
equipment. ind ud ing flat. cars. 

The offe rs were made by 
representatives of at leas t three 
prinCipal owners who would be 
involved in the deal. They are 
Midwest Steel Corp.. Mower 
Lumber Co. :md DOll Mower 
Lumber Co. 

lt WIIS learned also that a 
prlvntl' Investor , ide ntified only 
OS • friendly "southern bank-

(Turn I. P.,. 14) 
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Dea r Mr. Comstock 

Enclosed are a gr 
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Special" , Please 
a ft er you have used 

If th e prC'lposal 
falls through lhe 
SOl tnd.:'l)' you 1:1a)' 

more information of 
in your newspaper 

you around the lw:'l 
syh·anil. Ont?o the 
opened up this .-\ ugU5tl 
munic:ttion :lIld madoe 
sle in Xorth Carohna 
EBT dt'l ved into all the 
before starting hig 
from Ill)" talks \\ ttb 
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'Save The Train! 

• 

THE STATE CAN BUY A RAILROAD 

AND OTHER STATE S PROV E IT FEASIBLE. 

Ylest Virginia ,has 50methfng that II lot of other 
statu would give II pu-,ty for and that's II bit of sure too"" bait in the form of II mou ntain and II railroad that 

chug. up -it. I 

The .t.t. of West Virgil'l ia clln have this railroad 
if the owners don't want to get too rich on it, and if the 
.. at.', r.pr ... nt.tive. are convinced of its' worth as ·" 

.tDuri,1 
CC 

the idea. This 
.f\CIf .n " 

,;,HI 

• I 
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RICHWOOD, WES,," VIRGINIA 
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e The Train! 
c A RA I ROAD 

T T PROV IT FEASIBLE . 

h l som thing that a lot of other 
• • purty for and that's a bil of sure 

form 01 • mountain and a railroad that 

.. ' Vi(Qini 

uld g' 
.,1 ,n Ih 

P ,I. 
T ,1.1 of Wul Virginia can have this railroad 
_ "don' ",ani to get too rich on' it, and if the 

rep, ... n"Ii"., are convinced of its worth as a 

• ,.elton . 
.... ry kind of inter •• t in the idea. This 

hom .~ .nd ~ bftther .nd. all 

~ ' •• , the road ai.i(j aIe4JP ~t/Y • 
.. the u..- of the ICrep .... p.. . • . ," , 
.. II. Ih. .tory up to no'" Ihi .. ", •• k. It 

• MW' eccounl of Ih. Sundey meeting of th. 
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P o n ,,..y l v3 nI LUl Ru •• a ll UtlurT'l W !lg SH I.ITI U U ,...,IIIUIiIY OUt on 

!he quo. ' to . nvo th o rt'l ilrond. 
Kee p thi s iu u a lU e ithe r" souvenir 0 ' W est Vir9in~ 

I ~ b"ckw,.rd" OIJ o r it. forwt'lrdnou. Re m e mbe r: Hillbilly 
Is As k in Iho , ti'l o or privlIt o o ntorpri se to do only what 
olhgr "n IOS h nv do n o to the ir profit , glory and pride. 

err she s t:mds. idle. rea.dy 
for 'ht blow lorch, re.1.dy for the 

np hNp. "\ nyw~y you look at 
JC It If d throwin, :\wny a past 
UUI C1n Ix: re-crea ted to the 

blbtlt unds of a symphonic 
c..ull recLJter. 

legislalive Report 
(From The Charle ston Gazette) 

Members of a legislative com~ 
millee look a preliminary step 
here Sunday toward possible 
purchase of a lofty little rail­
road with its side attraction of 
an underground waterfall said 
Lo be higher than Niagara Falls. 

The railroad step was taken 
by four -members of the Joint 
CommHtee on Government and 
Finance. They authorized Leg­
islative Auditor C. H. Koontz 
to check with the Conservation 
C<>mmission on the wisdom of 
pu rchasing the Mower Lumber 
Co. railroad at Cass, Pocahon­
tas County. 

The commi-s ion would have 
charge of the railroad as a 
uniqlie scenic attraction for 
ourists in the event of pur-

chase by the state. 
Tentative offers totaling a 

maximum of 284.110 were 
quoted to the commitlee by 
Koontz. The sum represent the 
purchase price for 13 miles oi 
railroad. nn extensi\'e land area. 
nn old diamond tack locoma­
tlv and certain ddlti n. I 
qllipm 'nt. in Iding fI cars_ 

'1'he 0(( 'r. \\ 're mad;: by 
I"t pr'~"I\nt. ttnS r J l~ ... t l}tri ~ 
prtndl'.11 \\ n~ 1'$ wh \\ uld 
II\\' h,,\ III tit, <I, I Ttl Y ,re 
~h,1 It t '\~d " rp, . f II r 
l oUt Ib r n,1 ~ I \ r 
I mlbc'r • I. 
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In ! _ 1\1,'0..' V'I'D!"':'. 11 . ..0 ,' T.llt ~d Abov-t T, • • n 

• • aum rites gain bout (ass ra 
fp(clu: 

ure 
rt!s~ 

u1lh the legislature 
on 'sundlY. October 

'pd in g~t1In~ 

n o{ thing to use 
u.e, ~~r promotion 

un 'lands of taking 
ri~ railroads In Penn· 
I Broad Top. which 

I, "a l in constant com· 
.ma4" marlY triPS to the Tweet· . ..... .:- - . 

• '. 

,\nd Ihe operator of the' 
faceU of the Tweetsie 

n operation. And it is 
~l r. Wilburn oi the EST 

tb:ll I found out m)" iolo on Ibe Twec~ 

I \\ as probably in$:rumental her~ .' 
several years ago LD helping to ;:e: the Id~l 
.tnned ..... \·'th subsequent trips with til. IDn 

from the Tweetsie to purchaie eq~';lI,. 

from the EBT at cost. I think the idea ::n 
blossomed and then trips and discuss:cn, .... 
the Tweetsie ma n finalized the decis!J:l ~. 

Mr. Wil burn to convince the o\\"~e~s 0: : .... 
railroad. Kovalchick Sah'age concern "".' 
Pittsburgh. to follow tlrrough with the i~· ' . 

, Mr. Wilburn was up until the line was officill:. 
abandoned (track was never torn up thou~ :' 

and ,still is the Operating Vice-President. , .' > 

should go on a Sat. or Sun. , and next week (!h~ 
first weekend in November) is the ena for C,~ 
year. You can also compare the multitude ~d· 
vantages the Cass .outfit has QVer the ~BT iUl,d 

(Turn to Pa, . 8) 



Dt.t ~ ea1l thb "claw_ 
bre'" ..... t.be old eoal-b.mer Is 
aan da.m,- up Cheat. 

()N If._ ... IIbltkcl , Tbbl II up 
.. -. n ' .... lis ..na attne 
c-. 

PAGe liGHT , o 
RUSSELC BAUM MAKES PLEA 

the Railroadl ~'i': ~ 
, . 

FOR i'EASTERN" PRESERVATION 

F rom P.lge 1 
the Strasburg. There is not even a close com­
parison on this score. The neg.Hive point, of 
course, Is location. But I'd like Mr. Wilburn 
10 tel! you about Ihe amount or lack of I 
should say, local t rade. It's mostly long dis­
ta nce fraUic. The EBT is located at Orbison­
ia,. Pa., and the Strasburg at St rasburg. If you 
fly I'd be will ing to meet you at Harrisburg 
and if you drive, either in Sunbury o r Orbis­
... "a. 

I think one of the gre~ appeals in any 
~e\\ispa per drh'e is partly senllmental. I talk­
ed about it on ou r trip. I avoided it during 
the legislature talk on purpose. But to reiter­
ate the appeal to me is this, Whereas we've 
set aside Mountain tops. forests galore, 
streams and valleys, rocks and monuments 
as national and state parks - very little has 
been done to preserve the most cherished her, 
itage of all - our human her itage, 

-And where is the preponderance of hu­
man heritage? It 's in the East. The Pennsyl­
vania Grand Canyon tnes to emulate the 
Grand C'anyon of the Colorado. The Great 
Smokies and the Hills of West Virginia ' ry 
to be eastern pretenders to the Rockies. But 
no matter how hard we try the )tonongahela 
National Foresf will never compare with the 
forest of Sequoia National Park with its tov.'­
ering 300 foot giants up to 40 feet in diam­
eter. 

Wan' to Be Som.thing Els. 

There is no tree in the Allegheny fo r­
elt that would give 700,000 board reet of 
lumber. Tbere is n.1 canyon in the ~Sl quite 
l1ke YosemUe--TaUulatl Gorge In Geoflia 
comes doseat, 3000 miles behind . And tbere 
Is no all around park like YeUO'o'o'stone, And 
there Is no grandeur in the world qUite like 

the '~ost of salvage ra il at about $ 1.50 to $2.00 
per foot. And the mor e .. o[ these places we­
add, the more attractive a travel package \.he 
East wllJ be - or for that matter keeping 1 
pe rpetual West bound tourist East (like },ne). 

let's Pruerve the en. 

-~- p.~~1 "~ . ,. .. 

lila .- ."""~ . 
As an aside - if at this time I could 

land an attractive job in the West I'd do so, 
I love to travel - and that is becOffJing the 
American pastime-and will continue to do so . 
And wtth places like l1~e proposed Cass layout 
I'll have no need to be out West to be steeped 

S n. k e ........ Uuc\.,. "'.lllS hl~ 
day on n,,, e ,n pUH, lils 
IInl~h ed on June:O, 11e 
v"'uab' e "'.n II pu, to """ 
'ake. the tourist. for • ride_ 

in the beauty of America. I'll be able to do it 
at home, And yes, we do have some of these 
things here. such as WilliamSburg, Hopewell 
Furnace (an Iron furnace Nat'l Park In Pa,) 
along with scores of military parks like Get­
tysburg, which memorialize and perpetuate 
wounds or the past with hunks of stone strewn 
over the landscape. 

Let's face it: We've come short of pre­
serving the glory of our East. At Cass we can 
combine the serene beauty of the East in Its 
fi nest with the t ransportation mode'that made 
America - the Railroad, 

And showing steam in its finest hour, 
a symbol of a passing century of tradition, is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
of men for time to come; the personal and 
rcnnantic throbbing of a $learn engine along 
with its plaintive wait 

111_ plctuletl we.re made bJ 
Mr, and Mrs. Wm, P.. BalreU, J,." 
01 Arlln(tOn, Vlr,lnJ., two II' 
lo.ert: Who come, 01 dill C_ .. . _ . 
West Vlr .. lnla t.o wouhl, ... ~ 
a/C., 01 th' "ut rod SteuIL ~ 
hi No. 4 Sh'T at • ChMt ..... 
.Cop, 

.. In l?..--lD..O.kiruc.a l .Mount McKinley (called )11. DenaU 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize tome reason to take his son for a 
last look and a return look for !lat matter? 
You talked on the trip about the West tapila­
l.i.%inl on the Cowboy, How about Pau; BUrly.1I 
and the Lumberjacfu" Were they lIot . s col­
orlw" Who doeso't UN Iu.mber? .And wbo 
doesn't lb.rU1 to the thought. en a rugged lum, 
bujack deep in the woods calling out in reson­
ant toncs _ "'TImberr'''! Ho ... ; many peop\e 
have gone through an honest to goodness saw 

'........ • ... NVI 

=--



010II , ... nc- "'UtH.. ..... t.. I~ up 
_ .a. .,.''''' .... 11n abCIH~ ,-
• 

--
r'- ,-J -

/.. _lr!." 
/. " -.--..3 _ _ ~~ ..... ~ 

, . ~'f~-
" 

~~-"- " ~~ ·~i 

T1t.b mID -u bpjll In 19%1, re ­
JIbdrlt _ th.al bumecL WlIbllly 
tcot& W-t this alII mil l slIlIuldn ', 
C.. IkaI. .s-u tbe yean It ... 111 
.,.y dM GaU a pretty penny .... a 
~ ., the past. A locger's 
.-.x1lHll (_Id be p m e.red h ere. 

. , 

..-' -._-- .-. wr """" ... " ..... - .. ~. 
,"II "h,"" II Ih~ I I't' IWlld(lrlLll~'" or hu· 

man to"rll.AtI~ Wi 1'1 ,h., l':~"t '1'1\11 PlIlllI'y" 
,Anla ,;untl (""I)'em Ir'('I 10 e11lul/lle IhO 
tor and (',1n\llIl llf till' ('oh.rndo, The GreAt 
$11"~'Ui" .nd .he Ilfll$ of We).. Virginia 'ry 
hi tk' t'AM ... rn ,H'Clt'no('fS 10 thl' nucklos. But 
no Illllltl'r hOIl hurd we If)' Ihe .Monongahc\n 
:-.I.Uonnl ~~n r(' ~ t will ncver ('01111)lI ro wllh Ihe 
rorE-lOt of Sequoia Nlltionlll Pllrk with Its lOw, 
~ring 300 foot gianlS up 10 40 feel in diam· 

t"tt' r. 

• e rvLng UI(1 gLory of our ~;lIat. 1\\ Call '110 c~n 
i:omhLue tJlI.l lIorene h t.l IlU~Y or the ~:IIS\ In ltl 
flUClil wIth the transportation mot!(!"that made 
Amerlcn - the ltaUro:ld. 

Want to 8e Something Else 

Th ere is no trcc in the Allegheny for· 
est that would gi",e 700,000 board feet of 
lumber. There is n.) canyon in the East quite 
like Yosemite-Tallula·h Gorge in Georgia 
comes closest, 3000 miles behind. And there 
Is no all around p3rk like Yellowstone. And 
there is no gr:lndeur in the world quite like 
looking:lt Mount J\l c l( inl cy (called Mt. Denali 
by natives and the Indians) towering 16,000 
feet (rom base level and 20,300 reet from sea 
level. Watching il as I did , (Tom w~here I work· 
ed, 150 air miles away at dusk was an awe 
inspiring sight I can never forget. And with 
the help of,.. two large photo murals 1 took, 1 

nevel" shall. 
, ,Can the East top that? Yes, it can. Not 

bv t ryin.g .to match that which makes the 
West great , not by matching mountain peak 
fo r mountain peak; but by presE rving that 
which made America great, by preserving 
that whieh the East in our history books is 

noted for-its human heritage. 

And ShOwIng steam In Ils [lnest hour, 
(I symbol of a passing century of traditIon, Is 
a nostalgic item that will live in the hearts 
o'f men for time to come; lhe personal and 
ramantic throbbing or a steam engine along 
with its plaintive waiH 

What American father will not fail to 
rationalize some reason to lake his son {or a 
last look and a return look for that -matter? 
You talked on the trip about the West capita· 
lizing on the Cowboy. How about Paui Bunya n 
and the Lumberjacks? Were they not as col· 
orful? Who doesn"t use lumber? And who 
doesn't thrill to the thought of a rugged lurn· 
berjack deep in th .. woodS calling 0\\\ \ n reSOn· 
ant tones _ ··TLmberr""! How many I)COI)\e 
have gone through an honest to goodness s aw 

Th~ vlelures "'HI: mMI: by 
Mr. and Mn. Wm, It Ban~u.. Jr, 
of Arllncton, Vlr,Lnla, two tnJD 
loy_ who eomt, or did e.lme. to 
West VLr,lnla to worship at. thlP; 
alt.a, of the "n.t rod g Leam. Tbhl 
Is No. 4 Shay Ilt Il Cheat walu 
stop. 

mill? 
Last year .. ln Longview. Washington , 1 

went lhrough the Weyerhauser Mill. There 
were 25 in our party. Tours were hourly every 
,day of t.be week. Absurd? No! tn a large Cen· 
ter of population-no. Just a pure genuine in­
terest in our human heritage-lumbering. And 
remember, this is just to see a mill operate. 
There's no ride involved. No scenery to see, 
It's not next to anything else of interest. 
There's no timbering to watch. It 's just to 
look at a saw mill. 

We Have So Much . . , 

Last emptlu "lImll frOlD \he 
Cheat woodS. \l's the \:&5t ci3y 0.1 a 
aldy year Ipan. Wtl t " Vir,Wa 
a dd 160 to U.s unemployed. 

C ly"'" Oal , .... " b.Uo¥_ ... • ... 
, .0" U .. , h Ula. T"'-' ,. uuly • ,...... 
So .... . , W"", \'b' ..... •• • ...,... ,. .... 

..... .. ... ....... crIIDIIHtI. _,.. .... _ . .. , Ua-. ... _ .. ....,wt..~w_"" 
".... ... -..... .. w_ YIrJbda, 

True we have beautiful forests and hills 
In the East wit h a cutain unusual sylvan beau· 
ty to s et them apart from those of the West, but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West 
And it's not going to draw people {rom the 
Midw est East when ir s just about as easy 
(or them to travel w ('St. But it's a corobina· 
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our r ich human heritage that 
wUl draw people to the East . Why do people 
go \0 Europe? Certaiul)' not to listen to peo­
ple speak a language they can·t understand 
or \0 Me "scenery we can surpass several tilDes 

My falher·in·law travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what - Just 
to see the remains of old iron furnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there's nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphleU and restored 
and 'reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
t hree vitally interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass I perenn.lal favorite­
• eave; and of course lbe not to be forgotten 
be r luge of our future-tbe National Radio 
A,suooomy ObServatory at Green Bank, ~­
Hev. me tbere'S • Gold Mine In Them nar 
B1l1J; and it'. not iD CalifornJa. 

_ .. ' , -- ..... ....... 
~ .. --- ............... . over ill our own block-yard. Nor fo r tbe op­

~ bI' spendlng the $500 round-trip air­
........... n '. the bumaJI berit&&e in £urope 

pyraw ids. tblll take -., ..... 
ADd you earl continue to .uk me Jor 

aD7 poaib1e (UJ""lber belp I may &!.,e J waat 
notblDl more out crt It thaD Ole feelUl& that • __ a pod ause" aad the 



...-......... 111ft ""'" 

I ........ - ...... ...-..·~ 
I~ dIM ..... - --..." ,... ..... _ u... ~ II .-tli 

~ .. _......w . ................. '-' 
~"l""'" , .... ~ --- ........ ,~ '"'"" 
" 

"hIu'l a a.r loader, c.blldre D. 
F...- ,... ~ D_. Bat there 
.... _ a d..a,. _hen , oa won't. 
r .... u. .uk . 1 West \ 'Irpnla, 
.. tu ~_en. !U\'e !.be wis­
.-- '- prma'Te Lbb rich herltace. 

'''""J W.! .. ,,-i"i II., frlTiI (rpm \\'tii'rll I worl{· 
f'd. 1:10 .It "1114" .101.,)" •• d",k WI. an . we 
itlAJ',nn, Ii,hl I \'1111 nf'\'t'T rorat!t And with 
thfo bc-lr Mo., I\OIJ larat' l)hOln muralJ I look, I 
nt\'C'r ,t.h_n 

~n tht! EllSl top I.hal! Yes, It can. Nol 
t" trying to rn.lC:h thai which makes the 
W(,Jt g~M. not by mllU:hlng mountain peak 
(or ftlounUln puk: but by prese rving that 
which made Amerlcn great, by preservi ng 
,hat which tbe Eas t in our history books is 
nolNt for-its human heritage. 

True we have beautiful rorests and hills 
in the E:asl with a c.'!rt3in unusual sylvan beau­
ty to set them :apar t from those of the West, ,but 
it's not a dynamic beauty as with the West. 
And it's not going to draw people .from ~he 
Midwest Eas t when it's just about as easy 
fo r them 10 travel West. But U's a combina­
tion of our pastoral beauty combined with the 
dynamism of our r ich human heritage that 
will draw p:eople to the East. Why do people 
go to Europe? Certaiuly not to listen to peo· 
pie speak a language they can 't understand 
or to see scenery we can su rpass several times 
over in our own backya rd, Nor for tbe op· 
portu nity b f spend ing the $500 round-trip air· 
plane fare . It 's t,he human her itage in Europe ' 
-tbe m~seums colosseums, pyramids, that take 
people there. One note-a local frie nd of mine 
in the junk business advises me that the max· 
imum the line should be worth is S7500 a 
mile deli vered in Pittsburgh if the rail is 'fe· 
saleable and S5000 if of only scrap value. Also 
he says that to lay trac k new would cost-la-

bor S10 per foot and S2,000 for s .... ;tches plus 

wellt through th-;' We)';rha .. ;aer Mill. - n;rl! 
were 2n In Oll r Pllrt)' , Tours were hourly every 

,d:ay of th~ week, Ahsurd? No! In a large cen. 
ter of populallon-no, Just a pu re genuine in. 
terest In our hUman herllage-lumbering. And 
rcmem'ber, thll Is just to sec a mlll operate. 
There's no ride Involved. No scenery to see. 
It 's not next to anything else o[ interest. 
There's no timbering to walch. It's just to 
look at a saw mlll. 

We Hne So Much, • • 

My rather-in-Iaw travels East and hauls 
me around on jaunts for guess what _ just 
to see the remains of old iron fUrnaces. And 
there are crowds at the developed places like 
Hopewell. Why? You know why. And yet 
there's nothing operating at these places. All 
there is are guides, pamphlets and restored 
and :reconstructed remains. So, plus these 
three vitalJy interesting facets of our heritage 
we have added at Cass a perennial favorite­
a cave; and of course the not to be forgotten 
her itage of our future-the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank, Be· 
lieve me there's a Gold ~Une in Them Thar 
Hills and it's not in California. 

And you can continue to ask me for 
any possible further help I may give. I want 
nothing more out of It than the feeling that 
I've done something for a good cause" and the 
sel1·satisfaction that that gives and U1e know­
ledge that future generations and mYlieU will 
have places to go in the East in quest for -rich 
vacalion spots, 

Russ Baum 

W l ~m IJI.IO!II ~. tr01ll U. 
Chut _.od .. U', tbe laM .. ,. ... 
.I:r.L,. ,.ear ........ Wen VIrPni. 
a.dd 1st I.e It. "_mlll.nod, 

Clyde GaltOTd brln,. ill _DOd. 
from ~h e hills. This I, b"l ,. .. plc ­
lo 'r e of West Vlr,lnla'. , 1CM"lo\U 
put. 

'n,r ... ebM-daoo eollltil Mj1t bit. 
., ..." _ die k'rd bet_eea. lbe 
-. ~-... ea' &be .we .t 
...... Gia&.- c. .... 

People, who are deeply interested in the fate of the (ass railroad have been 
asking me if il is maybe possible 10 have a mass meeting somewhere in 

in the stale. Any suggestions along Ihis line from readersl 



~ ---:-:":"-- .... 

t-IO"~",,&'C.'il ''' ' \ 'Je,Q 

Moul\\.aln \a tne W9 Q\. ~ 
Knob, w'f\\ch nu 1. t.":P<l~ 
elevation of 40,&;', leet-1U5t. 
tnree feet \~!S t'h<o.n 'Sovrute 
Knob m Pend\e\.0n Coum.'1 
b.lghes1. ?Olnt in tne SU\.f:.. • 

Proponen\s CI{ the purebase 
say \.nat the steep, n"d-s"~'J\e 
nl\road. With the 0\0. Gia'!n<rl'.d. 
stack steam locomotl.ve. ca~ab\1! 
or laboring up ... he scenic. coun 
ttj"side, 'Plus. Cas;; t:avern, 1101 
sure-fire tou.lst aUrac\l.oru.. 

The under~round watert 
said to he about 't,\lO teet hl 
is wit,hin the cavern near 

\Ta11roao. . 

THEY BEEN WORKIN" ON DE RAILROAD 
If West Virginia buys the railroad l at Cass, "and thus fills its . coffers with tourist 

dollars these men who m~t on the inspJction trip two weeks ago. They are: (si tting left to 
right) J . C. Cruickshank, Jim Comstock, iand Harry Pauley. Standing: Don Crislip, Ted 
Riffe, Carl Frasure, Dick Bowman, P. F. Long, Robert Jacobson, A. L. Reed, Carl Geiner, 
C. H. Koontz, Don ' Mower, WaTd 'M: Dawson~ ST.,-Mr. Yoke, T. G. Matney, and Herb ': o:: hup· 

b.ch. I 

Cass Train Report 
(From p.ae 1) 

.00." ••• ··c.,¢ •• t¢ t., t.,. "".,""""""". ·ioo I 
. ONLY RAILROAD ' 

NOT M£:RGING 
8et ... ~tm s~:::o;.:" -s of two 

c - m 'n i l!'&es Sun­
•• nlro'" .nd .... 

er," is interested in buying the 
railroad if the state decides a­
gainst making the purchase: 
His reported offer is abcMf ~ - -­
*75.000. .. l z" l .... 

R . • 
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THE Y B EEN WORKIN ' ON DE RAILROAD 

If w •• , V i",! n !'" b uy' I~. r llil ro/ld li t CIIU, a nd thvs flll . i tt coHen w ith touri,t 
,,,,rs ,hel" m e n w h o m 6 t on the I n J P~ctiol1 trip t w o weo k. "go. They are : (si tl ing lett 10 
hU J. C. Crvicklhlt Mk. Jim Co m s tock , lind Harry Paule y . Standing: Don Cris li p, T~d 
"., Ca d FrIlSY"_, Dick Bowman, P. F. Lo ng, Robe rt Jllcoh50n , A . L. Reed, Carl Gri ner. 
H t(oon" 1 Don Mow. ". Ward M. Dawson, Sr .• Mr. Yoki, T , G. Matney. and Herb ':~h up. 

~ . 

Cass Train Report "~~':~";~~':~~;;_'N "'; 
(From Paoe 1) NOT M£:RGI NG i 

er," is interested in buying the B.t'·· .. ~l~ s~:-:o>-s of two !i , 
railroad if the state decides .o.· I. ~ isl .. . iye c -mmi1tees Sun· t 1 
gainst making the purchase: • ...,.. -', iflting sanl ton and 
His reported offer is about! . aelag.tls - diJcuMed the I' 
$75.009· I possibility of Issuing p.... I 

Co--Ohairman ,fh.rrv R Pau l- es 011 th. scenic Mower 
ley (0 -McOowejl) p;:Hn~ , of ' n'" t Ll' r(lber Co. railroad. 
1'1:11 th e Governm ..... ' aI'" F \ ~ H o u se S peak e r H arry R . \ 
1I:tllet} CO nlJl littce I 'lCI;:c;.cI n l l~ Pa uley ( 0 - M cDowell ) corn_ ':; 

qu o l'tlln to take f ot'"'nrl actIon - ,m~;!~~ : 1 h . \ 
Sunday. The total of foul' mem- \ .s s t e on l y I"a '\ - 'I; 
b el'S present was two short of roa d I know of 'hat 'I; 

doesn ' t wa nt to m el" 9 e t ~ 
tHe quorum required for the to- ~ , . b with anothe r o ne." t \ 
~~~~~be r cl~mittee to do usi, ;""4' . ."."',,,' _.,..,.,~~"'~".,..,.".,. ' '''''"'''c ; \ 

Pauley said he was reason- leI' (rom Midwest Steel Corp .. \\1 
ably cert~irt. however, that the which has indicated that it 
full committee w.ould ...approve "janls to remove the Tailroad • 

I 
the decision to talk about the before the weather gets cold if : 
matter furlher wit'h the Con- no sale is made. : 
servation Com m iss i o n. The Committee members decided . 
other three members p resent don't have t-he authority 
were Sen. A. L. Reed (R·Pres- to take a proposed $5.000 option 
ton). Del. Herber l ' Schupbach on the steel _and rolling stock 
(D·Wetzel) and Del. Ward M. of the r ailroad . 
Dawson (R~Mo rgan). 'Pauley said the powers of the 

\ 

committee could scarcely ex-
Will Meet No.... 13 tend oeyond making a favorable 

to the next 
The committee set ,. N,pv/ which convenes in 

\ 
[.q r Its neXt meeting:- More . he said 
live action Ijs expected at the 
time, he 

A note of uTgency wa'S In­
jected In the .meeting -by a let- matter 

should look at the 
ill relation to its total 

'and make a report to 
the committee at its earliest I 
oPPQrtunity. . I 

A 10llC"" petition signed by _ 
west Virginia University stu, 
dcnll in support of the pr0-
posal was brou,ht to the atten­
UoD of the eommJUee. 



s Speech -I-,~'II·~ , 
,.,.. .. flu.. ~ 
..... 1anDeII .1"" 

,.,...,_ ., thI-

I. ~· .L .. _ __ _ ... _~ 

,..,06 SEVEN 

II Utfo _b m'trion In df'IN" I Th L 
_ .......... , •• n«<l 0"'" e ' atest 
...... , or nac " .. shall talk 

DECE MBER 3, 1963 

Word on (ass 'hOG (ho,o 
__ I \k 1fttptC'l\"t.rnf'nl of ed, 
~ qllabU Ins1Nld. ar al By In n N, Hun ter l of Ihe Cass line but told the be in business, at a fracUon dl 

!.ft .t4d.Ih...n w~ shan try Just :'Ibout cvc l'ybody in West committee Ihat his department thc cost cstimated by Director .0 .~rt ~t "'I.)" or identify- Virginia, and se l'e ral other would be glad to operate the Lane, 
11\1 aNt rt'",:archng talenl a~ stateS too, wilh a fclI' not<lbll' scenic line if thc legislature Even the amount of coal reo 
... ~ from me.re lime- exceptions, has fallen in love followed the committee's ap- quired to climb Bald Knob fig-­
""'-UlI Irs laJe.nl thai Wi' with the Cass Railroad. This proval and "give us enough ured in the discussion. Warden 
_&.1101 10 Cf't J;nd don't 1I'3nt :'.l fact was brought oul 011 the I money to run it on". Lane had earlier told the_Jeg:---i 
~krs put our money there Legislative committee meeting Listing some of his object. islalors Ihat his department es:-'-

.. , __ ~ -tn tan ahn_ys get warm bod· held in Charleston Sund,lY, No· lions to the prOject the Conser- timated that it would. take ten 
., ,.ac PN- iJel 10 5!and up in II classroom vember 20. \'a tion Commissioner noted that tons of coal to make the stee~ 
... f'ODrt'r .. ~ ~ .. ull the- roll. We shall vis· A petition bearing the names the town of Cass was almost ascent. 

......... ~ hl eKb otber's campuses and of 1500 Marshall College stu· inaccessable to concenlrated RaHfan Rife chaUenged (th!\: 
..... ~ (otU, lam .bout each oth.er's prob- dents, along wilh numerous 11'1- tourist traffic. He al~o. slated tonnage figure .and told thel 
1kw __ 1 of le:ms. 2nd strengths first hand. lers and wires, WllS read to the that t~e cost of a~qulrlng a,nd members that It \~ould onty 
~ ~1" I get tl~ of botels-but never six man group before they unan· ")ncratmg the scemc shay lme take four tons 10 chmb t h_ e 

ad OIIr ~ttT's'at ampuses. We shaU help each imouslv \'(lIed on co·chairman might prove prohibitive, mounta in and "a hair a Ion tO I 
aHd UM'lDpao)'- :othu. Pint we must sell, even Harry Pauley's motion to recorn· Ted Rife, an employee of the come down" , " 

:). ~.,. f1!'U- more lhan we have, the vl.lues mend the purchase. r.adio-astronomy center at "We-Propose to bold a ,pulh, 
:'--S 41 IlDeJil-iof hlgher education to the peo· The molion instructed Con- Green Bank, and an ardent lie meeting somewhefe in .the i 

pie and their leaders-make servation Director Ward e:! M. ;pokesman for advocates seek- Istate, as sU.l!.t!esled by the!West 
I haW" ~ absolutel}:' clear its indispensa· Lane, to get in tOltch with the ir.g to prese rve the last st~am Virginia Hillbilly. 10 plll'l1 fot. 

pnnte lnIlllU- billty to the Stat~, to the Na- ?wners of the railroad and roll· mountain line in operation !n \ action to pr~se~l . our c~ use to 
resiIl.mg no«th lion and to yout h m the second mg stock 'and attempt to get I the eastern United States. dls- I lhe West Vlrguua l.eglSlature 
"."... nus is ~If o~ the. 20th centu~. \ye I a r.eiisonable price quoted for I puted some of the · CO!it figu~es , when it convenes in January",1 
.In. shall Jom In encoura.gl.ng ID· presentali~n to the full house ! Quoted earlier in the hearmg I the astronomy center acco~nlr 

i ,tit- ro .. mer of creased corporate gIVmg to membershIp when they convene by Director Lane. ...-nt announced at the meetmg. , 
'ulllrtJCMl _ For n . higher educatIOn and . in edu- I i~ January for the 1961 ses- "The Slue~'one Goree ane! \ "Public .notice of the lin~? a~d 

__ • .._...... callng aU our alumm to the slon. I . R k h b ',_ place WIll be announced, RUe ...... .."'...... . ' . . Seneca oc save een " 
,b m mmmml- fact that their own educatIon OUTIng the Sunday meetmg I r _ '11 ' Y"" ,od concJu, d:~'~d~, _____ :-: 

h th bl'" I d i P ace or .. ml ton , 
In' common I Yo" e . er pu. IC or private, was DIrector Lane revea e some '11 I t th '11'0 " Rife '( 
OI.Ir t'ntversily heaVily subsIdized. Together we of the long range plans for wl' d ~~B ~n~h erC~~~ IL~n~ wil! EGAN WROTE HUMOROUSL 

nt~tUi..a the no- have avenueS of approach to tourist development in West sal. u e I some. OF THE CIVIL WAR 
to bnn, e\'(:f)' foundations . corporations. legis· Virginia by his Conservation ~SOI~ ~or sc~~p un e~~, Rife One of the. ~ew hu.m~~us 

Wle in WC$l Latures .. churches and individ- Commission , The Director spe. y a es a IOn soo, , books on the CIYII War IS Th?, 
.lnto .... -n. nul'. uals and groups of all kinds cifical1y ment ioned the SMeca went on, l Flying Gray .,Hatred Yank 

1M uruque fune. that we may not have sepa- Rocks arca and the Bluestone I Disputing the need of an ex· written by Michael E:gan ot 
lverrll). lI.$ I see rattly or alone. Gorge as projects whose de- pen~ive lo?ge to hoyse and feed Parkersburg In 1888. 

Y Itw:lf ".-anlJ We shall endeavor to explode velopment should have higher . tOUTlsts Rife explamed that the TWAIN'S PARENTS LIVED 
In th" State- the fallacies in the public mind priority than the Cass scenic I state could pu rchase se~e,ral IN MASON COUNTY 

of the State- such as that tax.assisted lnsti: Railroad. lold Pullman coaches and dlm~g arenlS of Mark '!'wain 
draw on them . tulionl don't need private sup. Lane expressed only mild en- I· cars and set them ~ff o~ a ~d Th\ P d in Mason County. -

ltI our grad. port, that voluntary conlribu. thusiasm for the development ing and the Cass Rallroa wo once Ive 
I scbools- lions to public institutions re· I _________________________ _ 

au •• nt bl!Uer duct contributions to other in-
wIUth to draw .muLion., thai private instilu· scho larshi.p~. We .ar? about, to P to P n 

lionl can survive by just keep. set u~ ~ JOint statl~bcal servl~e erson erso 
T........ ing on raising t uition, that pri. ~ nd Jomt eHorts m fund ·rals-

Vile institutions i uUer unfair lng, We hope to work more .' f wOO 
..... _ eompeUlion from low fees in closely together increasingly in R, E. Mathews of Weston will at the ll1Vl~\lOn 0 es or the 

of our tal: IIIi&I.ed irIIUl.u.Uons, All of Ilhe highly important field .of receive Hillbilly for the. next ltv and radiO aUdl~n~UllbUlY iI 
.. no lheH are sheer aonaense. Let's adult education. i?2 weeks .... it~ .~e _:~r,!!"m~ Manha:,:~_,~r~=_~ !--...... -~." ... 

Q -- - - - - - -- -- - -- - - -- - -

'1,\1 



The ¥fEST VIRGINIA 
I I 

SIM(ilE 

,," 
25, 

Time to Start Workin' on 'de Railroad 
Tlle13~~ 
1H-J(uP~1 

31, MILES TO THE 

TOP 

HillbiUy' 5 Salut • 

... T. WA'SHINGTON.N.H. 
3J'.- M ILES FROM TOP TO BOTTOMl 

lh .. " ,"'" ,1<>01 ,,1 10'" .. II' u!' M""'" W,.,h;n\1 
,gn "'" 'hg Wo<~j , FI". "c.",, ' F"U"""1 . .. ,.~"'L'CI 
',na (""It t,ySylve" ' ." MfI<\,l. ul(,,,k"n' II II lhl. 
~";'1"'" ,0;1 .... ,,'1'. ",fl·" If" ,.." I" .... } Y''''''. ;,f ,""w." u' 
"'""_ -....' "fA ..... o.! un J~ I ~ 3, 111(>'/ ... "oJ I~" ",l/~""'" 
Cf~"I:'u",''\Iy """" thor t,,,.,- ·,. ... .,..1 lor , ...... ~.,.., ," 
"...- •• ", _,,,Id .... ,,' <,>loti ,h",,- ," 11.,- 1<>" 



... _ ....... . 

o Start orkin' on 
to I"k" (:IN' r,n'" malliU.I' and he IS It:".; 

by the dIVIne ngbl 01 kingJ, But 
meOOd), IJ, ClNt the he dldn'l Ja~' do 11, ilIld II WUII' 

Wl:~t \'Iqunla lit' done One wonders "'hi' lhe go", 
It bcc:auc if hl' did ernor doesn't like the nil road • 

• "o;)ld hal'c saId to the legis. The Senate 01 West V-tr&inia 
lature. "Bu)' that lillIe railroad likes the railroad and put 11 in 
and 10.:1 il be the frrst olive ou, the budget so It could be boughL 
01 the tuuri~t Jar, Buy II. boys, But the House dIdn't like the 
~nd leI ~ give thl' people back little ra il road and tbey said, no, 
a lillIe ~ometlung," The GOI'e r- they wouldn 't Itemize Ii. The 
nor has been made good [a I her I House and the Senate hal'e to 

f the West. Virgin ia ns by a agree or the budget can't be sub­
mitted and the legislature can' 
adjourn unW they get togeLh' 

)" So there was a kind of com­
prise, 

"Let's put in enough money 
and if the Conservation Com­
missio n wunts to buy it later, 
lhen lhev can buy it." That was 
nice on the surface, but it still 
means that there's smn ebody in 
power who doesn't like the litt~e 
rnilroad and tha t the state WIU 

ncver buy it. Or so tJ\is paper 
thinks, 

'l'hcl'c is somebody who likes 
t 11'-' lit lle Cuss r ailroad, This 

. • I. ' ... _____ 'D..'-' ....... t...h.~ 

Tic 
, 
~ 

Ml 
3J4 

S'" ... , 
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f.omf'bod" who likes 
c.o., niho.d. Th is 

po: lor 1.'<11""" BUI Ihis pap· 
't any Judi!e because this 

per I.;;; one man's opinion . So 
('~n be discounled. But 

"' Ire other.; \\ ho like the 
nUroad and Ihat is just 

I everybody In West Virgin· 
xcep: Ih. slron~ man on the 

tud;:~: (' Ihe <tale. Why they 
n', like II. nobody knows. One 
tile big men says it will take 

much money and he talked 
~bout toilets on top of the hill 

bou t other things. This 
. . r uld back to him, get the 
n"road fITSt and then talk a· 

I Ihr, ' e things. Be sensible. 
" man got ruflled and the 

ot ruffled and nabody 
here. 

•• 
" lhls paper predicts that 

hlng is left up to the 
.I.I~. thai Ihe railroad will be 

Id 10 Ihose people in Marion. 
VirgInia. who would Ilke to havo 
t 10 0Ilr.(1 wuriJi18. But that 
1,(luldn'L happen and this paper 

"ill lcrap IJIl hell freezes over 

• 

. .. 
'ih~;; i. .. 11'1"1 , .. tory ut YU\;r Hit> up MOlJ,llt wron:~g: 

IOn o r. Ih~ WOl'ld '.. Fir"" "CO~ " F'::1 ih.",'s:,,' •• rt .... ~OIt.-a 
J b I \ 

'. L- 1. . I' H t hlo. 
on VI I by 5vtvu-'!".~r M.:t1'> 1 or 11I !.t.:·()" •• '4.. - I . 

uniqu\'l ,·"Hwt.'·~, <JJt~)I" 1htY.::; lon-g '1 .. "'01 .... (Jf (..I.'1' ...... t' v~· 
t'iulJ, V"'~",; (~p\."~et.1 t")J' July 3 l ,8(8 (J( rd h.(.' 5 c..'"~t1 •. "l, .. :J 
Ct"' lti\.1uou'iry siQ<:~ thot tiu·t,.t? ,.:xct!pl 1.,"');\- {)nb y4;<Jf In 

1hl) t' n ;.t 't\f()T.Jdi wL.;(~ -o.~ld th~~ i.n lll\" \o:;.i . 
.! """ . ,., c,<;:: . 

Wt. ,. ... tb;; J:-em,HHt)g, troi03 ...... iU \(?O'Je. the ~. 
SIQ.tioo 1~j') l!rv"1:;m<!l "the dod< .~tr.1ko(~ lM. hour it'Offt 

'lin'l kt Ihl!';'~'~omlt\9 onta ~;:x,n the ~V'f'n i"q t9 "­
'(, (, !\ M.p D • . S. '1.). ,W1 .. ,." ·tsaffic: ,:\cn,""'es. ~ 
\':!Idion .... oru run ·tor) the tegv)mtt)'$Cl~ 
(jnd 'hi' .""\ .. ,,,' 1h;,,·,1t a'n$ \OJiIOI <>it' ~~ 
t>ody J..,,,.i' -:ll,(j ((.Ie~' sepi~i:1.er ira~·"""~ 
A, M . <",d :th1 5,~~, !ft..; Q~ Il~'n~ ~-..;;;.. 

'.' " ·,~'>..~N.m.~ " ... ~,~~ 

... happen in our WH! Virginia hills? 
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to 

... ~r pffij'cts thnt 
t.!:Ult 1~ leCt up (0 the 

:b~ r."lroad will be 
:_ peopl~ in Marion, 

.:u.I . ,..1)0 would like t.o havE' 

t'., ~ I~ ~h ''' ' 1 - j 'I, • .,r I •• p 0'1 ,,,u'N" voIfl ~.,·~'I ' 
Iv" \.\1 , .... Null .... 11. 't '(:' .. . "", llw" f .• " ..... ,.: . 
,f\.J I.,'uh hy !.yl""'1 • ,-,.., . .. 11 ' J! lltll~I'II'. II l' ".' 
'''' '''1,1,'1 ""I."..",y, (I "~I' ,I" '"'" Ivn'l y . lot1f'~ ( I( , ,,,, ... 1f
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1 •• '1II, ..... v .... 'I\'n .I .. 1 t/'\ ).,1'1 1 1 "",'I .) .. .. 1 11(1" illV.····· (.~,, "IH. ' .. ,"\ly 'li lO(.. ' ,,,,,-,I 1'111\' 'u.c':j"li { ('If ~,n(' T/~)I .n 
,t,., f,r . I ..... " rld w ur ,,111 .. 1 I hn.,·'~ 1\1 11, .. , \(1'\1 

_ Wc:r" lh'. r F'-.!""illinq • I r(Jln-~ _ III lea""e the fy.Y" ' ~'ll'IlifJn "''' l.'' '1 hr!"'l~1 I II\~ dot:.k .~tr , J.,.<I! " th4! "~vr {r

ol

" 
nit'll" .n ,h .. , ."ornh' ~:J ur,ftl "j( in the I!v .. •

rt
l
Il

9 (9 /f._ "" •• 
t" 'I r . M ., l). S. T.). When \JuffiC dcn'lol"t<.i-:;., e)'Jn.

1 

' '')(.Iion", oru flirt t:,n th<! rupulUIly 3Chc.dtJlf:d t:ri~ 
'H'HJ ! Jli ... <-'CIv!;.(~" th.;- 1((,;'1\, 10 <"Jel off ~.chcdv:\e. In 
eo'ly' Jo''1C w'Id fr.llc f,cFtternber t rai.m run ot 1\ 
A M. and Ah15 P.M.;othec~l a'l. tTc4ft~4f:11\Ol&' 

.. . ha p pen in our West Vi r gi n ia hilt s'? 
to ~!tnC1 lounsls. But that 
.. Ida', bappen and this paper 

K:-;IP ~dl h.ell freezes over 
:]1 tl:. last spike is taken ~ ,. sold to lhe Old Domin. from there. also watch lor a big to live . Let's take what GO~ ~"b appa renUy has more meeting in the Civic Center or has given us to good scentC ne 

c.m>ptiOn a.ndleadershlp than s(>mewhere soon. At this meet· gatiabilities and turn them 11110 
.. Dommlon. ing we will have experts or: cash. Watch for further word 

! 
CD"Jgh of you West Vir- hand , we'll have lawyers to tell from this paper. 

:-e :ntt"rc5ted in buying I !IOW to org~nize stock compan- However, it is po~sibte for th.e 
make thlS thing possi- les, and we 11 have a treasurer \state to do something. But thiS 

". 5 the ume to say your on hands to take money. paper thinks . the chances. ar~ 
.. nIp Ihls paper now as Let's prove to the world that molecular. ThIS paper Hunks It 

'ha: ulenl you can or will West Virginia doesn't have to is a job lor the people, not Ihe 
','me :0 us until we get a go prowlng around Was hington people who rep re s e n t the 

:nntUtlton to take over fo r commodities lor its people people. 

The Irish Is 0,0 Page 14, B' gora! 
II' , . , 
,:; . 

1 



,~ . - - ------ ·~,.,u .. " ' JUl.\lS the ail ... "".,,' .. 
oUrl~ l s. :lnd lei. 11 be the. fi'rst olive out the bud r r,oad and put It In 
'1'ILl'rc's so mebody that doesn'l of the ~uuriSl jar. Buv Il, bOYi, But Lh ge~i so It cO~ld ,be bought. 
ali I to IlUt the unemployed and let 5 give the people back litll c, OUSC dldn 1 like the 
cop It: of Cass 10 work ru~tnlng a UtUe something," The Gover- the e r~ilrrad, an,d th~y said, no, 
lot iLttlc raUrond, to bUlldlng I nor has been made good rather H Y wou dn 1 ItemIZe It. The 
1(l lnrge tourist camps that of the West-, Virginians by a a ouse aO

h
d the Senate have to 

g,ree or 1 e budget Can't be Sub. 
mllted and the legislature can't 
adjourn until they gel togelh. 
(>1 So tllere was a k.ind of com­
pnse. 

3~ MILES TO THE 

TOP 

Couldn" tom.thlng like ,h i. . . • 

I 
1 

"u:t's put in enough money 
an.d If the Conservallon Com­
miSSion ........ nts to buy it later 
l~en they can buy it." That wa~ 
mce on tbe surface, but it still 
means that there's somebody 1n 
power who doesn't like the little 
raIlroad and that the state will 
never buy it. Or so tl\is paper 
thInks. 

There is somebody who likes 
the little Cass railroad. This 
paper, for instance. But this pap· 
er isn't any judge because this 
paper IS one man's opinion. So 
that can be discounted . But 
there are others who like the 
liltle railroad and that Is just 
about everybody In West Virgin· 
ia C'xcept the strong man on the 
budget of the state. Why the~ 
don't like it. nobody knows. On! 
of lhe big men says it will takt 
too much money and he talke_ 
about toilets on top of the hil 
i!nd about other things . Thi 
,paper said back to him. get th 
railroad first and then talk : 
bout those things. Be sensibll 
But the man got ruffled and tt 
paper got ruffled and nobo( 
got anywheTe. 

Now this paper predicts th 
if the thing is left up to 11 
!:it ate. that the railroad will 
sold to those people in Mari(l 
'Virginia , who would like to ha 
it to attract tourists. But til 
shouldn't happen and this pap 
will scrap till hell freezes ov 
or until the last spike is tak 
up and sold to the Old Dam 
ion. which apparently has rot 
gumption and leadership t~ 
the ?\ew Dominion. 

If enough of you 
ginians :Ire interested in 
stock to make this thmg 
ble. 1I0W is the time to sny 
piece Write this paper 
to wh:Jt extent you can or 
go, Write to us until we 
good organi1':3.t1on to ta,ke 

s Salute to The Irish 



(o..,lete Text of . Russell Ballm's (ass Railroad Plea 
.. rt ICId~ " II) $U", 

,. et 'M .!,Me! 01 WUI 
~. ,._ op(ntmr I 

., 1ft "'~('r Lum~ Co In 
~ .. .". \ -..xIll1& 11 In operating 
..... e! r..ar~n.J 2nd lumtK-rm,­

'" Uw ~A!Un Ityl!--for the bene­
t.! '" Ibt people of the f late and as a 
.... jor ~ I ltranton And rurlhoc, to 

IUC lb IGUrul attnctlon would 
,., ItS ~ .'Y (rom its own revenue. 

fUlitoads. and exp(!clally logging 
n atvadl. bue for the past 15 years 
bfto. my pnrnlf) hobby Through busi· 
...... the md.l tAt)' service. and vacations, 
I hu e tlrveled and s~n most of the 
Ulll!rdUll, nllroads in 49 of our 50 
atLa. Canada, and ~Iexico (rom the 
C«Ik-in~ and Zocateu to the White Pass 
Clod Yukon In rIding over the Mower 
n.!lt'Dad last October It occurred to me 
tlu1 few fblilroad and none of the opera· 
tint lOUrisl uiltoads ca me close to 
nutdHng the Mower in spectacular 
K'l!Mry. fu rther the most scenic part of 
I .~ hne IS WithIn 6 miles of Casso 

It was because of t his ride that 
t~ t!'.oughl kept mulling over in my 
m:i'Id that this definitely would be the 
[me to preserve as an operating log· ! 
~na: rail road \0 be promoted as a 
10UrI'd aUraction. It would be a natural 
for Ihe Iitile tn include it il) ils Park 
Sy.u:m This", hole concept of a railroad 
park Is not nc", In 1fJ47 the Edarville 
JlIt. was bOrn 10 Cape Cod Di~lrict of 
Mas.. wllh .Ix mile of track around 
a Cranberry nog. Today It is the most 
hlCttU"'ul of the lourlsts ope rat ions. T,he 
pZQtngen each year arc In the hun· 
dled. of thou&and.l, 

Another lourist railroad is the 
'l\l-tetde It Blowing Rock, N. C .. near 
the Smtkf~ but In • remote .ectlon of 

N C . I 10'11_ told 1/ •• 1 I .... t year Ihey 

is the Sll",el1on Une runnlna (rom Our· 
Inja to Silverton, Colorado. They Ire 
booked 'up In l!fwnce for lIckeb and a 
ride o\'er 'thei r 4S miles of tnck requires 
a fo ur day walt on the average. Today 
Durange \5 a !)coming tourist center. 
Hotel rates shot from $2.50 eight years 
ago to 57.00 today for a single, and the 
u.lusual plirt \s t ilat Durange is 450 miles 
from the ni!arest city of over 5.000 
population and has to compete with such 
aHr .. ctions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky 
Mountain Natior,~l Park, and Yenow· 
!Ione for the long distance tourists. 

Anolher is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex· 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera· 
ilng Vice President, e~ts to add to 
the line next year. . 

Although It.ese other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
sr.ly one basic attraction, that is a rail· 
road lVith an O{ler.lting antiqu.e s team 
engine hauling poeple for 'an average o! 
five miles over the track. The Mow.?r 
L' rmber Co. Rai!road has far more t.) 
offer. 

To slart with. it would he lh e 
operation of a real railroad-most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian 'type person, there· 
fore lack illteres~ . 

The Mower does not merel y go 
around in a circ.le or o\'C'r an ulHn tr r· 
e" m;! stretch of land . The other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhe.re 
near mat('hi", its scenuy. You would 
have the added Interest of lumbering­
tUTn of the century style--and lumbering 
In itself has 3 treat appeal to many peo­
ple. Today in the United States the only 
r!lilro:ld lo::glng by the old met'hod Of 
r"i/ lo Ingglng polnl :lnd skidder car 

tentlal to 5Crve as a IOu rial atlras:U9n . 
The engines lhernseh'6 are · ",liry 

unique in the annii!15 of Railroading, Tnty 
art Shay geared steam engines complel" 
wit h a real 1890 dimond stack. Ther~ 
are two switchbacks on the line. And t 
know of only two othe~ left in th~ 

U. S. 

There is an added atlraction o! 1 

mammoth cave \Inly about SO yards (rom 
the suggested termination of the line on 
the hill. This cave has received innum­
erable write·uos. in certain mag31.ines. 
A cave in itself would auract nume.rOUl 
tourists. lind th~ combination would 
make a very strong tourist attraction. 

Then 'at Greenbank. nve miles 
away is a large observatory that would 
he\p attract st ill more people. 

The Mower ope[J.tion would r i!o 
quire Ihe operation of only five .~nil; S 

of t~lck and the purchase of six miie~. 
This would take the line through its 
finest scenery, and five miles is the ide3\ 
length for this sort of thing. 

Because the maj9r investn\ent is 
there. the cost would not be large ~nd 
no more than scrap value {or rail and 
engmes. 

To summarize-none of the oth '! r 
railroads se rve any other purpose th:m 
to memorialize ~ leam railroads, and nO:ie 
ha\'c cptraling geared engines or In­
teres: ing scenery. With the Mower you 
heve in addition the 13rge int('re~1 i:\ 
Icggi ng-'the chr;r.ce to show old tl~l\) 
logging rai!roadjilg at its best-and J 

la rge undeveloped ca~-e. 
However :.his is the last oPpOl·tuni­

ty to do somethtng about iL Unless It 
is slopped, the sal\'age company wan:, 
the tracks ripped up by lime win:,· ,. 
.sets in. Building a new railroad "",J:..I:J 

be prohibiti'!e. C o. u 
The hl"hway~ for tin\u\n1. .. _ AC.o. .... _ ~ t.d 
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-
Complete Text 

, urpose here today Is to s ug-
"cst 111~ Yr!Sl billlY of Ihe sta'le Oft . 'gVe5~ 
• hasing am:! OPC1l3 m 
VIrginia 's pure L mbar Co in, 

I f th e Mower U . 
~cgrnen\Ve~l Virginia as an ope~3ling 

ass, of r.1Hroading and lumbenng-
museum r the bene 
(Urll of t.he century style- or -
riI of the people of the !-tate a nd as a 
m3jor tourist attraction. A nd further, to 
show Ihat this tourist attraction would 

r om its own revenue. 
PIlY rt S own way r . 

Hail roads . .:wd expcci'ally loggmg 
failroMis. have for the past 15 year,s 
been my prima ry hobby. Through ~USI' 
ness, the military service. and vacatIons, 

I I have tarve'led and seen m ost of the 
interest ing railroads in 49 of our 50 

f st a'les. Canada. and Mexico from to he 
Cookuila and Zocateas to the White Pass 
and Yukon. In ridi ng over the Mower 
NliJroad last October it occul'r~d to me 
that few Railro'ad and none of the opera· 
ling tourist railroads c-ame close to 
matching the Mower in spectacular 
scenery. Further the most scenic part of 
l!1e line is within 6 miles of Cass. 

It was because of this ride t hat 
the thought kept mulli ng over in my 
mind that this definitely would be t he I 
hne to preserve as an operating log· 
gmg railroad to be prornot-ed as a 
tourist attraction. It would be a natural 
ror the state to include it il) its Park 
System Th:s whole concept of a r·ailroad 
flilrk IS not new , In 1947 the Edarville 
R.n. was born m Cape Cod Distr ict of 
MJ;S~. with sue mile oC track around 
• Cranberry 80g. Today it is the most 
IIICftMful of the tourists operations, T.he 
....... Nc:h yeu are in the hun· _oe _ .. "do. 
~ lourbt rallrOild ls 'he 

_"' ....... _. _'''' _. N. C .... _ 
""~~'I In a remote section or 

Ii I WiI' told that 13st yea r they 
m.de '150.000 net proirt. This y ... r lhey 
.. r,. _ddln, 130,000 In l uperfluous addl­
I ' 11th Ih, purehau or II railroad 
JoromMl't" frnm the WhJte Pu :and 
,. on in AI~ ;i Th ... y hayti. flvto milo 

• oc tt .. .\ nvth.r Wood u~mple 

of .Russell Baum's (ass 
Is the Silverton Line running from Our. 
a~ga lo Sllve.rton, Colorado. They are 

Rai\roac 
tenllal to ser 

. bqoked '.up in .l~Vllnce for tleke~ and a 
ride over their 45 miles' o[ kack requires 
a fou r day wait on the average. Today 
Durange 15 a hooming tourist center. 
HOlel rates shot from 12.50 eight years 
ago to $7.00 today for a si ngle, and the 
u.lUsual pll.rt is t,;\at Durange is 450 mIles 
from the nea rest city of over 5,000 
population and has to compete with such 
altr.:;.ctions as the Grand Canyon, Rocky 
i'l'iour.t a lO Natior,;-.t Park, and Yello\\' . 
£tone for the long distance touri sts. 

The e 
unIque In the 
ale Shay gUt 

with a real 
are two swill 
know of on 
U. s. 

Another is the East Broad Top in 
Penna. It started this August with a 
five mile trip through some pleasant 
farm land. It is presently bettering ex. 
pectations and Mr. Wilburn, the opera­
itng Vice Pres ident, ell.-1>ects to add to 
the line next year , . 

Alt.hough these other railroads are 
operating quite successfully, they have 
anly one basic attraction, that is a rail· 
road with an operating antique steam 
engine ha uli ng poe pIe for 'an average 0: 
five miles ove r the track. The Mower 
r.llmbe r Co. Rai!road has far more t.) 

offer. 

To start with, it would be the 
operation of a real railroad-most of the 
tourist lines are built for the occasion 
and for the historian 1:ype person, lhere· 
fore lack interest . 

The Mower does not merely go 
around in a ci rc.le or o\'(-r an Uillm er· 
e o' 'm,:! str€ tch of land . T he other lines 
operating in the East can come nowhere 
near matchin& its scenery. You would 
have the added interest of lumbering­
turn ot tbe century s tyle--and lumbering 
in Itaelf has II .rre1lC appeal to maay ~ 
pie. Today In the Umted sea,.. u.. only 
r"al1ro3d losgln by ·Ute oM mutw4 a" 

rail to logging point and skidder elf 
nnd cable Is the Mower Lumber Co. U 
travels the hi.gh(>st point East of the: 
MI !llsslppl River of !J.'U' railroad. It 
hu the be t scenl'ry East oC thh Rockie:~, 
and Is the onl)' pentti nal Railroad EllS! 
uC",hij h!rr.:i th t wou ld h1n~ the ?'>' 

( 

There. 
rnammo~h c. 
the su~geslll! 
the hill. T\1 
crable wr\1 
A cave In 
tourists, C! 

make a \' 
The 

away is a 
help attn 

Th 
quire Ihl 

of track 
This WOI 

finest SCE 

length (. 

BI 
there, tl 
no mon 
engines. 

railroa~ 
to nlem 
h3\'C c ' 
t~r~s:ilH! 

h1l\·e in: 
Icg.~i ng 

logging 
large u 

H 
'7 10 do 

i.s sI 
.IN .... 

.-t5 ,& 
be pronioiti 

The 
from 
good 
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of . Russell Baum's (ass Railroad Plea 
h Sll \f~rlon Lino ru n ni ng rl'OIll Our­I_ I II • 

~ ... 1.1 SJ! ,-crton, C()lot"ndo. Thoy .tire 
IMClked up ItI ati\'nnce . ror tlcke~ tln~ n 

, O\'r r cht-'Ir 45 IIIlles or 1.'lIck r€KIUlreS 
"U~ . 
.. (our d.ty "nit on the average. ] 'odIlY 
o"ungt' I", ~ DOOming iouri.SL center. 
1I()1('1 r.ltt:. hot rrom $2.50 e ight yea rs 

to Si.OO loony (01' II s ing le. nnd the 
Du .,u,;u.,' p .. ri Is I.UlI Durnnge Is 450 mil es 

Ih'-' nt-aresl city of over 5,000 
;'.pul.lI,on :and has to compete w it h suc h 

3::- I Iii' Grand Ca nyon. Rocky 
'-" .. liOIl:.1 P.:lrk. and Yell o \\'· 

{()r the I ng dls tnn ce to urists. 
Another 1.$ the East Broad Top in 

It arled this August with a 
mile tl"lP th rough some pleasant 
bod. It is presently bettering ex­

~W'orlS and Mr. Wilburn , the opera­
\"ICO&! P resident. expects to add to 
~ne next ~ .. ear. 

• -\ :hough these other railroads are 
~:""mg quite suC'Cessfully, they have 

attraction, that is a rail· 
IU h an .er.lting antiqu.e steam 

bluhng poe pIe for an average of 
o\!r the t rack. The Mower 

{" R.u!nad has far more t J 

r..rt \qt.h. it would be the 

f J real raUroad-most of the 
are built (or the occasion 

.. 'be h.lo!onan type person. lhere­

• t 
T'bc- does not merely go 

lenlia l to serve as a tourist alt.raclion 
The C!nglnes themselves are ' \'er~ 

un ique in the ann Il ls of Ra ilroading. They 
il l e Sha y gea red steam engines comp\el" 
wilh a real J890 dlmond s tack. There 
are two switchbacks on the line. And r 
know of only two olhers left in the 
U. S. 

There is an added attraction of l. 

mammOI.h cave only abOUl 50 ya.rds f rom 
the sugges ted terminatio n of the line on 
lh e hill. This cave has receiv.ed innum­
erable write-LIDs. in ce rtain magazines 
A cave in itself would aUraet nume.r0u3 
tour1sts, <:nd lh ~ c ombina tion would: 
make a very strong tourist attraction , 

Then • at Greenbank, five mHes 
aw ay is a large observatory that would 
help attract still more people. 

The Mowe r opeI:,ation would .: re­
q uire the opera1 ion of only five lRil~:i 
of track and the purchase of six mile5 . 
This would take the line through Hs 
finest scenery, and f.i ve miles is the ide a t 

length for t.his so rt of thing. 
Because tne major investment is 

there, the cos t would not be large ~nd 
no more than scrap value for rail ana 

engines. 

To summarize-none of ·the oth;~ r 

ra ilroads serve any other purpose th:m 
to m e morialize steam railroads, and n O:1e 

hJ\'c cpualing geared engines or in· 
te-res:ing scenery. With the Mower y DU 

hllve In addition the la rge interest i:l 
I cg:~i n<1--'the ch~nce to show old tl:'_l~ 
IOggin~ railroading at its best-and J 

large undeveloped ca\-"e. 
Howeve r t his is the last oppoc!uni. 

ty to do .omethlllg .bout iL unless it 
I. . topped the •• Iva ll. company INn:. 

. d by time m n: .. ·r 
,he , ... clc. rippe up d ul.J 
.. ,_ 1ft. Bulldln. a new ra11roa wo 

be Prohibitive , 
l ' If ( C' l The high ayi ror en enr. ;:, ~ 

fronl F;a\l. North, l\nd South ,nr\! \":,:'Y 
~?<Xl m.klng II readily .""e$Slble. 

Tr.lnf.n S. um, • P.nntyl", ni.l 
.l _ L ' -ech bafe b ,rMt,um.n. m.v. tni' 'l"-

m. Ho" •• of 0.1", .. ,". Oct.~. _ ...l 
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To Buy or Not To Buy a Mountain Railroad 
n it ... ,,,, n .Ut" ", .. ... ",S 0' OOOOlYrLt. "AICI" A RIDI! BIiHIND A SMOKE.BELCHING lOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND. 

,0('<0, ... ro ,,.r H#.$llll.lty 0 ' TI-III STATE'S BUYI NG THE RAILROAD AS BAIT FOR TOURISTS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 

• 
0- ..... ~ II ~"., I 

.. ~NtJ _u, 
~"'.,:!l.blf 

.,..,.. ..... !M tly, -- • 

J",I <"'Onnonlt>ltlng 111111" ltt"h"r' / llon ,\nd rhere ;re olh,ers'dD~k 
~ ... b IlpOn • herd of young Sowmln. whom r kno" an. r 
jw,!"r. In ~ tlfld. " ho "nsp~rll' ~'ran k c.:. rr end3r or .. t~r~e~·r~:l 
.," ',\ ~,. hun no mind ~l ~rr Bank obsen 'alor:_ be>d . but ifui Oil I"rll rhl! hnTd·!o· PhillIp N"weW·. some y uys 
·~llIonochal.nteor rhe gcnder.,; nd r shake hands wllh 3

h
SlIb,. , I scriber wllom 1 hal'e ear 

Th" rlr<1 mill I mM! 31 luch about buL had ne,'cr *"'- *r , ...: :tQ , •• :ell lIlII Spcorry's EI f>o<"o. the ~_ n 
U ... Itt -.,. tn>r enCKI,rh point~ p!~e In Marlinton, 

.-n~:. lit.. l!oout ulf .lIT 1\001111 himself who is 
fa. . _nU-1ll tlU- .t~ndmi in rron t or the place 
:a ...... ,..,...r l!u: .-;as ~d wundcrlng wh~' It Isn't 

MIl! "'.~ me ~nd (.pt'n He 1~1I~ me where Sena. =- r.,:-" 1_ tDa,"~~I,,'n. 10) lor Car! G~iner is In lhe motel. 
--':IuU ta.r r.II _1111 from I go Ihere and ancr a while 
t ... ~ '0 , ... ,"-'''~~. Sen.ator An~h lIeed comes in 
~ ~I!m""""ry" .anoci- Ind \\"e ~1J go to breakrast. the 

~.:. .u , 1t'\IIJ' ~nllUl flJiJ· plJce no\\" being open and bust­
_ .-uta J ttl: \QS I f)" Ung. ; \ 1 one booth are Mr. and I' 

>-.ktt- , prtm.nure ,nYc MI"lI Koontz and at . anOther 
.-. . ,.". .... 1Z:,f dpnf' in Ihe ;5 DelegJle J , C. Crulk~hanks. 

..... .t ]1II1II1 JIIcn.., CaM III <;JK'aker Pauley comes JIl. 

'«J:~ ("lIIII lIn' "oil dnne 1=,. It.:;,.t uti Lv"moHve. 
... " k.!:lf ao;<I (~r ten" I had 
! >r'.~·d, and oome ... ·I1,1 Bill 

Ike and T ne. 

enough r learned 
Ne,,'eU, Presbyter· 

at Greenhank ..... tlen 
10 New York lhal time 
• Ihe Big Ci ty for it ! 
and depressed aT('aS ot 
following the dressing· 

that the Saturday Eve· 
Post gave West Virginia. 

of the S!K;ial workers there 
nle about Greenban3,'s 
Newell. And others tlad 

me about him, how he is 
I as the HOlroddlng Clr­
ider in a Jaguar. He was 
and so was his Jaguar. 

so were his wife and chilo 
'""'~ • . ~" lilt clllimeer J ~ tra nger. a lellow by 
~n .... br.I .. 1lI • b, t of name or Gambill. who is a 

'tono .ur.-"'""erllll;" tholt IJwyer, and \\"ho stops 
~ UW depre.bt.on 10 a place when passing 

tut.clJ%:..: IInl.1 J !f(';!01oJlIon of Ihol l pD rl or WeSI 
Z",f:lfa:~n (ellld Jo,.,:c .nto the 'Tell him that 
r.t:1o! :11'" ~ Prvel"\'IIIC IIlIJ ves. Bill and Gambl!! 

1
_. _ ... I have never met a more 
delightful family. 

I~ 01 rtlYm (or a po,ssblle what he had been ' ~" "'o """, 
'Q",uut UlnctlOIl. i!omethlng about how President 

,. 
We SCI! loads of steel along 

rhe t rack and [ am jolled Inlo 
rhe though!lI" of how Ihi.!! train I I talll: wltn Tom £.OlI:a. 
~nd its track will be like eer- i: charming and devoted. 
lain of the nali" es of Guam --, ... _- L _ •• • L •• _ ,,, -

whom the .Japanese s lew. 'r l 
the Japs, made each man 
his grave and get down on 
knees at the edge of it, so 
when the big knife came down 
he could be kicked In after 
his severed head. It 's like tbis 
for the kind old steam loco. 
motive we are riding. It Willi '" 6"'U~' 
pull lip its trac k. and hayl it to dous and n .. r II 

the bottom of the hill and mating tourism 
when the job is done it too _._.- . . 
will go for strap. Unless, of 
course. the State orders a 
stay of execution. 

Train With Smoke 
' '''''', VI cvur5C, owns lne Ota 

We pass a road and the Pearl Sydcnstricker Buck home 
whistle tOOlS a warning. A ca r at Hillsboro. Pearl 'Buck. comes 
stops and disgorges its passen· often to visit \.. -
gers because a train with smoke in this way has 

Eisenhower evades 1.- • 
Me-I I" ,\U.l in t"" I renting his Gettysburg -_ .. ' . '-. I 

George Allen and Clint Murchl_\! 
;;e 41, /)(, 1000kmg Into tile son or somebody. None of it ii 

l!'~L~r ... .:.IlllflJ.a), u Cau clear to mo. or even interesting 
~~~ ~ "I, I"nltd tly I.eCbJ!oJUve but the fellow gets to talkin~ 
A.ad,,,,,, C:Jr~lke H K"IJnu 10 800ut how big shots play up te 

is something to see. !'- lilUe thing of a member of the 
f irl waves and I ·remlnd my· Edgar family and they love 
sel( to read some of good old her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
Tom WoHe and I promise.my- "She Is lhe most graCious 
self [ will. Upward we go and w.oman I ever kllew", she told 
it gets colder and I hear me. "She is kind and consider. 
Cruickshanks say that "Poor ate and devoid of all pretence. 
old Comstock is going to freeze Yo~ would think she would 

. . . to death" and I look about me have the right to 'put on' just 
~,lrthplace) III land see that all ~he rest hall.e a little, but she doesn 't. And 

Many WQrldS . Tom Edgar 1ntelligently antIcipated thiS she has no use for people 

~ .tI p!~ pollt' I)f autmble the President and he starts Iv¥ .... ~~ ." ... 
•. .u ."V.Qn al nine o·etock. talkin, about this feUow who offI cer and 
I '-n il.kb",OGd tar]), 110 Itilt I lellinvlted to t he White House in Germany :-w ,,~ flow], (JVtr Kennl· i and hDW _ he works the deals I ror 1 ft attaek 

17 mounU/n aM "Mortl lit e ' Ih~ t keeps hIm on ttl !.! Invite through lhe 
,llIlum" '",,,uly lor which till, !II~I OUt Involved 01 book ~Ild 
n~tI I. I~"'OIJ' Thtlrr ~ rc ' I J ' , 

dr!~tI /II(,rtl lit 1(1 't.' a 61(>,-y. 1 Ill /Ilk, WOrthy of 
I" "II I U In 1,,1: 111e prll115, 

," 'Jr , ~IJIIJMIt', hut 1 hlv/l 
nnff ~ " M 'h~m 1/,<, day wa.. At a dinner El3enhower sJloke 
h~.:'IJ)' r/ttl! .. l(j '4,!.,II!'. r 3ml 01 " poem Hmt he hadn't read 
l~mPt"ulu", AI 7 .. ~S I ~1;trt ""d In year" but would give D rarm 
down 1t,~ "'X'allQntu 'Idt (lr . 
J(ennw>II .nd Itopp~d heft ..... , . 

kind of weather and a're dress· who pretend to be something 
ed in, fitting garb. And Dick that they aren't". 
Bowman has evidently antici-
pated my dumbness and hn Chu.c:t.,. of P .. ,I Buck .... 
brought along an exIra parka· 
like thing which he gives me I hid heard thet Tom toot: 
and which shrouds me Ute a oIfeDH .t P..n ...... ". 
mummy's bandage and I never (eJTbIJ to hEal If .,..., ~ 

it. IO good, In her book. "Nothbig tG It 
'J ohn Killoran comes up to all. Tom knows what sh.e m~an:. 

and I say "Fill me in He knows what happene 0 
. fills me U; him. He isn't a ~aby . As a 

one of the matter of fact he IS all man. 
·,,·lroad, Railro'd grades He understands more Ihan peo-
'. h· k d he bears ftl) told in percentages. A rise pIe I m a~ is fetty 

one inch per hundred feet grudges. 1 Ihmk he p 
one percent. fo r 
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To Buy or N~t To Buy i1 
CERTAIN WE ST VIRGINIANS OF GOODWILL TAKE A RIDE BEHI~D A SMOKE 

TO LOOK INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF THE STAcTE'S BUYING THE RAILROAC 

nt, h"rOmNrr of nging I but conce n1rating quite lecher· Ilion . And there a 
l hlllk "a pro lcnsily 10 n ocintc ously upon a herd of young Bowman, whom I 

r ntl'mror~lry Jct with a half- heife rs in a fie ld, who exaspera- Frank Callendar 
r 'm mhrr,'o 'une or Ihe ha!f' l l ingIY pay him no mind at all Bank observalol 
f r~ tten \\'flrds of nil old song. but g raze on with the hard-to- Phill ip Newell", 
l..J:, Sa urda\' here ke pt co m- ge t l1onochalance of the gend er . and l shake hat 
lnb to my !lund's e3 r bils of an The first man I meet at scriber whom 

.d hymn Ihat I used [0 liste n I Bill Sperry's EI Poco. the ap. much about I 
t bu \\'a~ nc,'e r brave enou~h pointed pla'ce - in Ma'rlinton , is met. 

par IClpale Ill . abo ut ltfe ij',1r. Koontz himself who is Strangely en 
bt-m I'ke J " mountain rail· standing in front of the place about Rev. ' . 
cOJ.d "~i h 3n enginee r that was an d wondering why it isn't ian pastor at ( 
b-,,"e" and ad mon ished n~e and i 0pel1 . He te lls me where Sena· I went to Ne'\I 

r . oC h" rOIl~regatlOn to to r Carl Gainer is in the motel. to check lhe 
, " he run 'licce sr ~,1 f rom II go the re and after a while poverty and d 

~ cfad:e 10 he g rave. Senator Arch Reed comes m people foUow 
11:t' . con .. mporary" associ· I and we all go to breakfast, t he down that}I 

as a r '31 , Iotlnlain Rail. pl ace now bemg open and bust· mng Post oa 
o. .\ Illch I Celt was a p· li ng. At one booth are Mr. and One of the sc 
hln a prom, tire g rave ~!r . Koo ntz and at . . ano h~r ol~ ~e . al 

rk b'ln tlon in he i Delega te J . C. Cru lkshanks. Ret. :\e\\ell 
, I a! w Ca~· III . peaker Pauley comes 11\. told me abo 

II don known as \1 
locomol"·... Ike and T axe s cuit Rider iI 

al' I had here and ! 
om .\ hal Rill .\ nd so wer 

he dl"t'n I ha' 
I. '« d I;h hI I 
Ill" \ d h< 
u.::h 

, 'lr 'm\ 

It \';'t.: 

lrom 
"h Ii m 
d ·rlb.!~ 
Illlh!>.>r 
" My .1 n 

tt bli 



·'IT1.1k(' III(' r UIl 1I(,1 ' 1' ~ "( 111 from t - t;O there and arlO': 'a "';hil'~ L .... I.; IH!CK In.-
Ott' ('radll' III lil(.' ~rnVt'''. ~ R poverty and , ('nnlo r Arch ced Co mes i n peoptc foHo 

The "cOI1H'II1IHH'tlry" Mio;oci · n l1 d we al l go to breakfast. th e down that. 
"l l(1n Wll." .1 r t'nl 1\10111110111 Rail · " Inee now bei ng open and hu st - ning Post ~ 
rn d , IHI(' \\ hu' h t fr lt wns tip- ling . At. one boot.h arc Mr. and One ot the 
Jlro;1111111 ~t .1 Jl""I11:1llJr(' g r flve M,'s . I(oontz . and at another to ' d n'1 e 
• :1' \\' 0 1 k h ,ql1 ~ 11011(' !n 111 0 l~ DplC!gale .II C . Cruikshanks. Rev . Newe 
\\1).,11, o ( (, lh'JII [11,(1\-1' (,M." In S pra ker Paul l!y comes in. told me abt 
]',\"nhnnl ;' , \ 'oUIlIV wn s dono known as t 
• .!hf II II"H'~ ;lJHI Inr UII1 otIV(' , I k e and Ta xes cuit Ride r 1 
\\ B. IWIIW' .. ul d (or S{' l'ilp . I hod there and 
t(lrlulI.l1l'h', nnd stl ll1C' w ll ;j l 13ill Sperry introduces me to A nd so we 
mlr,l('tlItHI ~ h', h~l\1l lhr enginee r a s t ra nge r , a fellow by the dren, I ha, 
th.lt \\ .1' !JI'lnl\ in fl hit. or name of Gambill, who is a tax delightful 
'fP I.liI.111\'I' 1ll,lflCtlvC'ri ng th at I lawyer, and who stops at Bill 's And the 
brou~hl Ih,' drpl'cdntlon to a place when passi ng through 
,'I.,nd,11i1 !lnlil a ciclcaalion of that part of. West Virginia. ot the st. 

h , II h' h t ' instance. 
1< '1,lalor, <'''!l Id look into the ' Te . 1m t a story ', says 
m;lI~r of pl'escl'l"Ing thi s ves, Bi ll and Gamb ill haltingly tells i~~u~e ' ~~ 
I j«' of stea m fo r a poss bile what he had been telling. Bill, " half m, 
I,'uns! attraction, £O methmg about how PreSident descr ibe 

Meet In Marlin ton 

Tre day of looki ng into t he 
a!ter was Saturday at Cass 

and I \l ao In"ited by Legislative 
.\uo:iltt)r Clarence H. Koo ntz to 
b~ 3 !Ie pOi nt of assemble 
~t ~I a'hnlon at nine o'clock. 
I left Ric\", ood ea rl y so that I 

aid drive slowly over Kenni, 
u n m ounl :)!n and a bsorb the 
.. tumn ~'']llIy {o r w h ich thi 
drf, J ( ';UJlou-.; There :l re 
d,~ moe .. b""U llful in Ihe 
" t d I uppo ", but I hnve 

n Ih'm TIlt' day was 
r I s to "" 3 her nnn 

\1 7 ,';5 1 5 art~d 
bDl. I .d' of 
I'" d h. r, ,nd 

I • I' III 

Eisenhower evades taxes by Hillsboro 
'renting his Gettysburg rarm to "M M 
George Allen and Clint Murchi, y a 
son or somebody, None of it is left h iS 
cl ea r to me, or even interesting, legs, m 
bu t th e fellow gets to taiking I ~ory t 
about how big shots play up to mfre or 
the President and he starts SU . Ice 
talking about this rellow who officer 
gets invited to the White House U1 Ge 
and how he works the deals for an at 
thal keeps rum on the invite th!,-Ough 
lis t. One involved a book. and l:gs oft 
is a story, I think , worthy of " es, thE 
the pr ints, cause tb 

At a dinner Ei enhower spoke 
of a poe m that he hadn' read 
III year, but would gh'c 3 [arm 

,or m.:be a go\( course -
In G~or iiI for if 3m'bodY could 
, 'ate it. lit.' aId lh~ p 'm \\. ' 

bOil • hoy on Ih. (un, \I ho 
Ital <I It, and .,'" up 10 
b'n, II \I 

plan- , 
neclion 
dr ' n~r I 

i .10 a 
he b3 

\$ nd 

,\ nd 

110m 
ub&cri 

P'ruler 

TIw 



Opp (1 n r IIlIU 110 at it. H said the poem was - - -
look at it II. abol! 0 boy on th rarm , who 

,apM wO rl.lng I'nled it, and th n grew up 10 
tin h., lr winllS b om 0 w ollhy man , but 
(th hili Ind Ih' un W S n w h wan d d spera ely to 
mm lhr u h II' n,: ('nou h, $I t btl k to th simple ways 

and. atl) 'n II h. t IIIrn lh allnl n, "Th PI' sid nl could 
d~ . r 111~)' 'Ihe ryst. I quot but wo lin 5 from the 

f ". Inl quln po m, That's all he knew, 
I'P or Ih l that , 
n Ih' right nd This f, liow who w,as ~ry1Og to 

nd r ng ,nd I k Elscnhower dld,n t say a 
r h' I \' not to word , oon as the dinner was 

III u;d ~ion , of OV 1' , he g~l. to a phone a~d 
nd r n of till &tart d calling book stores 10 

nd er(!~t d with. w York He recited the 
I;~l ,' or b pnnglcd quotation to ,each of them and 

n in 10 an au. off red a ridiculous pnce to 
• I It h What a lhe man who could find it 

ond'rland hi all first. One was found after a 
< • h' au umn hort time and the man char· 

Won 

And 1 
lv-man, a 
(spellin.g, 
versity of 
ra il!an , 1 I 

who is rUll 
Attorney, 
subscriber. 
Frazie r of 

The tra' 
the moun 
legislators 
wish to tal 
or what II 
can be t~ 
crass to sp 
for a rid~ m e HI lered a private plane to fly 

" "nnltsl>n the book to Washington and or persom 
and an 01 

pJr3dc' and "',ithin a short time after the log car fo 
he c:ounlour d inner was able to say to the go open.ai 

hill 0 the Pre ide nt, "Oh, by the w ay. I I of e jo 
• whorc he ju happen to have WI h me 

an the book that has that poem in From 11 
I that you wanted .. ," ! is 'l'wart 

\"e are ~ 

l illul 



Mountain Kallroad 
,IElCHING LOCOMOTIVE, THE LAST OF ITS KIND, 

,115 IAIT FOR TOU RI STS, WHO HAVE FOND MEMORIES OF STEAM. 

w~,~ I ads of tocl along 
'h' Ir.·k lid I m joll d Into 
Ih., Ihou h . or how th is lrnin 
• Id I' rack II III b like cer· 
1~1I1 of Ih~ n Ilv S of Guam 
,horn Ih~ J pano cl IO. They, 

lh J p', mode a h man dig 
and g I down on his 

n. '. th dg of iI, so that 
n the big knife came down 
could b kicked in after 

" red head , It 's Like this 
f r h klOd old steam loco· 

lIe we nre riding. It will 
U up I rack and haul it to 

bonom of the hill and 
o h job i done it too 

1..,i11 fO for c rap, nle s, of 
h llIte orders a 

o! e ceu ion. 

the 
car 

ferent shades of blue in each 
receding peak , 

I tatk with Tom Edgar's wife, 
~ charmmg and devoted wife. [ 
ask her how he will negotiate 
lhe problems of lhe legislature 
if he is e lected, She tells me 
lhat there 'have been many 
proiYlems but aU have been 
solved and taken care of, arid 
this one will. Mrs, Edgar is a 
learned and well-read woman 
and her knowledge of tbings 
in general is rat her tremen­
dous and he r interest in pro­
moting tourism for West Vir­
gi nia in general and her own 
Pocahontas , in particular is al­
most a passion with her. And 
PerS'1 Buck is indeed a pas­
sion. 

Her falher-in-Iaw, T om's Ca­
lher, of cou rse, ow n the old 
Pearl ydenstricke r Buck home 
nt Hill boro. Pearl 'Buck ern' 
oCt n to \1\ it th place and 
10 th l way h !>ceom om 
hto o[ a m m \h 

Edg r r mlly nd 
" r Or . 1 " T m 
'" I th m 

III II I 
.' 'h 

•• 



\\ l ' u~jma 
" 1/;('r I,,('rf" 
r,.rr~nhlr . 

- d Ib," hid 
!",m. hn 11('" J 

Idlnll (' r 

p,!:""r If ". J u r 
.nd ',II 

ani 

('{)U r~f.~, I flc Stnl 
Sl ilY of {I)"N' utIOIl. 

orders a 

Tuin With Smoke 

\\f t• pn "~ n rand nnd lh e 
"hj .. l1~ tool . ~ wnl' nlng. A cur 
t"ro;; "'1(1 tll~J.tn l \Et ('s Its passon· 

I. bl't.'nll',,(' fI Ir'nln with s m oke 
"''''lhlnS! 10 S . 1\ Iitll 

rI \I.'\(" • n(1 I ,. mind my· 
r In rt'.01 "II), of good old 

T.'", \1',,1 ft· nnd I prom Is . my· 
If I \\ III pwo"d we go and 

11 • I' fultier nd T hear 
nol k. h. nk. ,y thn t "Poor 
Id 'om I k Is goi ng to freeze 

d('3Ih" and I look about me 
nd' Ih t 011 the rest 'have 
nldb f nlly onlicipated this 

nd or \\ nth r and are dress· 
In rll Ing ga rb. And Dick 

\\ m n h \'idenUy antici-
'n! my dumb ness and has 
u h long an extra parka-

1 ' thing .... hich he gives me 
a d .... hich shrouds me like a 
mumm\" bandage and I never 

r n com s up to 
y. "Flll me in , 

John !Ills me in 
• TIll I on of the 

R Ur d grade 
IT n ig. r l 

r hundred r I 
ror Ins 

d r 

most u passion with her. And 
"cral). Buck I.s indeed a pas­
slo n. 

Ifer father~n-taw, Tom's (a. 
l hor, of co ursc, owns th e old 
Pellrl Sydenstri cker Buck home 
at Hillsboro. Pearl "Buck comes 
often to visit the place and 
In this way has become some· 
thing of a memher of the 
Edgar family and they love 
her. Or Mrs. Tom Edgar does. 
"She is the most gracious 
wo man 1 eve r knew" , she told , 
me. "She is kind and consider· 
ate , and devoid of all pretence. 
You wouM think she would 
have the r ight to 'put on! just 
a little, but · she doesn't. And 
she has no use for people 
who pretend to be something 
that they aren't". 

Character of Pearl Buck ~ 

I had heard that Tom took 
offense at Pearl . Buck's re­
ferring to him as "half man" 
in her book. "Nothing to it- at 
all. Tom knows what she meant. 
He knows what happened t.o 
him. He isn' t a baby. As a 
mat er of fact he is all man . 
He unders ands more than pe<>-
pi think and he bears n 
grud es. I think he is pre,: 
gr lU. 

n I think he 1 re I 
l 100. 

chu cd up pa 
IIUlumn I t"III:tJ~a 
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OCfC'l'nll. Ju think 
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S 'edt &.ek, 

on 
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"'..,. ~ !loy ..... 0 ..... 

3nd lhrough autll~nar foliage 
lho looks like polychromatic 

dl polo ' work at limes, and 
lorful nod downy gossameT 

II rs, d p n.dlng upon how 
tb un shin s or h()W the 
II d W9 foil. We come to a 

( rm wh r cattle and sheep 
ond 1 am told that there 
cov ncar here, a cave 
n subterranean waterfall 

high r than the mighty Nia­
gara. "W!ll we see it?" I ask 
tlnd am told that it will have 
lo wait another tlme. We turn 
a b nd on the level, make a 
curve on the slant, then aead 
for higher ground, Another stop I 
Gnd a slart and the second of ; 
the two switch-backs has been 
met and taken, I t is colder and 
lh air is stronger , like a wine, 
and I wish there were more 
along to drink it all in wi h 
me, and share it, and to oSS 
i he dr gs of contentment back 
o grow and multipl for 

o h . I n \Y sce what it would 
mc:!o. thi rai road. to hundred,; 
of p 0 who ha \'e never gone 
up th ,ide of a W \ 'i -njJ 

U' mlutn' In. by root or r II. a uti'" I think h lu k~' h I I ., 
Ih Ihl 1\ B2un\ m I 

(t h lrllC' 
up and .. rI d u 

Th 
r hit 
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We s loads of steel 
h rack a nd I am ;', .It .. ' 
h hough 5 of how 

m b d 
wi h 

h v 
had 

nnd ! s rack will be 
taln of h natives of 
whom the Japanese slew. 

h rd he Japs. made each m; 
n v r his grave and ge down 

knees at the edge of i • I 
arn d when the big knife came 

w 11. Pr byt r. \ he could be kick~ ~ 
r nb nk. when his seve r~ head. 1 5 1i1 

" ._. . rk h3 1m (or . he kmd old . ~D 
CI y Cor I S mo Ive ,:,'e are nding. 

'es.:;',I!,d ar a of pul U P I rack and ha 
h dr 109. he bo om . 0 . be 

u rd Eve- 'hen he Job d e 
W I Ir 101 • Will go Io scrap. 

h course, e La e 01 
'JI of ec 0 

Tnin 



lie was 
.10 uar 
nd h\\· 
'\ mor 

r., ..r " " h,' r h~ rp 
, .• lInn 'I om ~:II R r . fllr 



~~~~~ _ t h- ~ ~,,..!<Ot 
h--- rt'" b . 

r I hi 
on· 

P o 





-
PAG~ FOUKTEEN I 

OCTOaER. '2' 
lickE~ned Out (F delegation in its m'd t I To Buy Or Not To Buy a Railroad \ POCahon.t.as was to haVi 

rO m Page 10) land arrived at a feast for the Paule Id \ s. 
Th is l'Cd is the berr ies of moun- gods ... and me. They have a to beY t~ how

d
glad; the 

.. 'ong th is I tnfn ilsh and Dick bri ngs it trick Loa with mashed potatoes \ thC fono~i~ga~ :d \: 
enclosed 0 aboard :lnO the . women squc~ ! a nd gra ~y and co ffee, ~hich is 30) the group :~Ul~ ~ 

B1..o!1. S. D. telling for some to tnke home as i t se rved In enormous tm cups. Charleston for ad' 
T'h ugh f perh.ps Slays re d in the winle,'" .m,d lhe It is food that, calls for t he whet her or not th~Cl 

J 
be rries don 't drop. Dick IS the purest of devot ion and 1 give I would be recommended 

This ",.n left life of the party now, aH I've got. And my dinner chase by the state. 
01 tM old I I move from place to p"lace chompanions ,a ren'ht slouches ei- The ride back to El 

0 11 the train and 1 meet more t er at puttmg t e stuff away. about what a doctor c:: 

I people. Meet Walte r Good, I would prescribe. Ah. 
\l~l!~ ~ntly am told . Walter Good has run a Top of Old Baldy in a field we saw t 
I t'~ West Vlr_ , locomotive on t~is railroad for Outside there Is talk of th is takable white bobb 

• hiS brother 32 ye.ars. " I retired last year", and that until' the return of deer' s tail. Carl Gain 
, , ~ tUnncial aid r he said: And I . am told to meet those who went to Bald ' Knob , his Cadillac and w 

, 0 mt'n hU\'e Sam Sliverstem, 1 had heard I meet Mr. and Mrs . Ted Riffe, fascinated as this wi 
It llhon dol- of him, He had bought the road and W, E. Blackhurst, author took the pasture i' 

C;L"''":t ~ledlc31 (or scr~ p . I expected an ol,d of "Riders of the Flood", the stick strides. going 
F 1Jt('~e, the ma n wah beard, But he. IS b?ok ~bout this very place, ,and and round about , j 

~ Dorsett young an-d agreeable Jookmg. hiS , Wife , I talk to the van~us , had been told to 

fl c-.mt' al Ghost Town of Spruce purchase. Senator Reed thinks good show for ,then 
~: ':peu- legislators about the poss'lble \ 

nrt -C .rk· Robert <Jacobson points and Lhe idea is good and Herb He too , I thmk, 
Cit,Y I a ks mc If I sec. \-Vhat I am to Schupbach is carried away with purchase of that 
tit Dol- see was once the town of it all. Bowman, was sold, 1 it could divert a 

pruce. a town with 1500 souls, think, before t he trip was tion from him. 
ho logged and made paper thought of. Harry Pauley said 

'or lI'e Virgil" a Pulp. and he felt that the state should 
'" ho repaJroo the cars and own it right to the top of Bald 
n(,n of WeSlern Maryland. Knob. Bald Knob, by the way, I 
In (he \4lntcr of ' 18 the tem- is only a few feet under Spruce 1\ 

""ralure al pru.e was 45 be- Knob, highest ground in the 
I a k a~u11 Spruce now. I state. I don't remember whal 

lher :l: olhlng, I am acll Olle sa,'d, but I think 
·othlng. but 3 building 

AnotlH!r ghost In the very member of the investi­

rh th np nf hr hIli 
A to.>\ rn and snmr 

ar f.r r 'rh~r(' 

food Itun, I'm .. nf 
n and I 10 n MIl' 

".::~ po no .. , <I) rk 
II fl' panl 

1 

gating group saw immense 
possibilitcis [or the rnilr03d ns 
n tOllrlst attraction. 

End 01 ,h. Lin. 
Ice 

u 
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/ }ll"l' (,"ancl~ 1 nld hf' 8~l cI : And I lin'! 101'<1 to m cut lho~c who w ent to Ba ld ' K b \ t\HI \,;ac.lH\ 
The 1"'0 men IUI\!(, Sli m Silvers te i n. I h:lei h C il ,l'd I m eet Mr. and Mrs. Ted R~~te·. fascina ted ae anC1 

• ha/f 011111011 dOl. or him, li e hnd boug h I the rO.ld nnd W . E. Bla ckhurst. author took the as th\ .. 
Clarkson Medlen l ror foic rop . I ex pecl.CcI nn old o f "Rider s of the Flood", Lhe' , pasture 

BtUe ..... OUn'hl'. Ihe I rn un f wit h bC.'lrd . Bu t he Is book about thi s very place . and stick stndes, 
or tilt' Oor~cll )'ou ng II n·d ng rccn blc l ooki n g. his w i f e. 1 t alk t o the various and round about. 

... \":t"tt at Spt'u"" legislato rs about the possible '\h3d been told 
f"N:'tpte lIonlt' ~I I Ghost Town of Sprucf! purc hase . Senator R eed t hinks good show (Of 

(he Brnn~n Inrk· Robert .Jncobson poi nts and ~he idea ~ s good and Herb He too, 1 thi.nk , 
1n Rl'rl~f 11.\ , It .,,~ks !lie if I soc, What I am to ,:" .. chu pbach IS earned away with purchase o( 

1(1 ~oulh 0 . · sec wfiS once the tow n 'of h . all. Bowman, was ~old , 1 it could 
.It Brooklllgs, prucc, n tow"' with 1500 sou1s, t hink , before the t rip was \tion 

Tt":.chtrs 01· ",ho logged :lnd m:lde pape r thought of. Harry Pauley said 
In Appn.oCUJ· fo r West Virgi nia Pulp, and he r~lt .th al the state should ~----~.....: 

jntt1"~" .. 1 .n educa· \\ ho repa ired the cars and own It n ght to the top of Bald 
nlnbul,on~. engines of Wes ter n Maryland . Knob. Ba ld Kn ob, by the way \ 

If roJ!"'tlt .... dt"lf'ec " In the wint.e r of '18 the tem- ! is only a few feet under Spruc~ t 

upon Herbert • t S 45 b ' \ ' peru ure fi t pruce was e- IKnOb, h ighest g round in the 
,.t l O. !U a low" , I as k about Spru ce now, , 

(' mmtn«mtnl. What is there? Nothing, I am state. I don t. remember w~·at 

I 
told . othing, but a building each one s .. d, but I think I 

rs h:l \'f' conte A h h t . b f th' t' _ t • b t or two. not er g os 111 the every mem er 0 e mves 1.- , 
.~, \ I"S. U hill t" I itt ht2rt- s, ga mg group saw Immense \ 

01 <ounUess We reach the top of the hill possibiliteis for the railroad as 
It&...t '" Ihe nnd stop. A coal car and some a tourist attraction .. 

til. Cluk- old box cars are near. There 
i, tile smell of food from one of 
lhe box cars. and I follow my 
nose. Inside are pans of cQ.ick­
en, kettles of bake beans, pans 
of hot rolls. There is ta Ik of 

m pro­
medIal 

. ACi.:.u.15 tIIlt 
jo~ for 

Itomg to Bald Knob. which is 
Id. near, and looking down upon 

VISIt- tbe Pocahontas world of Green­
Ean>pe t he It&Dk and beyond. but a colored 

.,1(0 loriee boy lells me It is lime to cat 
eel ., and I tum down this trip to 

t~~,~ •• rc_ pay my straeter devotion to the 
elfo of Mr. Silv r­

IUt ,.,,!n'. cooks , J sit down wilh 
,-,. ot Tom edgar and hI. WIfe, and 

, tth R~ d and Carl Gainer and 
Jl.ob J.cobJon and Rev. Newell . 

'U lh cook is, he knows 
to lake a d ad chIcken 

Judge On Hillbilly Decision 

End of the Line 

The trip back to Cass was 
uneventful. The legislators got 
their heads together in the 
closed car with the cheerfully 
burning stove, and decid'ed to 
accept Dr. Callendar's invita­
tion to come to the club room 
at the observatory for a little 
confab over sand,wiches, 

That club room is as snazzy 
as all gel out. Ted Riffe made 
a littte talk about. how glad 

betimes yearn to share the 
mounlain man's blissful soli­
tude , close to natu re? 

, • ., ... #",.co_~,,"'." ".co"" #Q. " ,,.-• 

MOUNTAIN 

GAULEY 
Loul •• McNeill 

S4.00 
Hillbilly BookshoP 

• • • 

I 
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P c hont s was to have t his 
drl ,lion 10 ils midst. I1arry 
I, uley told h()'\v glad they were 
10 • lh r nnd said thal on 
h - following unday (October 

3 Ih group would meel in 
• rl-. on for a decision on 

\\ h h r or not the railroad 
, uld be recommended [or pur-

tc~:h:;;:,,~r cha b)' th lale. 
If. The rid back to EI Poco was 

bou wha a doctor of lou rism 
uld pr ribe Ahead of us 

f Id \\' . aw the unmis-
b '.\ III bobbin of a 

arl r.alnf'r opped 
c: od w wa ch d 

"""",n.ted hI "lId crea ure 
In hI' po o­

n nd Oll , 
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APh" HoW, ,hown '/oog affef-rhe-fscf in 1968, 
.. tXW d mIJIJY utsbJi5hmenls thaI catered 10 an 

'M IT1IJfIh IVId rfldde5s l'IIt)O(I)/ck clien/e/e whoss 
.. ~." town W<1S /0 'blow hfl' in.' Originally the 
c..III HoI. and WI known as 'Belle's Placs' -this 
an.cu.r.. -~ the bridge allhe go·degree fUm. 

NoH in lIs seventh year, the Town Walk's popularity 
conbJes 10 CJffNI This season's guide. PhII80gdon, 
was bitten by the Coss hls10ry bug back in 1965 on 
his sewnd visit to the CSR:R; his grosp alIne "rue his­
tory' is insightful and enlertolnlng. The 1996 lour is 
based on personal reseolch, without reference to 
prwious town wo/lr; presentations. 

......... 01 PoIIqo~.rdn; The Equal Oppoftunlty 
lo u.. fdIUH eNl Ptrt!dp ... ln P'ogram_ 

,.. the paflqdlhl WeslV\rgIr*:I DM1Ion ofNIIh.woIIt_<!s 
II) ~ h 1ocIIIa, 0CC0!m'G!IaI1ons, seMces and prOgrams 
"III ~ ...... hcIIA lf90Id 10 WI. roc:e. cob, oge. fellgloll. 
1ICIIbd~ ()I ~ Proper k-es. ~Ian Dod 
~ WIItI o41ldaI Mel and rwgIAoTiom Qre Ihe cnV 

10/l0,I'[8 of ~1lonI !of locmy use Of P'O!I'om POuldpolion 
The Was, Yr~ 0M!I0n (1/ HaluroIltIuources Is on 

...,aI apportvnII t trnpII:rfer. 

Cass: A Work-in-progress 
L., ">j 

Above: M8in Strle'1974; wBlrways gooll, {fmC" (IOIng. 
B9Iow: Back Rows In '968 with boardW/J113 Ir~llnfaC! . 

• 

When the mill closed In 1960, the town property­
as well os the plonl llself - fell Inlo !he hands 01 an 
off-shoot orgonlzation, Don Mower lumber Co., 
which continued to rent com pony houses until 
19n. II has token years to reach the cufrenlleYel of 
renovotlon . . . and certainly. much wo~ stili 
remolns. The first five houses to be rented os cab­
Ins were opened In 1984; sidewalks and fences 
were rebuilt during 1986-87. 

All pIlOIos ~ front aMPl" by PhIip Bogdon 

References 
A large '917 CiritUl photograph, lound in the rear ollhe 
Cass Country Store, Is Ihe best on-site viaual feler­
enee. FurtMr study of Cass. and lurrber rriII lownl in 
general, Is available Ilia thelallowing publicaTions (han­
dled In storel adJacenllO the depot): 

On Beyond Leath.rb.lr/c The Csn Saga: 
Roy B. Clarkson, McClain Publishing Co., 

PmQn'; 2nd printing. 1994 
Cus: A Briel HisftHY And Gukie To A LUmNf 

CclTJllny TClwn; George Deike, Casa; 1989 
Tumult On The Mountain.: Lumberi'lQ in West 
Virgin;', 1770-1920; Roy B. Oarkson, McClain 

Publishing Co., Parsons; 91h pmlling. 1992 
Sawdust In YoutS Eyes: W.E. Blackhurst (e novell • 
McClain Publishing Co .• Persons: 5th pnnung. 1993 

Cass Town Walk 

In 1981, 96 structures here were placed on the 
Notional Register 01 Hlstorlcol Places. For 56 yeors. 
ending In 1960. COSS WGS 0 campany IoWn whose 
residents woke 10 a sleam whislle The sound 01 
sows and kogronca 01 !reshly-cut sow logs WIlre 
olmost tWer-presenl ospects ollila 10 the lown's 
population Iwhlch during 100 peak years 01 lum· 
bering.I906-1920, wos olmOSl1.8001 

The COS5 sogo begon In April 1699 when John G 
luke, a printlpol 01 Tna West VIrginia Pulp & Poper 
Co .. bough! 136 ocr&s 01 boUom land from local 
former Jocob Gum. Two yams Ioler. Ihls property 
was conveyed \0 0 slan·up venlure - The W9s1 
Vlrginlo Spruce lumber Co. - lor the sI1e 01 its mlM, 
town and operallng bose. Nine years hence, 
YNSlbrCo was absorbed by 'Pulp & Paper' In 
1942, the ChOlleston-bosed Mcmer lumber Co 
ocqulred lhe town os pan of 0 1ock. stock and bor­
rei deot for lhe miW. railroad and kmd IlOIdlngs. 

Originally known as leolherbOlk FOI'd, during lhe 
period jus! prior 10 lhe wmlng oI l1mbetlng lhere 
were three smalilorms Iocoled where Coss ond 
Eosl Cess ,flrsl called Brooklyn) would OIlse, The 
town's nome was given somelime during or before 
May 1900 In honor 01 0 Pennsytvon1an, joseph K. 
Cos$, who sold his paper miN 10 1he luke orgon!-­
zaHon In 1899. Coss n868-19381 want on to ser'Y'6 
foJ many years os v1ce-presidenl 01 WP&PCO 

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 
Coss, Wesl Vlrglnlo 

....... 1t". 
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Cass Scenic Railroad ... Pork programs for a different kind of West Virginia slole park 

( .. p IO'. on old lumber mill town built between 1901 and 1908 

aaa aa " EJH @] 
Note: Landmark numbers 
(orrespond to the order of 

the Town Wolk presenlo!\on. 

IV 

\'J) §l " -Jf 
o ':'---;;-"00 

B.alo-i)] 000 ~-tJ O n 
: ; 80/3813 ~~ ~ 0 0 0 0 0 @ J.I. 

Moi1Srreel 

~0" IIIJI 0 0 BO O 

10 1000 0 
Fronl Slmet 

o L:::a::::::::J 
---CSRR's porking lot was 

Iormeriy- for 58 years­
the lumber yard [docks) 

. ' lor the Cess mill; three 

Greenbrier River s:= 
siding trock.s ron from 
the C&O mainline into 
Ihls vest oir-<lrying cnd 
loading lacilily, where 
boards were stocked 
up 10 451eel high. ... .. .. .. :..-. 

The 'Big Store' plus specialty shops, 
1fuMum Row' and more .. . 

A. Fonner Com pany Store Complex 
Cau County Store (Slale Park Gill Shop). 

The u.st Run Restauranl, Pocahontas County 
TOUriIm Commission Inlo Stand, Cass Wildli fe 

Museum, Cass Historical Museum 
9 . Cass Showcase 

C. Country Cralt Junction 
O. letty_ Barber Shop 

E. Something Special, Ltd. 
F Bnr Euenlials raa & Spice 5hoppe 

G. W .. tvsco FOfHtry House Ellhiblt 

H . Shay Inn Bed & Breakfast 

CD 

State Park Lodging 

There are currently 13 houses - 12 in Uptown and one in the old 
company's management section - rented as park cottages for 
overnight and extended stays. (Numbered bOlles) 

Un restored Dwe1llngs 
Slated for eventual renovation are 20 company houses; these are 
scallered about lown and were in the worst shape when the State 
commenced renovation of the town. Rotted porches have been 
removed and roofs stabiliz ed, (Clear boxes) 

Private Reskienc es. MiK. 
There are II houses occupied by state park employees and a few 
old-lime residents, (Dark-shaded boxes) Additionally, there is e 
house u58d by Park Housekeeping, one that accommodates vol­
unteet1l of Mountain State Railroading & logging Association, and 
one privately-owned. (light-shaded boxes) 

Town Walk H,ghn'O\hls 
1 PocahontM; ~ ~ 
2. S.B. Ne\hkm Co. Meat MalM\ 

(now PQS1 Ollie,) 
3. Original company ol1iee building w 

4. Call Holel' Mountain Inn ' Town Shop 
5. Front Row (no slIeet unlill92!.-26) 

6. Fitst church (now Co~nity Cta~er) 
7. Masonic Building 

6. latter·era company garage 
9. City Council Charrber & Mayor's Qflite 

(lOp tloor); overnight lockup (basement) 
10. lower Alley (missing many structures) 

II. The Pen ('milking cow jaif) 

12. COlT'4'any garage site I 
13. 'Uptown Cass' -luke Sllee\ to south 

end of C0lT'4'any Property Qust right ol lI S 
on map); 'labor force' lamly residences 
14. Site ollitst schoolhouse (1901·1906) • 
15. Odd Fellow's lodge Hall and '5&10' 

Kanas Grocery Siore I now slorage 
16. Emory Street Named fOI Emory P. 

Shaffer, the Big Boss 1900-1933 
17. Methodist EpIscopal South Church (1927) 

18. Spruce Stleel- 'The 'Back Rows' I 
19. Site of second schoolhouse (1908-1915) 
20. General Manager's lesldeoce,I933-1960 

21 . Ascenl of Big Bug Hill I 
22. Dr. Uriah Hannah's office. 1913-1943 

23. Doctor'S home, 1902-1943 
24. Pocahontas Hospital { fi rst E.P. Shaffer 

residence' Boarding House 
25. luke House I second E.P. ShaHer 
residence I 'Clubhouse' (1933-1960) 

26. Horse barn stone foundal ion 
27. 'Aerial walkway' Inexact replica 

28. Site of 5.B. Nethkin & Co. ice plant 
29. Col11'any hay and grain barn (1919) 

30. Company Store retail coal bins 

31 . Retail coal scale shed 

I. East Cass 1ogge'.~ entertainment lOf1.' I 
(a.k.a. Brooklyn, Helt'., Acre) 

It. 'Big School Hoose' (bullt 1915-18) 
m, Slab Town company secllon _ dWellings lor 

subslchty's extract planl. 1914-1925 
IV. Bohunk HII- once an lIflCIave 01 l1aHan, 
Hungarian and Russian ramll/ .. ; 01 aboUt 
17 privsle!y-owned tlou .... on. survives 

c .... - VIrgInia _,CL"" 
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late. great shop (1923-721 -- ~ 

Ilw IItsI snap. built in 1901. was single-trock cnd capo­
bIe 01 serwte*1g two locomotives simulroneously. It was 
~ In early 1923 by (] slgnillconlly larger grouping 
alcameoed slrvclIres. To C5RR·ero (oillons, overhead 
befkffM!FIl'l1OdWletyond four decodes of clutier mode 
9!op No 2 Clki'l1O (] beloved old friend . 
The nqor bc10r in replacing rhe 1901 shop was 'oNest 
Vr,jn:I Pulp & Paper CO:5 ordering of No. 12. (] monster 
Class C Shay US<! ions as buill by Uma locomotive 
'fIort.st Apporenlly deoronce prohibited access; iI was 
~ big 10 Nllside. 

1Iau5e, The 1922 bktte....tich leveled the bond saw and planing 
I'U'!lll<c "* sigAfic.onIly delayed complellon 01 the neYI shop 
'7.. t.Qn1 and laundry/patlern house complex. 8y Ihe lime WOIk 
P'l'foft hod resumed,lhe fifst 01 rlUITlefOUS lOwer skidders hod PCJWr. been 1KqUIred, lhus, 0$ completed, the north boy's 
n. '50 uppet end spotted 0 poir 01 25-loot dOOl'S 10 CKCommo-
"hid'"" OoiI.ltJese slf!Om-powefed h1gh·lead logging devices. 
rld,,~ The -5O;ear Ihop' was buil t at the same SUfpltr.i World 
hot/oro 'HoI t cOffugated sheet metal ham FOlt Meade. 

Mor,4and used lor the 1920 mil bailer house as wei as 
!he hoy/Wain 51orope Ioc.lity lIoday's Cass Showcasel. 

k~ .. 

Ruins of the big Cess Mill 

Shown 
mill as 

romalns 

back and lorfh on ''', ;O""'!:jU" ""'" \'''''' ''''''l:I,vv"v 
with the band saw ilseK formerly situated In middlE 
Irame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill In 1982: loul 

r.e8ls earlier the planing mill and l looring storage bulld· 
ngs went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon, CSRR State Park's Seasonal Historian 
and 32·year veteran 01 the Cas$ Experience, had big 
lun while exploring and photographing the mill com­
plex between 1974 and 1976. Looking back somewhat 
In horror, he Is thankful not have 'bought the 18rm' by 
falling through 8 soil. rOiled lloor. 

Slatem .. t o' PoIiey R-g_cling The Eq .... , OpportunIty 
To U .. FKiliti .. Ind Plr1iciptlte In Progr .... , 

11 Is Ihe policy oj lhe WasI",gInIo 0IvIsI0n d Nolta'al 
Resources 10 provide h focIIIIes. occonvnodoTlons. 

sel"Aces and programs 10 on pel'sons w~hout Ie90rd 10 
sell.. roce.. color. ope.. reiglon. noTional origin. ot dsobiUIV 
Proper licenses. fe1jislroflon and compilonuwilhollldol 
ruIe.s and tegukilionsore Ihe only sources d teslrldlons 

lot lodiIyuse 01 program pOfli:lpr;rllorl . 
The WesIVlrglnlo 0Msi0n d Na'1M'01 RHCU'C8S 

Is on equal opportunly empb,ef-
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JliQWnl V D.L flP/n!:l PIiV NOIBIH I"PB V :ulI!) . - .-.. ~~-~ 

Cass Shop & More 
Top Of The Morning Tour 

Behind-Ihe-scenes Shop Tour P.M. 
locomotive repoir and moinlenoru;e require­
ments of a steam roilrood call for not only a 
well-equipped locility but also on experienced 
shop stoll. The Coss Scenk l1:allrood is b\es.sed 
with both. Throughout the year there is octM1y 
here: during the 'all seoson: rood crew peI'_ 
sonnel - conductors, engineers and firemen­
join the regular shop employees to comprise a 
14-mon work force. 

With former Western Maryland No 6 (the klst 
5hay buill and second largest out-shopped by 
limo tocomotive Works!. finally out alter over 
30 months of heavy repoir, work has just start­
ed on a replacement flue sheet for the oldest 
Cass Shay, NO. 5 {built in 19051. Upcoming pro­
jects Include a new boiler for Heisler No 6, and 
'from ground up' renovotion of Climax No.9. 

Todoy's shop was placed Into service during 
1976, four years atler fire destroyed the 1923 
complex . The adjacent car shop was ereeled 
In 1973 to meet the lnlerlm repair needs. 

There's more 10 Ihe Top O( The Morning Tour 
and Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour. PM. than 
just on lnierpretolion of the shop: the sago of 
locomotive repaIr is pari of 0 walking lour 
whkh Includes a look at the mill ruins and on 
arroy of motive power on the yard's dead Une 
Please refer to This Week AI Coss - available 
In brochure form at lhe depot ticket office - for 
the park's schedule. All supplementary pro­
grams are offered free of charge. 

Cass Scenic Railroad State Part 
Cass, Wesl Vlfgkl/o 

_30, .... 
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Whittaker Camp No. 1 

New at Whittaker Stallan 

Despite losing operation on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
to Jonuol'(s rlood, a memorable ride awoils you on the 
(SR I! _ 10 Whi110ker 510lion, sUe of Ihe new Whiltoker 
Camp NO. 1 display. Roil equipment Dnd structures repre­
senting various facets of West Virginia logging can now be 
inspected during the 20-minute stop. An interpretive tour 
is offered of camp cars and shantieS, dleset loader, fOOf· 
wheel log train caboose and portable high-spor steam 
skidder. Whittaker Camp No. 1 Is on on-going project 
which has involved thousands of volunteer hours by the 
members of Mountain Slate Railroad & Logging Historica l 
Association, a non-profit organizallon based In Casso 

O\esellog loader at 
worlt near Alljean, 

Greenbrier Coonty . 
in 195510r the 
Meadow River 

Lumber Co . 

Pho)/O or 118rl18rd Kflrn 
Courtuy Eric Mundy. 

from fhe MSRLH.4 
f993 G.llundllr 

Where History Comes i\ti~e\ 

This Week M Cass 

Free Supptementary Programs 
Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

September 23-29, 1996 
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Coss Scenic Railroad , , , Park programs for a different kind of West Virginia state parI<. 

Ge' behind .he scenes with s.e am Explore an old lumber mill town 

Top 01 Tho Morning Tour 
,"" F,. SAl Surl 

.,11-. aIfIXJI All Ihts 1$oflllnUtrt. ""1I/8wFllkmg 
II.V' I'''' $/'ti.:'ttntIW )~cb1t mkldgotfmgwet. 
.t...~ ttw ~, /fIenlElOls of IhIs \YOlk orc lhe 
MOIW sf'WXI cn:f steam kKomoIiYes being prepared 
b ~_ .... ~ by Io1:ing 0 look 01 lhe lumber 
~ on NtgrOI port 01 the bigger picture ~ once one 
fJllfw SIP"·' most prodl.ldMJ double bondsow and 
Pcrw'9 tnI1 foc:Nl·es os -second boot' to Ihe logging 
«_<*n., prmory charge of furnishing pulpwood. 
...., fIo,e yard ItseJf - osing lhe ready track's in-steam 

{:IOt>IfIT as ~ - we pause to discuss Ephraim 
Shot's bteok-Ihroogh design for logging locomolives. 
Mow'1g eniD lhe dead i ne, we look 01 0 Heisler and 
o ~ lnen compare these geared designs w ith 
tfIiIO Shoys and 0 80Jdwin rod engine, 
#,'-QJ peeQ-1g inslde the cor shop, we enter 0 world of 
gecT1eod delighl No lwo days are Ihe some in our 
fTDI1 repair bdily; where allent!on has lurned to 
.bA06 lg 0 Uue sheer in Shay 5. After wotching 
sane repon, we Inspecllhe machining bay. 

Behind-tile-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 
1:50 - Saturday 

Meet 01 ,he depol for this 55-minute, 1-mile wolking 
lOUr, wflich Is simflar to the morning progrom !see 
obo¥et, acept we watch the 1;00 tra in pass on lIs re:un to Cass, then pork. The program concludes 
Wfh ample line for lnose riding lhe 3:00 train to 
board f!1e lOur is limiled to 20 pork visitors, so 
pieose 5ql up atlhe depolticker office. 

Allhe rime ol this 'compony phola' 
Wl t92.3, Ihe second replacement! 
tumbermill romplex had jusl been 
COITlIleted and was rvnnning two 
eeven-hour shifts six days a week. 

Borh phoIos DO It-ls page from 
I.tJ99ing Sou' h Oleo' fhe HisIQryof 

the ~ Lontisby George Deike 

Cass Town Walk 
11 : 15 - Saturoay 

t: t5·-Frl. Sun - 2:15'-Sun 
5: 10- - Friday 

Meet on the Cass Country 
Slore steps for a 45-minute. 
half-mile swing through the 
old company lawn. 
Coss was Ihe headquarters 
and focus of one of Ihe largest 
lumbering operations in the 
stole. lea rn about this isolat­
ed Industrial town's history, view ils prominent struc­
tures, and hear about whol life was like here 80+ 
years ago during the boom period . 

• These lours coincide with the Coss Showcase pro­
gram's conclusion and are thus sub/ect to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train relurns lale; kindly 
wail for your guide on Ihe Cass Counlry Store porch. 

log Trains, Wood hicks & More 
6:50 - Saturday (Dinner Train at, Whittaker Station) 

On regular runs, there's a 101 to be said about the log­
gers' lifestyle and l imbering practices Ihot can" be 
squeezed into the short presentation at the new roi l­
logging display 01 Whittaker Station, To close oul the 
Dinner Troin season - and celebrate the rousing suc­
cess of Whittaker Camp No.1 (see bock panell- Philip 
Bogdon presents an over\liew of logging rail roads, 
then turns the program over to Keith Norman for a 
leisurely, full-length interpretive walk. Before boarding 
lhe train, there will be a question and anSWer period. 

Greenbrier Siding Deadline Stroll 
2:50 - Saturday 

Meet at the water tower, located up the tracks 
from the parking lot, for this 3D-minute, I-mile 
walk - a continuation of the Behind-the-scenes 
Locomotive Shop Tour, P.M. program. 

We walk up the former Chesapeake & Ohio Ry. 
Greenbrier Subdivision lor a look at an array 01 
non-logging rail equipment (including four ~rst­
genera lion diesel locomotives and a steam wreck 
cronelthot has sol on the old inlerchangefstation 
siding lor a decade, Along with some nice river­
bank scenery are reminders of lhe Greenbriers 
floodstoge fury. 

There will be no programs on 
days the traIn does not operate 

Cass InterpretIve Programming 
Wesl VIrginia S10te Parks have traarlfanolj; offered 
exceptional pl'ogroms ~ seasonot noM isis The 
Cass Scenk Rail road on Ihe old miltCMfl - Ns/ork 
subjects that they ore - cotllOl' a different spin Pilip 
Bogdan Is CSRR Slate Pof!(s 5eosonot HIsIor/on A 
devotee of Cass his /Off !Of 0Ye1 30 years, Phil has con-
Irtbuted his extensive research 10 seYel'aI publkalloos 
and archives, In 1976, wh~e Interviewing o/d·1imefs 
assodoledwllh the bygone roil.log¢'Ig I!I'O. he resided 
In Cass and served as 0 train commentolOt 
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'.ow In l is 5eVsrCl year, the Cass Town Walk's pop­
dartyCOfthues to grow. This season's guide. Philip 
e.gdon, was bitten by the Cass history bug back in 
1365 on hIS second visil to the CSRR and has been 
~nng myth 'rom reality ever since; his grasp 
d lhe 'true tustory' is both insightlul and entertain· 
If'IiJ The tour is based on personal research, with­
out relllfence to previous town walk presentations. 

Statement 0 ' Policy R~arding the Equal Opportunity 
To Uu hclllU .. and P.,Uclpale In Program. 

1fb II!. PCIIq cl ine We5lVi'!iIh1o Di'lislon of Norural 
"~ce.' 10 Pl'0YIde h Iodli1oes,. (lCOOO'lI'I'IOdotIOl1s. sef\lices 

G'Id IXPQIOtI'Iilooi persom wahou1 regard 10 sex. foce. 
(tIb, OQe.leligbn. Mlionol Oflglr\. or disability Pl'ope!' 
~. 'eoklrOfionond tompUor.ce wrll) ol1klol rules 
and regl.t:llbls ae the only sources of ,eslr\c.tbns \01 

fodlly use 01 J)fDgfOln porlldpalion 
n. ... .fel.I Vrglnla 0M!J0rJ 0/ rtotllfol ~esoI.M(6 Is on 

eQVt)I tlppOIhmily emp\oyef • 

Whit taker Camp No.1 

New 01 Whittaker SIal Ion 

Above: W;"lolr ChOD t Mountain log comp scene, c. 1950 
Balow: Dinner at a Mower Lumber Company camp. 

x&b k ,,,,je,,-o'iJiWJ'iJ!M2r.,_ili. ,',oM;.! 

Despite losing operolion on the upper half of the Cass Hill 
10 January 's flood lresumplion of service 10 Bold Knob is 
expected in October), there is still 0 memorable ride 
owoiling you on the CSR R - 10 Whiltoker Slolion, site 01 
the new Whittaker Camp No.1 display, Roil equipment and 
slrudures representing various facets of West Virginia log­
ging con now be inspecled dur ing the 2()..minule slop. An 
interpreter leads lours Mondoy through Friday of lhe 
camp (DrS and shanties, diesellooder, 4-...mee1 caboose 
ond steam-powered lidgerwood lower s k.idder. Whillak.er 
Comp No.1 is on on-going project which has involved 
thousands of volunteer houls by members of the 
Mountain Slole Railroad & togging Historical Associalion, 
o non-profi! orgonizolion bosed In Coss. 

Diesel log l()IIdar at 
wo~ near Anjean, 

Graenbrier County, 
in 1955 for the 
Meadow River 

lumber Co. 

PtIoIo by Bem8rdKIII"n 
Courtesy Eric Murdy, 

trom IhII MSRlHA 
1m Ca/endilt 

(ass: Where l1is\ory Comes Ali~e\ 

This Week M Cass 

Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad Siale Park 

July 29 - August 4, 1996 
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Coss Scenic Railroad ... Pork programs for a different kind of Wesl Virginia slale pork 

A.' behind .he scenes with steam Explore an old lumber mtll town 

TOp Of r""Mornlng Tour 
,.~, ... • . , typt 1l.w.:t. Woo 

u-t .. ~OIfI('\lI*"N;"t).nWJUhl ',/11/111 .\7J/A'ing 
a" l .... Sh'IM ~ ~ dt'tl't "lind !;Cumg waf 
AroM nvtWW cNto 
""'"' at.oJt Ifw (oss ~ lillI, once one o f the 
__ s r-.os! proclId''9 double bondsaw and planing 
~ lDdI"oos os 'SIKond boo,' to rhe logging opera­
tan" ~ (togl> oI..""lIShing spruce pulpwood. 
~ 10 rhe pd, W'EI .... 'OICh Shoys being pre­
"'"" and 6Scus:s their fascinating design. Moving 
<'WI Ia 1M d!od Ine. mil look or a Heisler and Climax 
1IOCCr.'1CJf"Vll. tMn compare these geared engines 
...... Me Sh¥: and a rod engine. 
A.'. peaking Inside rhe cor shop. we enter a world of 
geo "lSOd deIghL No two days ore the some inside 
CU' I""Or1 n!p(W IocIity 
~(. 162·m monster Shay, ' Big 6- lex-Western 
Ma pbKt is ~going final assembly after heavy 
shc:JppIng- Besides pausing 10 welch the work on No. 
6, ..... 'l!' in5pet1 origi/'lOl (ass Shay. No. 5, and the 
sfmp"s mochWng boy. 
"'EWhg 'he dcr(s active CSRR power come to life and 
SW-~Ihe yad rounds ou l the lour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 
1:45 - Mon, Thurs 

FOf those unable 10 'early·bird-it' [see above). this 
55-mnuIe wolk is 0 repeal program, except there 

I."e tv) sreomin', smokin' Shays, The lour is limited to 
lS pcrlvlsik>rs, so please sign up althe lickel office. 

AI the lime of this 'company 
photo' In 192J,lhe setOnd Coss 
1I.mbe' milt Ideckfedly high­
lech lor irs £!I' DI hod IIISI been 
~lered and was operoting 
n hcus doify excepI Sunday. 

~ photo em<! lOp li;lhl lrom 
IDgg/tIgSotJth Cheol 

1ht-'bb'yClII!e~ 

/#Ids by Gear9/! Oet.e ! "i .. ~ ... :..:".,,:::;---:~ 

Cass Town Walk 
1: 10'- 5 UIl, Frl, Sli t 

3: 10' - Saturday 
5:05 ' - 5 1111, Mon, Thurs, Fri 

Meel OIl /l1e Cass COUlllry SIDra s leps for Ihis enler­
(Bill ing 3D-minule, half·miff] swing through the old 
company town - buill between 1902 and 1908. 
Coss was the headquarters and focus of one of the 
largest lumbering opera lions In 1 he slole. learn about 
this isolated Industrial lown's history, YlfNI its promi­
nent structures. and hear about what life was like here 
80+ years ago. A tour brochure is provided for supple­
menlary Informalion about Old Coss and the park's 
on-going rennovation of the former company town . 

- These tours coincide with the Cass Showcase pro­
gram's conclusion and ore Ihus subiecl to a 5-10 
mlnule deloy whenever a train returns lole; kindly 
wait for )"tlur guide on the Cass Country s/ore porch. 

log Trains, WoodhJcks & More 
7:00 p.m. - Friday 

Meet on porch of the Cass Country Store for this 
4S-minute presentation concluding with a question­
and-answer time. Featured guest is Keith Norman, 
Whittaker Camp No. l's interpreter. Philip Bagdon 
opens the program with an overview of the once­
immense Cass rail'/ogging operation. 

There's a lot to be said about the loggers' lifestyle and 
timbering practices thaI can't be squeezed into the 
shari walk-through presentation allhe new Whittaker 
Camp No.1 display, so join us for the rest of the slory. 

South end 01 Uptown; Moin SlIeel,l908 

Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons' 
Van Tour 

3:4S' - Sunday and Saturday 

For those unable 10 endure 0 half-mile walk. this 20-
minute motoring version ollhe lown tour is limlted to 
14 visitors. Reservations rnuslbe placed at the depot 
ticket oflice by 3:30. Departure is hom the fool of the 
Cass Counlry Store steps. 

• Please nole thai the C5RR 5/0/e Park vehicle is not 
equipped wllh a handicap 11ft. 

There will be no programs on 
Tuesday ond Wednesdoy, July 30-31 

Cass Interpretive Programming 
'Nest VirginIa Parks have tradiliooolly offered 
exceplionol programs by seosoool naturalists. 
The Cass ScenIc Railroad and the old mllltO'Ml-
historic subjects lhotthey ore - call for a different 
spin . Philip Bogdon is CSRR State Pork's5eo$Onol 
Historian. A devotee of Coss history for over 30 
years. Phil hos contributed his extensive 
research to severol publications and archives In 
1976. while interviewing old-timers associated 
with the logging ond roilroad era, he resided in 
Coss and served as 0 CSRR train commentator 
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Strucrures utilized during both eras of Cass­
re(ated logging camps (stationary and move­
able). woods camp shanties served a variety 
01 uses. Originally, 2-story structures housed 
the wood crews, while small shanties - l ike 
those above - housed skilled workers. 

Introduction of cam p trains ended the use of 
bunk houses, but the use of small s hanties to 
house skilled workers - such as the filer (who 
kept lhe saws and axes sharp) - continued 
until the miU's closure in June 1960. 

References 
FUfther investigation of Cass ra il-logging and West 
V,gnia kllTtlering in general is available via the fol­
lowing ptbfications on sale at oullet s adjacent to the 
CSRAdepot: 

On Beyond Leafherbark: The Cass Saga 
by Roy B. Clarkson: McClain Publishing Co .. 

Parsons: 2nd printing, 1994 

Logging South Cheat: The History of the Snowshoe 
Lsnds by George Deike, Cass; 2nd printing, 1993 

West Virginia Logging Reilroads by Bill Warden; 
TLC Publishing Co .• Lynchburg, Va., 1993 

TUfTl(Jlt On The Mountains: Lumbering in West 
Vif~nla, 1 n o-1920 by Roy B. Clarkson; McClain 

Publishing Co., Parsons; 9th prinling, 1992 

The Log Train. Mountain Slate Railroad & LoggIng 
Historical Association's quarterly journal has pub­
lished a vast array of material lor over 12 years. 
Back iseue, are handled by Country Crall Junction. 

Aerial Log Skidding 
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~ ~ """, ~ . ,;p= ... ~ _r. 
Wilh lower standing 96 leet above ils base, Meadow 
River No.1 was the largest 'portable high sleel spar skid­
dar' to operate in Ihe East. Hera, it is working a set north­
east 01 Anjean in June 1956. To Ihe tear is a'iowside 
coal lander and Ihe diesel log loader (now also at 
Wh~taker Camp No.1) - which is spotted lor resupply. 

Photo by WaUy Johnson, MSRalHA 1993 Calenda 

In!reduced on the Cass logging job by West Virginia 
Pulp and Paper Co" 'portable high sleel spar' (tower) 
skidders initially reached timber that was inaccessible 
10 horse learns due to terrain andlor distance. Five 
second-hand steam skidders were acquired between 
1922 and 1928. Skidding became the primary means 
of moving logs to rail loading sites after Mower 
Lumber acquired the operation in 1942. The final 'skid­
der set' was located at Old Spruce. aller depleting lim­
ber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several 01 the larger 
West Virginia ra il-logging enterprises . Although atl 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in lale 1960 
and early 1961. the State Park is blessed with a Iruly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River Lumber from 
'slock pans' in 1944 and donated by that company's 
successor, Georgia-Pacific Corporation , in 1972. 

RIgging 10 br~ n logs 

51ddder 01 log Iondlng 

loa 
route to the rallroaa lancmg lrom IDS \C11l U"",, 

River No. 1. the display's skidder, was capable ( 
in logs at a minimum 01 50 leet off the ground I 
3,000 feet away. 

From Loggng South Cheat The History 
of the Srlowshoe Lands by George Deike 

&.c:1c...ut. - - - ·~t"J'VItrI1"uuj"'iOr, . orl1iTSifOWSnofrOilIOSUJ _~ 

(ass: Where l1is\or~ Comes r>li~e\ 

Whittaker Cam? NO .1 

Whltlaker Camp No.1, new lor 1996, comp\l~ 
menls your memorable steom*powered ride 
over a lormer logging railroad wHh a glimpse 
into the heart 01 the moiler - the high-volume 
timberIng which spawned the Immense rail 
operolion \ot its peak more than 130 miles 01 
molnllne and woods spur Irockl. 
This display offers not only a look at roil-log­
ging equIpment bul also relates lhe raullne 
workaday lIves of those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus mode \Nest 
Virginio's tLmulluous lumbering era possible. 
AA Interpretive commentary Is offered live 
days a week; 01 other times, CSRR passen­
gers ore Invited 10 explore Camp No.1 Inde­
pendently via inlerpretlve signs whkh offer on 
overvieW of life in the woods and lechniques 
for bringing In Sl1N logs. 

Cass Scenic Railroad State Pork 
Cass, Wes1 VIrginia 

, 



Celebra/lng the 59-yeo r lumbering heri tage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901 - 1960 
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-en,ilan IID )«ItS of occvpying rwo. 
...-, b.nI.~~ rugged WoodhIck s' work­
it!I; 0I't ,... Cass lOb b.nd rhemselve.s adopting to a 
l ..... tr- r:lIXLO""'IOdaDoI IS. Soon olter Mower 
~ 00ugN <lUI ihe (ass operation, 

- ,.. new generof rnonoger - instituted 
CD"':'O I'OInS 10 ru expenses. Weber come from 
4Wldcw ~ Lur1"OI!r Company, based in Rainelle, 
6_0. Cortrt. w"IEn this housing practice hod 

__ n th& earty 1930s. 

n- Cess Sh::Ip COli. ileilced lM')ri(on the camp sets in 
de~. 0 "" of J7 cors W'efe constructed from 
.a;9np bDa. MaoNa camp trains consisted of 3-
.,... b..nI::on. o Iobbry COf, dining cor and kitchen cor. 
8e~ 19~5 and 1958, there were two camps in 
ooe ..... t .~ lor !he Iosl two years of roil-logging, 
~ one moYeObE grouping. 

i;e iDS cngnaf camp cor, No. 419, now a combined 
\:xD;'1b.ri. rendemg, is joined by o facsimile crealed 
I'J ~ tisPoted os 0 combined kitchen/dining cor. 

'. J 

PhIl: Bogdon CoUc(.' ioo 

<:ass Scenic 
R 

In brlel: Th .. Whittaker camp No.1 Display 
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I. RepresenlaliveShant y 

2, Rler's Shanty 

V~IO~ Camp 110. 1 Is. an 
~or.g Pfotea wtKh -
~ grOflls one! geneous \ 

pr ivo1e linonclol SlJP\)OfI _ 
005 Involved lhoos.ooca 01 

voIunl,*, hours bot merri:leI's 
0I 1he COs .... based MouNoin 

Slole Rail road & logging 

3. SUrveyorlCruisersShonly 

) 4. Kitchen/Dining Car 

S. Lobby/Bunk Car HistOl'lco1 As5ociaIiOfl . 

6. Diesel Log Loader and 
Skeleton Sleel Log Cor 

II1!erprelNe servkes 018 
provided in olnl lolion wl1h 
1he West ¥lIgna University 

Depanmeot 01 Hislor(s Public. Parked scenic 
railroad Irain 

'/// 
7. Standard Steel Log Flotcor 

8. Four-wheel Logging 
Caboose 

HislOI'y Progrom. 

~~L-~ 
9. lidgerwood Skidder FOf infofloollof\ obouI 

Mountain 5Io1e Ro1rood & 
logging Historical Assoc., 
please wrile P.O. Box 89, 

10. Future Cool Tender 

Coss, WV 24927. 

Rail Equipment Roster 
/(jtchenlDining Cor 141. Built from O41e of the remaining 
Cass togging flo lcors, this is on adaptation of the kitchen 
and dining cars of Mower Lumber Co. camp trains. 

Camp Car No. 419 lSI. A former West Virginia Pulp Be 
Paper Co. logging fla t fabricated into a bunk cor by 
Mower lumber Ca:s Coss shop in early 1945, No. 419 was 
port of the lasl camp train In 1960. Its side door was 
added in 1969 ...mite serving as CSRR's 'sand house: 

Diesel Log Loader 1601. Built in 1939 by Meadow River 
Lumber Co.'s shop in Rainelle, this lorge, powerful 'Ioog 
!Tee' device was active unl ill970; it come to Cass In 1972. 

Skeleton Steel Log Cor (6bJ. One of 24 such cars donaled 
to CSRR in 1972, Meadow River Lumber '8-12' now carries 
the log loader. Many of the current excursion cars were 
buil t from these MRlbrCo steel skeleton log cars. 

Standord Steel Logging Flatcar 171. This 40-1001 flot. used 
by Elk River Cool & lumber and its successors, was one 01 
several cars donated by Georgio-PacificCorp. ln 1967. For 
about """0 decodes it served as a Bold Knob all-weother 
cor belore being retired due to a bod axle. 

Four-wheel Caboose 181. This 'bobber' rode Ihe reor 01 
log trains out of SWondale (day County). where lis los! 
owner, Georgia-Pacific Corp., was preceded by W.M. 
Ritter Lumber and Elk River Cool & wmber companies. 
Buill in the 1880s and believed 10 be of Cool & Coke or 
Baltimore & Ohio ancestry, it was donated In 1964. 

Lidgerwood SkJdder 191. Home-buill by the Rainelle shop 
Irom Udgerwood ports in 1944, Meadow River lumber Co. 
No. l's service ended when It loiled boiler inspection in 
1966; it come to Cass six years lotef. Double-heading 
Shoys brought the Udgerwood 10 WhIttaker In 1993, con­
siderable work remains, including raising the lower. 

Skidder Tender (101. A represenlative cool-supply cor foI 
the skidder is slated 10 be installed here In the near fUlvre. 

Wood Logging Flatcar. There were over 200 oIlhese 40-
foot flats used at Coss byWes! Virginia ~ & Paper dur­
ing the lumbering hevdoy. Port of Ihe original CSRR excur­
sion lrain and Ihe onfy extont 'native' log cor, Ills curren!­
Iy spoiled on the old company s!ore siding lead in Cass 
awaiting restoration by M$R&I..HA volunteers. 
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The late, great otd shop 
» 

file frsl shop - built in 1901 - was single-Irock and 
coootie of servicing two locomotives simultaneously. 
tWos replaced in early 1923 by a significantly-larger 

set of connected structures. To CSRR-ero roilfans, 
ShopNo 2 was akin 10 0 lime machine in terms of ils 
a.-erheod befl-driven machinery. 
A major fodor in replacing the 1901 shop was Wesl 
VTgnic Pulp & Papers CO:5 ordering of a monster 
Class C Shay 1154 Ions as buill by Umo Locomotive 
War,s - tostered as No. 12); apparently clearance 
resfridloos prohibited occess. II was 100 big 10 IiI. 

II is certain thot the 1922 bloze, which leveled the 
bond saw and planing mills, significantly delayed 
compleflOn of the new shop and foundry/pallern 
house complex.. By the lime work resumed. the first of 
numerous rOYo'er sladders hod been acquired; thus. 
as completed. the north boy's upper end sported a 
pair of hlJge doors to accommodate these laU steam­
pay/eled logging devices. 

The 'SO-yeor shop' was built of lhe some surplus 
World Wor I corrugoled sheel melal from Fort Meade, 
Wid used for lhe 1921 mill boiler house and a new 
hoy/groin storage facUhy Uodoy's C05S Showcase). 

Ruins of the big Cass Mill 

on Ine rlgnl sloe 01 I 
First of the complex 
mill (at right), ,., -, 

Brick fire woll remolns 

Shown above is the 'long side' of the double bandsaw 
mill as it appeared 24 years ago. The carriage ran 
back and forth on its 'shotgun feed' (left foreground), 
with the band saw itseH formerly situated in middle 
frame. Fire leveled the bandsaw mill in 1982; four 
years earlier the planing mill and flooring storage build­
ings went up in smoke. 

Phil Bagdon, CSRR Stale Park's Seasonal Historian 
and 32·year veteran of Ihe Cass Experience, had big 
fun while exploring and photographing the mill com­
plex between 1974 and 1976. looking back somewhal 
in horror, he is thankful not have 'bought the farm' by 
falling through a soft, rotted lIoor. 

Statement of Policy Regarding The Equal Opportunity 
To Use Facilities and Participate In Programs 

1' 15 the polky of the West Vlrginio Division 01 NaMal 
Resources 10 prcMde its ladifies, occanmodallons, 

saNlces and programs 10 011 persons w~houI regord to 
5el(, fOce, color, age. religion. natloncl orlgln. or dlsabilly. 
Proper licenses. regislraUon and ampllon:e with olflclol 
rules and regulations ore the only sources 01 reslric:IJoris 

for facility use Of program jXlrfldpatlon. 
The West Virg!nia OMsial of Natural Resources 

Is on equal opportunity employer: 

Cass ShOp & t'fIore 
lop at lhe Morning lour 

Behind-the-scenes Shop lour P.M. 

Locomotive repair and maintenance requlremenls 
lor a steam ICHrood call for nol only a well­
equipped facility but also on experienced shop 
sloll. The Cass Scenic Railroad is blessed with both. 

Throughout the year there is ocl\vily hele ~ during 
the all season, rood crew personnel - conduclOls, 
engineers and firemen - ioin the regular shop 
employees to comprise a l4-mon work lorce 

Presently, lormer Western Maryland NO.6 \CSRR's 
Big Six!. the losl Shay buill and second lorges\ ou\­
shopped by limo locomolive Works 01 limo, Ohio, 
is undergoing finol reassembly. 

Upcoming project 5 include: 0 replacement Hue 
sheet lor original Coss Shay No 5 [bum in \905 and 
currenlly on Shop Track No. 'II; oil-Io-cool grole 
conversion 01 ex-Feather River Shay No 3 (pur­
chase agreement was recenl1y announced, ship­
ment from California pending); 0 new boIler lot 
Heisler NO. 6; and lop-Io-boHom renovotion of ex­
Moore Keppel Lumber Co. Climax NO.6. 

Todoy's shop was placed inlo service during 1976. 
four years aher fire destroyed the 1923 complex 
The adjocenl car shop was erected In 1973 to meet 
the interim repolr needs, 

There's more 10 lhe Top of the Morning Tour ond 
Behind-fhe-scenes Shop Tour, P.M than on Inler­
prelalion of the shop: the saga of locomollve repair 
is port of a walking tour which Includes a look 01 
lhe mill ruins and an array of motive power and 
rolling slock on the yard's dead line. 

Please refer 10 This Week At Cass lovailable In 
brochure form at lhe depollfcket officel for!he five­
day-a-week schedule. All supplementary pro­
grams are offered free of charge. 

Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 
Cass, Wesl VIrginia 
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Coss ScentC Railroad , , ' Pork programs for a different kind of West Virginia slate park 
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ISpnxocOO I~ YoU or B asked 10 wo lch your slep and keep labs on all small children! 

.' [ 1 ~ j , , , , , , , , , 
5O-foo evelhead clone ' 

CSRR Mainline 

Machining Boy: 
Lathes. wheellothe, dr ill presses, 
shoper, radial arm drilt hacksaw, 

milling machine, etc. I ____ _ _ ____________________ _ J 

/ Shay 'Big 6' 

a shOp frock No. 1 tl 

I .....- ....- Shay No. 5 

====~F-cJt shop Trock No. 2 

~ 10-100 overhead ' fone 

Active Power 

What's 
In 

the 
Shop 

Shay No_ 2 (dn 3320, 1928). lima Pacific Coast model - 96 
ux." S!4"!mealed: the only PC buill as a wood-burner: logic 

klenced its conversion to oil before operation in British 
CoUTixa as Mayo Lbr. Co. No. 4: then Lake logging Co., 
l1d. No. 5, Western Forest Industries No.5, and Railway 
A(Jpiarces Research (Vancouver Wharfs ltd.) No.114: came 
10 Cass in 1970 and made its operational debut a t Railfan 
Vimend 1972: grates converled lor coal in 1985. 

Shay No.4 (c/n 3189.1922). 70-lons'; originally Birch Valley 
Lbr. Co .. Tioga (Nicholas County), No, 5; involved in a run ­
away which killed lour; came to Cass in 1943 as Mower Lbr. 
Co. NO,4 and was not only the last logging Shay but also the 
lirst road engine 01 the Cass Scenic A.A.; in 1993 a thorough 
shopping was completed; with the track to Bald Knob 
expected to reopened in October, No.4 will serve as the 
pusher (helper) engine. 

Shopped Power 

Shey No. 6 (eln 3354, 1945). Lima class 150-3, superheat - roster for two futl operating seasons; due back on Ihe road, 
ed, the last and second largest Shay built; plans of 'Cass No. working the Cass-Wh~taker turnarounds, in September. 
12' - ., rts original. 154-ton° 3-truck lorm - were used as Shay No.5 (c/n 1503, 1905). 80 Ions'; came to Cass new 
foundabonal design; pulled coal on Ihe Western Maryland's for Ihe Greenbrier & Elk Aiver A.A. , W.Va. Spruce lbr. Co:s 
Chaffee Sranch lor only a few years; displayed in Baltimore railroad out of Gass - the oldesl and Iongesl operating Shay 
at the 8&0 Railroad Museum lor over 25 years before com- here; its cylinders were cracked in 1958 while serving the 
log here in 1980 (in a Iong·term trade for Shay No. 1 and Gass mill's dry kiln p lant as a steam source, thus was lnop­
POtter 0-4-01 No. 714); in 1981, oper.ated for the f irst lime in erable when the State acquired the railroad in 1962; aller 
28 yeata: used sparingly until service on Ihe Gass·Du rbin repair, it was placed in service during 1965; lIue sheets are 
Run (1984-85); extensive shopping has removed it from the due lor replacement during the upcoming off-season . 

_ ... , '"'' _ . __ ~,. _ ~..,.. ,,,._. :, '"" ... ,i 
o Factory designation. Engine weighed more in operating cond~ion (coal, water, tools. etc.). 

lhe Dead Une 
Today's dead tine lfack cain!! 11110 e;c,ISUmce 
In \973 when Ihe coaling siding was Ollttend. 
ed. ~he upper end 01 the Irack. now used tor 
parking excursion lrains was Mower Lumber 
Co:s dead line, where priof \0 scrapping. No. 
\ 2. Ihe largest Shay ever to operate lin 1933 
converted 10 a foul-Iruck - 'Class D' - model 
weighing 197 tons), and No. 13 l an ex-C&O 
ISO-Ion lour·trucker) sal lor about 15 years. 

In order from the lower end of the sidIng are; 

Heisler No. 6 (cln 1591.1929). 90 Ions' ; one 0\ 
Ihe largesl units oul-shopped by Heisler 0\ Erle, 
Pa.; orl9in811y served Hog Hollow 11e Co. 01 
New Bethlehem, Pe., then spenl over 25 years 
in Greenbrier County worlling as Meadow Rivel 
Lbr. Co. No.6; came 10 Can under lis own 
powel In 1966 and debuled on Ihe CSRR In May 
1966; a boiler Ihal lalled Inspeclioo places It out· 
ol-servlce un1i11996. 

Shay No. 36. (c/n 2804, 1916). 70 Ions'; nrsl 
operated by an Alabama logger, then spent 
many years In West Virginia - ftrst with Raleigh 
Lbr. Co. (Glen MOIgan), then W.M. Ritter LDr. 
Co. (O)(ley and Maben); In 1942, moved by 
Ritter to Tennessee where 11 leter hauled coal as 
Brlmstone R.R. No. 36; cerna In poor condition 
to Cass nine years ago; because ol lis size end 
age, likely to remain on Ihe dead nne fOI years. 

Climax No. 9 (sfn 1551, 1919).70 Ions'; bu1lt by 
Climax Locomotive Works of Corry, Pa. lor 
Randolph County's Moore Keppel Lumber Co. 
es ils No.6 and lasl used to move coal on the 
Middle Fork Railroad; came \0 Cess (1970) In 
ragged shape and subsequently ceught In the 
shop fire; a boiler found In Ceneda combines 
with the shop lorce's long-runnIng Interest In 
Iack1lng this prolect combine to makes Its luture 
brighter than might be expected; 11 all goes well , 
It is expected to be on the road by 1998. 

Shay No. 7 (c/n 3131, 1920). 70 tons'; IIrst used 
by Raine Lbr. Co. at Cloverllck (Pocahontas 
County), then durlng an extended period oper· 
ated by Meadow River lbr. Co.; came 10 Cass 
on its own power in 1964 and enlered service 
the nexl year; hasn't tun since 1972. 

Baldwin 2-8-0 Rod Loco No. 61 2 (c/n 69858. 
1943) Built for the U.S, Arrrr/ Transportation 
Corp ~nd operated al Fort Eustis, Virginia unll! 
1971, when it came to Cass: this 'Consolidation 
has never run here (until the 1985 IIood which 
ended Cass-Durbin Runs, was considered Ideal 
as the water level roule's luture power). 
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_ ~- 2-sJOfy structures housed 
MXId awws. whie sma. shanties - like 
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,...,1CIIOn 01 camp uans ended the use 01 
lU' . ~. but the use 01 small shanties 10 

• s.' • ..,k2 WOtkets - such as rhe riler (who 
.. saws aM axes sharp) - continued 
,. trW 's dosure 10 June 1960. 
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High-line Aeria l Skidding 

dor' to operate 
east 01 Anjoan In June 1956 . 
coa l lender and the company's 
Is spotted lor luel rosupply . 

Photo by Wnlly Johnson, MSA&LHA 1993 Clllendat 

Introduced on the Cass logging job by Wesl Virginia 
Pulp and Peper Co .. 'portable high steel spar' (tower) 
skidders initially reached limber that was inaccessible 
10 horse teams (due to terrain and/or distance) . Five 
seco nd-hand steam skidders were acquired by 
WVP&PCo between 1922 and 1928. Skidding became 
the primary means 01 moving logs to rail loading sites 
after Mower lumber acquired the operation in 1942. 
The final 'set' was located al Old Spruce. after deplet­
ing timber atop Bald Knob in June 1960. 

Tower skidders were used by several of the larger 
West Virginia rail-logging enterprises. Although all 
remaining 'Cass skidders' were scrapped in late 1960 
and early 1961, the State Park is blessed w ith a truly 
beefy example - built by Meadow River lumber from 
'stock parts' in 1944 and donaled by that company's 
successor. Georgia-Pacific CorporatIOn , in 1972. 

Rigging to bring., logs 

~~ 
~----~ 
I. Multiple logs olloched 

$kidder at log landing -+-- 10 choker cho.,s 

fn a Cass-related skidder diagram, a 'trip of logs' is en 
route to the railroad landing from the tail tree. Meadow 
River No.1. the display's skidder. was capable of bringing 
in logs at a minimum of 50 feet 011 the ground from up to 
3,000 feet away. 

From Logging South Choat: The His/ory 
01 the Snowshoe Lands by George Deike 

.- .~- ... . ... ... ,nnf\' I nnlP"\ 1,J,'l'Ie~ 

Cass: Where Hislor~ Comes Ali~e\ 

Whittaker Camp No.1 

Whittaker Camp NO.1, new for 1996, compli­
ments your memorable steam-powered ride 
over a former logging railroad wilh a glimpse 
into the heart of the matter - the high-volume 
limbering which spawned Ihe once-immense 
roil operafion lat its peak more lhan 130 miles 
of mainline and woods spur trockl. 
This display offers nol only a look. 01 rail-Iog-
9in9 equipment. but also relates the rouline 
workaday lives af those stalwart men who 
labored in the woods and thus made West 
Virginia's tumultuous lumbering era possible. 

An Interpretive commentary is offered five 
days a week.; at other times, C5RR passen­
gers are invited to explore Camp No. llnde­
pendenlly via interpretIve signs which affer an 
overview of life in the woods and techniques 
for bringing in saw logs . 

Cass Scenic Railroad Slale Park 
Cass. West Virginia 

for a different kind of West VIrginia state 



fating the 59 yeoI' lumbering heritage of the Cass Scenic Railroad, 1901 - 1960 ass 
The foft ...... ra camp trains 

...... "'1 s ... 
,.... .. 8IuI» 

, 

;5. d!_ men,han 40 ~rs of occupying two­
.. ~ bn.+oa~t!f$, rugged 'Woodhtcks' work­
'9 on .... Cess rob bund lhemselves adopting to [] 
N'W ..""., d accommodations. Soon afler Mower 
hI'!'tIW ~ boughl 001 the Coss operation, 
~ ,' • .0. - ' 'M! new general manager - instiluled 
.:r.o aor:ans 10 CUI expenses. Weber come from 
~ :>"'\18' lJJmbet Company. based in Rainelle, 
Gwo b .. County. where this housing proclice hod 
~ ndVed Illhe early 19305. 
n.Cossshopcomnenced work on the camp sets in 
let e 1~4': 0"" oi17 COl'S were constructed from for­
!!'!if Ioggng lkD::ors IkJwef ccmp troins consisted of 
). 11>-% b..Int cars. 0 lobby car, dining car and kitchen 
fer ~ 1945 ond 1958, there were two camps 
" t4*'u'u .. ; rhen. bt the /osl two years of roil-Iog­
?t"9. ''Jeo-e remr:med one moveable grouping. 

me lost O"rgtlaJ camp car, No. 419, now 0 combined 
iODbyJb..n; tendering, joins a facsimile created in 
: 980 and dispJayed as a combined kitchen/dining cor. 

[] tltoNel (ornp, C. 
PhU Bagdon CoIlec;Ikln 

In brief: The Whittaker camp No. 1 Display 

2 -...;: _ 5 7 t i 3:----... )'" ,, ~o i '_:, I) J 
I. Representative Shonry 

2 Filer's Shanty 

Whilloker Comp No 1 15 on 
on-9~ project ~h­

be!Jdes Q1onls. and gellE!fDUS 
prlvole IlnandoL 5tJppoIl_ 
hos invol'loolhousoods 01 

Volunlel?l' hO\Jl's by lTM:!mbe!s 
of lhe Coss-bosed Mountain 

Slote RollfOOd II. logging 

3, Surveyor/Cruiser's Shanty 

) j /f 
4. Kitchen/Dining Car 

5. Lobby/Bunk Cor HlslorlUll Assoc;ic.Uon. 

6. Diesel Log Looder and 
Skeleton Sleel Log Cor 

lnletprelive sel'llces Ole \ 
provided ., alfiLiolioo wiln 

Parked scenic 
rail rood lrain / 

7. Standard Steel Log Flo/cor 
8. Four-wheel Logging 

Caboose 

lhe Wesl Virginia Universltv 
I)eporlmenl of History's PobH(. 

Hls10fY Program. 

1 "'" 
9, Lidgerwood 5kidder 

/0, Future Coal Tender 

For Informotion oboul \ 
MountaIn 510te RoDrood I!. 
togging HislQflcol Assoc., 
please wlile P.O. Box 89, 

~ ........ ¥' .-........--..-....... 
,.,r' 

Coss, WV 24927. 

Rail Equipment Roster 
KitchenlDining Cor (4). Built from one 01 the remaining 
Cass logging lI atca rs. this is on adaptation al lhe kitchen 
and dining cars of Mower lumber Co. camp Irolns. 

Camp Cor No. 419 151. A lormer West Virginia Pulp & 
Paper Co. logging flal fabricated inlo a bunk cor by 
Mower lumber Co:s Cass shop in early 1945, No. 419 wos 
POri of Ihe 1051 camp Iroin In 1960. 115 side door was 
added in 1969 while serving as CSRR's 'sand house: 

Diesel Log Loader (601. Buill in 1939 by Meadow River 
lumber Co:s shop in Rainelle, Ihis large, powerful 'long 
tree' device was aclive unli11970; it come to Cossin 1972. 

Skeleton Steel Log Car 16bl. One 0124 such cars donoled 
10 CSRR in 1972, Meadow River lumber 'B-12' now carries 
the log loader. Many of Ihe curren t excursion cars were 
buill from Ihese MRLbrCo steel skeleton log cars. 

Standard Steel Logging Flatcar (71. This 40-1001 fl ol. used 
by Elk Ri'ver Cool & lumber ond its successors, wos one of 
severol cars dono ted by Georgia-Pacific Corp. in 1967. For 
oboullwo decodes it served as 0 Bold Knob oll-vveolher 
cor before being retired due 10 0 bod axle. 

Four-wheel Caboose 181. This 'bobber' rode the lear 01 
log Iroins oul 01 Swondole IClay Counly). where lis losl 
owner, Georgia-Pocilic Corp" was preceded by W.M, 
Riller lumber and Elk Ri'ver Cool lie lumber companies 
Buill In Ihe 18805 and believed to be 01 Coal lie Coke 01 
Bollimore & Ohio anceslry, n was donated in 1964. 

Lidgerwood 5kidder 191. Home-buil! by lhe Roinelle shop 
hom lidgerwood paris In 1944, Meadow Rivel lumbef Co 
No. l's service ended when il lailed boiler Inspeclion In 
1966; II came 10 Coss six years loler, Double-heading 
Shoys brOllghllhe Udgerwood to Whilloker in 1993, con· 
sideroble work remains, including raising the tower 

5kidder Tender (l0). A representative cool-supply cor lot 
the skldder Is slated to be Installed here In the near future 

Wood Logging Flolcor. There were over 200 of these 40· 
1001 flats used at Coss by West Vlrginlo Pulp & Peper dUI­
ing lhe lumbering heyday. Pori ollhe original CSRR excur­
sion train and Ihe only extant 'nallve' log cor, II is CUllent­
Iy spoil ed on Ihe old company store siding lead In Cass 
awaiting resloration by MSR&LHA volunteers 

Theo.odUne 
CianIe' .. to ..... I.tII;. __ ~ ... -.L 

Solely First Is proc1lced here: You are asked to watch yOur step and keep labs an all small childrenl 

Iiams 
lie Palk 
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.......... ~ o.'....g • tho Top Of The 
-e '- ......... _Slbtg:Jw "'*' shops. YiUors 

.... eo. '~ t-Q .....an ..... bH!g pre­
~ lt6l. I\'WI. tw""e d day has been a 

.. .....,....::; ...... Rfipresef'llalrve of the 
--.' ~ R'W!" lurmer HeISler No.6 

bId'., 19n 

' •• on ,'IS~" )'At.lhe Cass Town Walk's pop­
lIr!yCO"!'I'W.IeIIIQ9'ow ThIS seasorls guide. Philip 
~~ was blW"I by the Cass history bug back in 
'iI65 Gr'I M MCOnd ""'10 the CSRR and has been 
~~o; myti'l from (eaity ever SInce; his grasp 

l'" ir.A fw;oty' is both i'lSighlful and enter tain­
,~ The n. 0' based on personal research, Ylil h· 
OUT 're-~'1C.8 10 prl!W:lUS t"'Nfl walk presentalions. 

~mt of Potity Regarding lhe Equ.' Opportunity 
To u.. ~ Ind p.,Ueipllle In Programs 
.. e.'~ pQIIcyd IN! \loIestV.gm ~ 0I 110luroi 

r 1'tOJI'~"'lllO prOo"Oe .~ ~ occommodollons. servk.es 
G'w:I ~s bdl pe'-'OflJ wllhoul regard 10 5eX. 100e. 
~. ovr. ttl;r.ln. MlICnoI ~ or disobiIly Proper 
~ 'er}lSlfllllcn and ~ wi1h oUidet rule~ 
one; '.."..,,1'11) are the eriy SOUIte!. 01 re:;IrktioM lor 

lodIty 1M! or prt9'111'1'\ parlldpolion 
n. Vel v.grid [lHI • .i'Jn of Uarl)l'alltesoII'C(!:$ls on 

f!OUIIIIIOPQflunll1 e~' 

Whittaker Camp No.1 

New at Whittaker Station 

Despile losing opero~on on the upper holf of the ( ass Hili 
to Jonuary's flood (resumplion of service to Bold Knob is 
expected in October!. there is slill a memorable ride 
awaiting you on the CSRR - to Whilloker Sta tion, site of 
the new Whittaker Camp No.1 display. Ra il equipment 
and structures representing various facets of V'Jest Vi rginia 
logging can now be inspeded during the 20·minut e stop. 
An interpreter leads tours Monday throvgh Friday of the 
comp cars and shanties, diesellooder, 4·wheel caboose 
and steam-powered lidgerwood lower skidder. 
lM1iltoker Camp No.1 is on on· going proiecl which has 
involved thousands of volunteer hours by members of the 
Mounloin State Rail road and loggIng Historical 
Assodotian, a non-profit organization based in Casso 

Diesel log loader at 
wor\( near Anjean, 

Graanbrier County, 
in I95S torthe 
Meadow River 

l1lmberCo. 

Ph%by 86rnllfdK61n 
COOrlM)' Eric Mundy. 

lrom ,he MSRtJ-IA 
1993 caAtlnd/U 

Roi\rood 
porI<. progroms for a different 

Cass: Where \-liS\or~ Comes lIIive\ 

This Week A' Cass 

Free Supplementary Programs 
of Cass Scenic Railroad State Park 

August 5-11 ,1996 



Cass Scenic Railroad ... Pork programs for a different kind of West Virginia siate porI<. 

0.' behInd ,he scenes with st. am Explore an old lumber mHl town 

rop or Tho Momlng Tour 
• /II..", TIJIiIJC. 1\ ~1 

~.., l,..'". ~mnuftt. "'rtthl II-..//.mg 
...,., ,\ ... ,. ...... ""., '"' Gt:wJl mind f1PI/'r~ 1\'(1( 

fIIDM a"f'I'II'V ... 
,~ dxN IN CoSJ bnbef nllA. once one of rho 

SI:IIIt'l:oUl' ~ double bonds<nv and planing 
mil b;e. os :wtond boor to Ine logging opera­
b'I"S P"fTVl' ~ d Jum,ishlng sprvce pufp-.vood 
~ 10 "'" 'fOrd. VIo't! wotch Shoys bel'ng pre­
PQIW'4 ;rcJ dcKUSS 'her fosdoating design Moving 
en 110 IN dIod Ina. we bok 01 a Helsfer cnd Climax 
t .......... e. ,~ ccwnpo:e these geared engines 
.... .,., f o'110 Shcrts and a rod engine. 
A.~ :xd.:ng iIwde the rot shop. we enter a world 
of 9*0' -.:xl deighl No lWO days Ote Ihe some 
In5de 011 rntWI repair fociify. 
>esIirl'). 162-m monster Shay, "Big 6- (ex-Western 
.'oIa'rtnI is Lndergoing final assembly ofler heavy 
si'Ioppl'l9 Besides pausing 10 wolch the work on No. 
6 we r'1$Ded orlginaf 1905 (ass Shoy, No.5, and Ihe 
n:,,:n.l"I'lOdInng boy 
'Eowng lne days odIve power come 10 lif e and 
sw~ lhe yard rounds oullhe tour. 

Behlnd-rhe-scenes Shop Tour. P.M. 
1:45 - Mon, Thurs 

For !~ lJ"IObie 10 'eariy-bird-W Isee above! Ihis 
SS-tl'WJte woI\; is a repeal progrom, except ihere 
ore no sreomin'. smokin'Shoys. The tOUf is limited to 
' S parkvisibrs. so please sign up at the tickel office. 

"', lhe Ume at Ihis 'company 
phok( In 1923, the second Coss 
lumber mill Idecidedly tjgh­
lech ''11 IS erol hod lusl been 
WfTVlefed and wes operoling 
11 hou s daly exc.epI SoocIoy 

~ IIf1OIO ond!Qp l ight bom 
kJtJ9inq Soutb Cheal 

Tiwollk""y ellM ~ 
laJds brr ~ge Deb: 

- You are 

Cass Town Walk 
, 10 ' - Sun. Frl, So / 
3: fO' - Sti lllrcJny 

5:05' - MOf), Thurs, Frl, Sun 

Meet on /lIe Cass Country 
Store steps 3D-minute, Ilalf­
mile swing througlJ tile old 
company town built be/ween 
1902 and 190B. 

Coss was the heodquarlels 
and focus of one of the 100gest 
lumbering operallons In the 
state. learn about this isolated 

---

industria l town's history, view its prominent structures, 
and heOl about what life was like here 80+ years ago. 
A tour brochure is provided lor supplementary infor­
mation about Old Cass and the polk's on-going ren­
novotion of the former company town, placed In 1981 
on the National Registry of Historicol Places. 

• These lours coincIde wllh the Cass Showcase pro­
gram's conclusion and are thus sub/eet to a 5-10 
minute delay whenever a train returns /ote; kindly 
wail for your guide on Ihe Cass Country Siore porch. 

Every-other Saturday 
this season, long out 
of S8f\'k:e Shay No. 7 is 
bock In sleom - 01 
leosl on screen In the 
Cass Scenic Railroad 
Early Years slide show. 
IP. Sogdon photo. 19681 

Cass Scenic Railroad Early Years 
7:30 p.m. -Saturday 

Meet in Ihe Cass Community Cenler (Front 
Street) for this 50-minute slideshow featuring 
1964-69 period images by Ihe tale Vincent 
Bagdon: other views, narration by Phil Bagdon . 

Celebrating long-gone views which mode the CSRR 
so special during its first decode, this proglam 
investigates 0 rather unsung aspect 01 roil-related 
history. Journey bock 10 the 1964-75 period and see 
the ol iginal equipment, old shop, intact mm, Shay 
No.7, Mower lumber camp train cors, and more. 

There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 6-7 

Cass Interpretive Programming 
Wesl Virginia Parks have Irodilionolly offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal nolUrolists. The 
Coss Scenic Railroad and lhe old mill town - his· 
torlc subjecls Ihol they are - (011 lor a differenl 
spin. Philip Bogdon Is CSRR Slate Pork's 5eaSOnOI 
His/orion. A devotee 01 Coss history 101 over 30 
yeolS, Phil has conlributed his extensive leseorch 
to severot publi(OIions and archIves In 1976, while 
in l erviewlng oid-limers ossociated with the log-
ging and roilloed era, he resided in Cass and 
served as a CSRR II00n (ommen loIOl. 

10 watch your sle p ond keep tobs on all small children! 
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Cass SCenl' Railroad ... Park programs fo r a different kind of West Virginia slale park 

f,l)iI.i .. IO.[ 

lopO!"'" MornIng Tour 
• "'"" 1\ ~!idlty 

;,,~j ,~_~ '""*"""/("'9 
""' ... _JIll u~ 0.. ••. '1', "w'CI gto.lll"9 Wt!t 

~ t!'W (om ~ ,."., onco one of The 
.. ~~_.ofr~bondsoWoodplonln9 
~ en ~ boOr 10 The loggi"9 opera­

..". ... ~ ~ oI~ spruce pulpwood. 
~ 1P ... .,ard "" .. wol(h Shoys being pre­

Id"N trd c,JrSCUS$ t~· b$cinoli"9 design Moving art. _diad ..... we took at Q He:isIef and crrmox 
bar1aI ..... "'-" a:wr.pcws l/'Iese geared engines 
~ "-O.91ays end Q 2-a..o rod engine. 4-'" tJL!OI,.."9 '$de rna COl shop, we enter Q world 
d .,.,. 'ead daIght No TWO days ore Ihe some 
~ 011 I"'I3in repel" rocIGy 
~, 162-m monsfer Shay, -Big 6- [ex-Western 
,,~. :5 ~degGlllQ fmal assembly ofler 0 /'No­
~-io"I9 hti!t:Ny shopping. Besides pausing to watch 
.... 1IfIIID'ton "kL6. we inSpecl 0(igioo11905 Cass Shay, 
,0.,(1 5. crd liE nrl1er fo.scinotng machining boy, 

't'ewng ttle day's ocffve power come 10 life and 
SW.k1'l lhe yard I'OIKlds oullhe lour. 

Behind-the-scenes Shop Tour, P.M. 
150 - Monday and Saturday 

;g 1i'xJ5e unable 10 'eorly-bird-W (see above!. this 
S;':"'VIJ'ie Yd: is 0 repeal program, except there 
oret'lOSfeorrJn'. smokin' Shoys. The lour is limited 10 
'5 pc3f\ VISItors, so please sign up allhe lid.el office. 

oCT ,he luneotrM 1923 'compo­
". ohaIo.- The ~econd lumber 
triM ~x fdec ldedly high­
tilth lor its eral hod IUS! been 
(~ed ond was operaTing 
n hcus daly eT..c.ept Sunday 

Cass Town Wal k 
'5'- Wed, Thor, Fri, Stln 

" . 10 - SlItllrdllY 
5 to'- Mon, Wed, Tlwrs. Slin 

A·'ool all Ille Cass' Country 
Store sleps for 8 4D·minule, 
half· mile swing Ihrougll Ille 
old company town. 

Cass was Ihe heodquorl ers 
and focus of one ollhe largest 
lumbering operaTions in Ihe 
state. learn about this isolal­
ed induslrial lawn's history, 
view its prominent struc lures. and hear about what life 
wos like here 80+ years ago during the boom period. 

_ These fours coincide wilh fhe Coss Showcase pro­
gram's conclusion and are thus subiec! to a 5-/0 
minule delay whenever a Irain relurns late; kindly 
wail for your guide on the Cass Counfry Slore porch. 

About the cover ... 
ThIs gorgeous piece of on apPeOred 
for four years as the cover of the 
pork's brochure, beginning In 1964. 
TechnIcally accurate 10 the point of 
Intriguing hardcore 'gearheads: It 
depicts the front end business side of 
Shay No.5. one of Ihe three surviving 
original locomotives 10 work here -
and the oldesllbulll for West VirginIa 
Spruce Lumber Co:s Greenbrier & Elk 
Railroad In 1905). 

Cass SceniC Railroad Early 'fears 
7:00 -Saturday 

Meet in the Cass Community Center (on Fronl 
Street) for this 60-minute slide presentation fe8-
turing images by the late Vincent Bagdon: other 
views and narration by Phil Bagdon. 

Ce\ebroling long-gone views which mode Ihe CSRR 
so special during its firsl decode, this program 
investigates a rather unsung aspect of rail-related 
history. Journey back 10 the 1964-75 period ond see 
the original equipment. old shop, Intact mill, Shay 
No. 7, Mower lumber camp train cars, and more, 

There will be no programs on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. August 20-21 

Coss Interpretive Programming 
Wesl Virginia Stole Parks have IrodHianally offered 
exceptional programs by seasonal nalUralists. The 
Coss Scenic Railroad cnd lhe old milltown - hls-
tanc subjects thot they ore - call lor a dilferenl 
spin. Phiip Bogdon Is CSRR Slote Pork's Seasonal 
Historian. A devotee of Coss history 'Of over 30 
years, Phi! has conlriboled his extensive research 
10 several publicatioos and archives, In 1976, wh~e 
interviewing old-timers assoclaled with the lag-
ging and railroad era, he resided In Cass and 
served as a CSRR Iroin commentotor 

state pork 

, 



• 

c- .. 

..;..\!;;:" 
-~ - ,-....-... ............ ........ "' .. 
_dN 

-.~ _.-
, .. ~(;;rp foAl , ~y 

__ o-.c:.~ "' I" ,,~ .. , wood."""" 
.., _..--:, w..I \...". "'*' PIrp« CO, ......... _ -"'" .,., w.o-....,...,. tulle 

_ ........ ~, It'OI» ., -') 1iWS.. No. ... ,0 
_ .... __ ~ __ '" f1II5Q tIt.,.dQof 10'.' 
.,.._ ........ ~. CSRR", ~ nou. •.. 
'" ...... ~ r;-.- c. ,I,bwer Iog"- No. 110 
...,.. -.,_4_109"""" br ...... ,. ~ears 
~ po "~ _ "'-' Jar fn t'Indenng. bul1t In 
....... ,.. ... N 0ftjlII"'III caTIP u.in dsplay. 

-...-StMIlDg c.. 0... 0124 IUCh C8IS dona ted 
• c::5JIff ,. 'P2. ~ ,..,..,. LUI'l'Iber '6-12' now 

... a.wIog .... ~.r~No. l . 

....... "*-. RtQoMdy acqJired c. 1957 by 
!UIlDo-k ' a..y RR. 1rum Cherry Rlver Boom 
,~ _ _ oI-.fl11 c:a-s donated by Pinstofl 
~ C. Ire ,.10 F06 ~ 20 YUI$ II served as a 
dIOMd ~ ~ car belOte o.!ng retired 
~ d ~ 01 ,",,-",s 10 role' bearing. 

'"-'......, e.a~~ ... Suit ~ hi 1880s and beneved 
ID be 01 CoIf' Cob or Bai*notfl & Ohio ances!1y. this 
'bcIooer" II:Ide N r_ of log 1nIin, oul 01 Swandale 
c.reon" ." Eli: RN-rCoill & Lumber and lucas­
Kn - WM ~ UIrrtMw and GeorgUt·Pacific Corp. 
~ '" l i6oo1 Uf G-P. UMId on relJ/an charters for 
....... J'WI'I,. CItIQIheIy IOSlMed as No. 8. 

~ Log ~. 8:JII by Meadow Rivel lumber 
Co -. ,.;,op '" 10 TIn; beefy 'long tree' device was 
... ...,. 1910;. cam. 10 Can" 1972. 

(ldDI wood ~. HometJo!U from lidgerwood 
PM:tUf ~Riv ... l.JHmerCo. in 1944. Its seIVlce 
...,.,....., It Wed boIer rn.p.,;tion in 1968; it came 
lei c.t ... ~'I8IM. OoubI&-heading Shays brought 
fie t.iclv-wood 10 'Ir'hit!abr i'1 '"3. 

Sources other than personal feseorch: 
Irit 8oMey, George Oai;e, Donny Sekiomtldge, 

Sud CosseI. .10M CcweI, Red McMafion 
oar,., s./domtfdga, Wayne Cosset, Rex Cassel, 

I!Ichard Spcri:.s. JoIvllOloton, George Fizer 

H ] 11 n & ,MO_' 
(U",tllI' CO 
k.lamm gt, 
No . • ' 7on 
mil uppe' 
rhlJfl I""d, 

Aug,,,, 1968. 

ClJrs Dismsnlled or Des/royed 
(conlJnued Irom inside) 

Mow .... lumber log nat. (2). No. 127 and anothel car (num· 
ber unknown) Wefe dismantled In 1970 . 

Wood CombIne. BuHalo Claek & Gauley X· I5 (kllchen 9I'Id 
dlnin9 ca, lor worldralns); donated by Pittston Coet Co. In 
1967; sleganl 1660s-era car which Iosl liS rool and roUed 
down; remaIns 01 the car (parllally burned) sil on Iho uppar 
end 01 the Gre9l'!brier dead line. 

Sleel Combine. Bullalo Creek & Gauley X-16; formerly 
P&nnsvlvanle & Aeadlng Seashore Unes: porthole windows 
and open vestibule; acquired 1970; scrapped 1973 . 

Steel Bago-ge eer. Bullalo Creek & Gauley X-17; same ori­
gins/style as X- 16; acquired 1970, scrapped 1973. 

SO·ton A .A,A. Stool Hopper. Buffalo Creek & Gauley; 
acqulled 1970, scrapped 1972. 

Work train weier cer. 8&0 X·l023. a sleam tender mounted 
on a 40-1001 steel nal; arrived 1966, scrapped 1972. 

Steel Gondola. Chesapeake & Ohio No. 29264 (ex-Hocking 
Valley); acquired In 1970, scrapped In 1972. 

Gars Disposed To Other Railroads 
Steel combine. BaltImore & Ohio branchline model; last 
used In wOrXIra ln service as car X-4072; acquired In 1967 
(broult'll back from Sirawberry Festival in Buckhannon); con­
veyed to the Hocking Valley Scenic R.R. In 1972. 

HOlpltal Cau. An undetermined number of these U.S . 
Army cars (127), previously used on the Graenbrler River 
excursions from Cass to Ronceverte, Were brought In by the 
local freight In 1976 and stored on the C&O siding above the 
water towel (">day's Greenbrler deadline spur); removed 
prior to the C&O's closure In 1978. 

My.lery C&Q Ca.chel. (3) Donated possibly as early as 
1962 lor use on the excursion railroad (they would not take 
the curves but they wera freel); branchfine-style coaches, 
not heavy welg,l; disposed during 1965. 

Cass Scenic Railroad , _ . 

Cass Scenic Railroad 

Equipment Roster 
(A\\- lime) 

by Philip Bagdan 
Seasonal Historian, 1996 

(ass Scenic Railroad Slo1e Par\<. 

Excursion Car Fleet 
(There are 15 available excursion cars in 1996) 

No. 1. Standard Closed Plallorm. Converted Irom one of 
Ihe four SWandale logging nats In 1970 Into Bald Knob 
'cinder car (orlginally No. 12): received a roof In 1993. 

NOl. 2·4. Bald Knob All-weather. BuHt from ex-Elk River 
Coal & Lumber stool logging nats In 1967 as Nos. 13·1S: 
renumbered In 1988. 

NOl. 5-8, 11 ·13, 15. 'Second-generation' Closed Plallorm. 
Former Meadow Alver Lumber B-series skeleton log cars. 

NOl. 9, 14. End Units. B&O cabooses - 3O-100t wood, 
slael frame, acquired by &aflalo Creek & Gauley (C-l I 1 
and C-119). Donated by Pltlston Coal In 1970. Lellering as 
Ihey came to CSRR: C-l11 for BC&G. C-119 for 8&0). 
Relalnad origlnal numbers until 1966. 

No. 10. Open Platform. Former Meadow Alver B-serias 
skeleton log car. The lasl 01 the 'clnder cars: 

Cabooses 
Ch"'pellke & Ohio 90788. Standard wood model 
(reportedly 1926-type) donated In 1966. 

MtIItdow Rfvw Lumber 3. Standard C&O wood (1924); 
Meadow River Lumber Co .. Raine •• ("rved one the lasl 
log train In W.Va; donated by Georgl,·Pacific In 1972; 
racalved top-to-bottom repair In 1996. 

Vilrslon 2.0. seplember 1996 
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f .. · .... h*' .. ,.--; . -"" 11.'. B-1, 8-5, 8-6, 8-10, 
. «1. .110,.'* ""',"31. -.a. 8-301 btouVII d,ec:Uy -L".' .... &11 . 8-1 4, 8- 18, B-22) 

~ __ . _ ____ .. h 0-0.. u..r. T......,.,.1n Franit. 
...,....., .. , ~ tIIiIO'WWt«! Irot • .ttursion , .,. 
• _ . • !t __ -..:J __ dUMdIn r.ilteo c:har· 

__ _ ... ., ~ ... . ...... C. 8-10 twas earried the 
........ -.;. __ .-a ". .", ,;eo.: 8-1 2 It part 01 
,... ~ 0.-. ' 00 , ~ 8-1. Ms carried Ihe 

• ...,- ....,. r ......., tIoom ean.t.. NIn. additional 
•• .-...c "-'T' W'A ~ of ~ _kICk on Ihe --......... (..un.. ra. Thew --'lDn-styie adapta· 

... - ,' .' . E-» - ~ HMee 8' Meadow Alvsr 

......... t;;o _ .. ao -..:.n. ......, lIS apace, cars 
~........,. b'o; IrN "**M). Research shows 

• -. .......... f .... nn cat. at MALbrCo. 
,.. c-w r". 1f72~ born Georgia-Pacific (se8 

, ~~ tIIr:nd • fie F,.. tannery and have 
a.- .. ....-.!c4 rMr on GtMnbrier dead line. 

FroIgIvCars 
.......... CII lint c.. (2). CSRX 219 a'ld 220; donat· 

.., ~ ....... Of OW-...". ln 1972; uHd oll· road until 
.. ~ ell tw Srwp 2 m 3, peac.d OUloO"Hrvice r,. ""-• .1.0 J'.~ hef.1n '~3. 

....... ~ c.. WVAX318; ec:quired as U.S. 
,.., ..,.". or ~ Bt-.dl YaIIey, uted lor diesel ruel 
~.., c.. r. 11).16; INI'I ~ deantd our and 

·· ...,, ~~ce, 

IiiIIIIIIJ Bocan '". ~ -0-looltteel carl, ., former. 
'I" ~ ..... ~ But .... of Ordinal'lC4l CSt. Julian, 

'\AOf bcw.ea,.. Two~. 'lfe the South Stanch 
RR lrI ,ns. Iour.tj:Uor\III call we,.lhlpp!K1 In the 

, ...... ,..vll I ft";101',",,' , ,', . .. 

~ . ... to, _ _ ~ bt 10 ... In c. •• voW" . ,. IUJ"" ~ 4tJ 
11 4.11 . atlVlI .. :e, _J f· '" In HAD ""'""'0 WIt! 

,.~ IU'nbtI Ik .. ,;",. CIf\ lit. 0"*""",, dill'ItJ lin<! 
. ' . lJ: ·~ Ib l .l<" ~. Cr ..... , No 6100;1' and GI -()fI35~. 
·ltVIIII 100 I. r-l\ttJ .. WNItfIk,at c;.",., NO 1 1m ' Klr-o' 

N4IYY n.k;.". 1'). f\lrtg Ih ... 4G.100I tI ... 'rwm.til • • ' roO­
.rod 'OC1 .,, .. "",.In worklfllln IllkjAt*l1 (et1bbing (1."tnO 
I"Uy IfUi(I, .1<:. ), UWI'I' .,. ".0 oocll llon" I 'I' mluqulII&d. III 
Io9QIin(I l1li1' dumg I.'M eMI1"1 . c.r "00" tilt on Ih. 
e. .. yard dtlld ~n. wilt! 1011«1 (loek. 

Passenger Cnrs 
DIning C .... Ch .. apllllk. & Ohio "FrlllUnc .. Tavam": bought 
by Jck Kane In 106-4 and lna\l1lll1d on !ha old C&O OOuH 
tlJldl 101 op.lOtlon ns the Shoy Inn; aller the fosH ood 
' .... u,." doltd. bIIc:8m, th. Park Superin tendent'. ollk; • • 
Dining Cllr. Chesopeake & Otllo 'Stuart House": brought In 
b)' JKk KOl1ll •• BClcIIlon to hi. Shay Inn aro~ 1967; ustd 
.. part of conalar of Cn,,·Durbin ucurslon.; .Ince 1985 has 
..1VIId III atol8ge apac • • 

Commut.rC.,.. (3) No. 960. No. I?I. and No. 81 "Romney"; 
aU reponedly forme, Central 01 New Jelsey R.R. No. 960 and 
No. (1) come 10 Cass flom Ihe South Branch Valley R.R. In 
1982 (picked up lrom Dulbln tha same tlme as lhe BL-2). No. 
81 "Romney" (*yellow cerj was part of Ihe October 1985 
lCIulpment shlpmenl off the 5BVRR. All used In 1984 and 
1985 on lhe Cass-to-Durbln excursions. No. 960 was modl­
lied for excursion service sans windows. with a single two-­
sided bench exlencling the length 01 Its Inlerior. 

Baggage Cer. Norlolk & Western Ry. 6a9gage and Railway 
Express; acquired by South Branch Valley (No.6 'Fredon'; 
came to Cass In the equipment shlpmenl 01 October 1985 . 

Other Rai/road Equipment 
American Log Loadar. Originally steam-powered, bu~t 
by the American Hoisl Co. 01 51. Paul. Minn .• for Elk River 
Coal & Lumber Co., SWandale, Clay Coonty. Converted to 
diesel . dale unknown. Later served ERC&lCo's successors, 
W.M. Ritter Lumber Co. and Georgia-PacifIC Corp. Donated 
In 1967 by G-P: IlUcked to Cass and placed on the ex­
ERC&lllat which wOlJld become CSRR Open PlaUorm No. 
1 In 1970 (see above): lor years loeder sat alop ex·Mower 
lIat car No. 110 before being moved to Its present host car, 
ex-Meadow River skeleton 8-10. Still used In worX train sltu­
allons (May 1996 cribbing and September 1996 tree-Iall) . 

75·ton Steam Wrecklng Crane. IndusIJ1aJ Brownholst 75-
lon, sell·propelled modal built for lorelgn milltart service; 
Government surplus. never operated except lor boller tes\: 
acquired Spring 1979; Heisler No. 6 ran to Durbin over the 
closed C&O Greenbrier line to pick it up at Durbin. 

C&Q Kitchen Car No. X-999678. WorX train cook car with 
sleeping qusrtera 81 one end. Acquired by South Branch 
Valley A.A.; laler shipped to Cassin October 1985. Rusled 
and In bad condition art Ihe Greenbrier dead line. 

1:\ 

Cars Wifh Questionable Futures 
CSAA Cloetel Platform Hoe. 106 end 107. R8I)OrtacIy 
acquired by Buffalo Creek & Gaotey R.R. IrOll'l Cherry 
Aiver Boom & LuIT'bef In th. tale 1950s. Donated by 
PllIslon Coal Co. In 1970. For aImoel two decadee Ittey 
served as excunlon CIIre before being It Orad Inlitead 01 
conversion 01 trucks 10 roller bearing . 

CSRR Clos.c! pt.t1orm No. 110. One 01 two ex­
Chuapeake & Ohio gondolas donaled by Pit\liton Coal 
Co. In 1970 (operated by aunalo Creek & Gauley In C&O 
lettering); car Irame was rusled. 

Canadian Nallonal Cabooee. Wooden with end cup0-
la. Known 10 be lormerly owned by a ralUan; shipped 
Irom the South Branch Valley In October 1985. 

Cars Dismanlled or Destroyed 
Original excur.lon cars. In 1974 there were th!88 01 
el~1 original C5RR cars slill available lor servlc.: 
Closed Plalforms Nos. 3 and 22 (original)' No. 2), and 
Open Plalloml No. 10. ThaI year. retired ca~ were: Open 
Plaltorms No. 1 (railings and bench slil on car). No. 5 
(railings and plellorms removed. parts SIOfeO on deck). 
No. 6 (formerly operalad with tool box and no benches • 
failings Inlact; shop equlpmenl slored on deck; by 1976. 
railings had been removed), No. 7 (railings removed • 
parts stored on deck): Closed Plal!orm No. 4 (sides, lop 
and plalform ramoved In 1972; destroyed by 1976). 
Today. all bul two of \he surviving cals are are lII'Ir8COV­
erable (numbers are ooldentilleble) on the Greenbriar 
daad line spur. Open Plel10rm No. 10 (which served 
belWeen 1944 and 1960 as a Mower bunk car, converted 
for excursion seNlce In 1965; still avallable as 8 standby 
car in 1976) has rotted 10 the grOl.rld on the upp8f end 01 
Ihe Cass Yerd car sldlng. 

Mower Lumber Bunk C. No. 418. AestOfed by 1967 
and operated on ralllan charters; neglect 811'Bnlually rot· 
ted the car beyond recovery; deslroyed around 19n. 

Mower Lumber Kitchen C. No . 417. Naver operated 
on C5RR bulln good oondtlon into the 19708. Uke No. 
418, rotted away and was finally destroyed around Ion. 

Continued on back panel 



Today At Coss 
3 ACln<e Sho~ 

3 mclrve Shays 
I ~octive Heisler 

llnoctfve Clima x 
6 Inactive Diesels 

500rces other than personal research: 
MIe~, Geofge DeIke, Donny Seldomridge. 
BI.Id Cm-.el. Oorrl!l'15e1domrldge. John CosseH, 

Wolne CoueI, ReI c.ossel. Richard Spo~s, 
John KIloton. George Rtel' 

.----. ~ , ............................................................................ ., 

Disposed To Other RBilroads and Sites 
(continued from inside) 

Porter 0-4-OT No. 714. H.K. Ponel Co" 1950 (c/n 8234): 
built for the U.S. Federal Security Agency lor operation at 51. 
EUzabelh's Hospital, WashIngton, D.C. (No.4); In 1958 
transferred to Inventory 01 Department 01 HeaUh, Education 
and Wel!are, then (sometime between 1965 and !961) 
moved from 51. Elizabeth's to the U.S. Army Transportation 
Corps at Flo Eustis, Va. (No. 714); came to Cass as govern­
ment surplus In 10·1972; never In steam here: shIpped In 
1981 to BalUmore & OhIo Railroad Museum as part 01 the 
trade lor Shay No. 6; reportedly being repaired lor service 
around the museum yard In Baltimore. 

GM·EMD BL·2 No. 7172. Diesel-electric road switcher built 
for the Westem Maryland In 1948. Donated to CSRR In 
1982; used on ralilan charters on the Greenbrier In the early 
19805; shipped to South Branch Valley A.R. via the CSX 
connection at Spruce In 1991; plans call ror the unit to be 
restored and operated. 

Locomotive Scrapped 
Shay NO.6 (eln 1907, 1907). 65-tons' ; built for Lewisburg & 
Ronceverte R.A.; acquired by Greenbrier. Cheat & Elk 
(CBss) In 1913, rostered as No.6 (2nd); sold by Mower 
Lumber Co. in 1946 to Borgman Brothers lor their Premar 
Coal Co.; orlgnally used at No.6, Monitor No.1 Mine, West 
End (Tunnelton), then moved to Monltor NO.4 at Austen. 
Alter mine's closure, the enginehouse Iell In on No.6; 
severely damage. With sale price of S 1.000, examined by 
CSRR and Bear Creek Junction R.A., but passed by due to 
10Clll-tion and engine condition. It was reported to be 
SClapped al the mine site In the summer of 1969, with parts 
to be sold to the Graham Couunty R.A.-Bear Creek Junction 
A.R. al Robbinsville, N.C. Eventually acquIred by Dave 
Corbert and moved to a loading point along the old Baltlmot"e 
& Ohio at Tunnelton; a coal train derailment ell but destroyed 
It; finally acquired by CSRR and shipped In QOI1doIas, arriv­
Ing In '978 (last Incoming equipment brtllJght in by the C&O 
before closure. Scrapped In 1980; cylinders and trucks sit on 
cars up the Greenbrier deadline spur. 

Cass 5tenit \\ai\,ooQ 

locomo\i'le Ros'e~ 
\i'.\\-lime\ 

by Philip Bagdon 
Seasono l H\5\ol"lon. ,qqb 

Coss Scenic. ROllTOOd '5o\o\e POI .... 

, 

All pilok), by PhWIp V. Bagdon 

Active and Shopped Power 
Shay No.2 (eln 3320, 1928). Pacific Coast Model- 96 
tons'; supemeatecl: the onty PC built 85 a wood·bumer, 
logic influenced tis conversion to oil belore operation In 
British Columbia 09 Mayo lumber Co. NO. 4; !$len Lake 
Logging Co., Ltd. No. 5, Westem Fore!llndJstries No. 6, 
and Railway Appliance Resee/ch (VancolNer 'Nheta 
Um!tad) No, 114; acquired In 1970; made lIs debul In May 
1972; grates convert&d for coaJ bumlng JIl 198-4. 

Shay No. 4 (c/n 3189, 1922). 7().tons'; oI'Iglnally BIrd"! 
Valley Lumber Co. No. 5, 110ga (Nlct"iOlas County); 
Involved In 8 runaway wreck which $C8lded fOUl man 10 
death In 1941; rebulll 81 Cherry Alver Boom a Lumber Co. 
shops ln Richwood: acquired In 1943 by Mower Lombar 
Co.; It was no! only the last logging Shay here, but also 
the first roed anglne of the Cass ScenIC A.R.: in 1m a 
lhorougJ shopping wa, completed 

Continued inside 

, Factory deslgnalion, Engine weigh mo,. In 
operating condition (coal. waler. looIs, mc.). 
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CU 01 SeMce Steam Power 
....... ..... . ~ IStt, 1m, al~'; oneol lhelargest 
....... ~ tJir ..... 01 E~ Pa.; orig/nalty sel'\led 
..... eo. ...., 0., PJo2.,cu 01 NWt Bethlehem, Pa,. 

,,_ in ..... of •••• Q._~ ..... , _ "'_ .. _ 

,..'· .... ~I- 1"-'" In IotA..,., 
I .... ' .,... 1INIo."' .... w"'.-.., jM..., 

-- ...... " It-\, ,.. .. h.,... "' .... , 
~ ... ' ..... lUI, 11t~1 10 1Iw\ .... ~,., uo.6f) by f\aoN 

YII'IL+I , ..... Q. ..... , .. frI 11'no"...n.oriI •• ~"JfI"t'J, In 1010, 
...., In It,. n_ 11ImiIF'. O'.«U>".f CtMlllty itIO 1,'_"'" ,..,.,., liJrN>., (:Q, C:_ ".,. 0111'. 0WfI POW.' In 

, .... lind .,.. ...... M_ m_ n.J:I ",M'; bOoG~ .. 0 1 . boot" 
~'""" 1\10.,,) run .II'I(:e 1070 

C: '''''''. NQ II (.n ' ~1, IOIl~), 70 Ion ... bUll by Climax 
l4:ICIot.dl'Ye Wotke, Cony, PI', lor 1M Moene,Keppel Co 
I~ County) and Ia.t uMd to pull coal on the MJddle 
FaA RAIIn:NKf, anlved here ( IG70) In I1IgO«l ehape; ., new 
bole, Iound In C4uwtda combln .. with the ahop torce'eloflg­
I\IIiIWtG !r,,. •• ., In \l:iCkJlng thl. project 10 make Ihe fu lure 
bnl/iler Ihan mI~1 be expected from n. dereHc\ appearance: 
lIeYery'filng goes well, It may be on the road In ' GGe, 

StillY No. 36 (dn 2804, ' GIS). 70 tOl1$ ' ; bulillor an AJabama 
logging .,telP".e; epent about two decades In West Virginia 
- first with Raleigh Lumber Co. (Glen Mor;an), then W.M. 
Ritter lumber Co. ({))cley and Maben); In 1942, moved by 
Riller 10 New RIver. Tennessee where It laler hauled coal as 
Brimstone Rallroed No. 36 (predecessor In 1965 was 
Brimstone & New Rivet); to Tennessee Valley Rell road 
Museum In 1967, then ec:qulred by mllfan George Kedelek, 
who OrTeI1ged Its move here In 1987; purchased In 1994: II 
has a good boIlet bot because 01 size and age, likely to 
remain on the dead line lor some time. 

Baldwin Rod Loco No. 612 (eln 69858,1943). Built lor the 
U.S. Army Transportation Corp and opemted at Fort Eustis. 
Vo. as the 'Johnny D. Burruss' until 1971 ; this 2.8.0 
'Conso~datlon ' has never run here - until the 1985 11000 
which ended Duroln Runs, It was Ideal candidate as Ihe 
watar level roule's lultlre power. 

Diesel-electric Units 
No. 20. Genaral Elaelric 45-lon switcher built In 1941 lor the 
U.S. Navy: acquired as surplus In 1978: firsl 'snop goat': out 
of service since 1988. 

No. 34. G,E. 65· ton swllcher. U.S. Navy; acquired as gov. 
emmant surplus, shipped Irom South Btanch Valley R.A. in 
10-85: used lor a lew years as a 'shop goat'; ou t 01 service 
since 1995. 

No • . 16 and 17. Alco 54. Built lor Bal1imore & Ohio: 
acquired by Soulh Branch Valley R.A.: shlppao to cass In 
10·85: never operated, 

No •. 26 and 27. GM-EMD MRS- I foreign service road 
t witchers: U.S. Army Transportation COIP., Fort Eustis. Va: 
delivered to CSRR In July 1976 with hospital cars (were 
thors Ihrse?), subsequently moyed to South Branch Valley 
R.A, before the C&O closure In 1978; returned to Cassin the 
monment from SBVRR originating 01 10-85. 

DTsposed To Olher Railroads and Sites 
Shay No. I. (cln 151G, 19(5)- 65 1oOI'IS; bub Iof GVI 
Hunll..,. lumber Co., F\oncey8fte; the.arne year.alO to 
F1Inl, El'\ling and Stoner Lumber Co., Thornwood;.,., \0 
North Fori!. lumber Co., NotllnPm: aapled by the 
Greenbrier, Cheat 3 Elk In 1915 In a deal imoIYIrog the 
trade 01 original Cass Shay No. 1 (42-1on, 1'M)-INck"Old 
Bamey"): distinctive In 1t3 1957 paint lob (Chinese Red 
cab and lender, dan< 9feen boiler }ackel); on stardJy at 
the lima of the 1960 closure; worn wheel-ftanQas k&pt It 
out 01 service alter use as pusher engine In 1963; con­
yeyed in t980 to Baltimore 3 Ohio RaDroad MI.l$8Um as 
pert 01 the trade lor WMRy No. 6: on Sialic display. 

Shay No. 3. 80 Ions, eln 3233, built Lma 9--28-23 lor 
Hofius Steel & Equipment Co. (Ume's dealer In Seattle; 
sold 10 Independence l ogging Co., Independence, 
Wash. , Ihen Moont Emily l umber Co. (No.1), laGrange, 
Ore.; dof\8ted to Oregon Historical SocIety; in 1970 
leased to CSAR lor 20 years; relumed n 1993: In oper­
etion on the City of Prineville Rai lroad, Prine'lllle, Orl . 

Continued on back panel 

, 

=--



( 'M;S 1I0l\II.X OM I( I!I!IIi 
11th 1\1\1111111 

The communll]J 01 (tlS5 wlcomes \IOU 10 
our I Ith annual homecoming celetJralion 
People 01 all ages have JOined In Ihe fun In tne 
pasl 'dears. and we have worked hard 10 can 
Nnue thiS Iradilion. 

This "down home" good lime 15 sup­
ported enllrel'd bid donallons and the effort o( aD 
volunleer commllte Your suggesllons and oen­
IIbulitons are greall~ apprecltated. 

THANKS 
We would like 10 thank all of the business and 
individuals far their contrlbullons and support. 

COr..'TACIS & COMMEN'fS 
Anld suggesllons and ocmmenis can be re­
(erred to an'd member of our ocmmillee: 
Darrell Turner - Prelsldent 
Katrina Deftbaugh - Treasure 
Cathld Ribble - Secretarld 
Terrld Ribble Leftl,j Meeks 
Dan Deftbaugh Wanda Halterman 
Stan Beafare Dave McMillion 
Usa Hubbert Gall Vanderander 
Joe Warder Ton'da Warder 
Brenda Thomas Marld Perkins 

PJ1nlT<d 8y 
POCAHONTAS COUNlY 
TOURISM COMMISSION 

1-800-336-7009 



Junr 24 

June 25 

It 'rll ANNUAl, 
CANS IIOM I'X'():-.tl NH IOM 

AUItNI)A 
,'UIU\ 1M • June.1i!8 

rlCUI for Prlntf." r,llI(q 7:00pIII 
CISS fire II ,JI (I&c" S.I) 

Prlu G.mq I1rH for IUIln 7:3OplII 
Corrununity Cenltr (00na11OllJ necpl£d) 

June 26 . The Grnl Clkt Walk 7:30pm 
Community Cenler Parking 1.01 or Fire Howe in case of (J in 

June 27 Rtglslratton 
IO:OOam .3pm Fire House 

•• YOII mUSI regiJlef 10 receive Q diMt r ridel" 

Start tile day of flln for the young and tile young at heart 
Loca.tOO at the Fire HOllsc 

PttShow 10:001111 
With small household deomeslic pets 

Games 10:001111 
Dunking Booth, Fish Pond, Egg Toss, Egg & Spoon Relay, Water BaUooru 
Shot Race, Waler melon Ealin COnltsl, Waltrmc\on Seed Spining COnltSI 

Bluar 
Fire House (Stl up 8:00am) 

Antique Car Sho¥!' and 
Fire Trutk Display 
Fire House 

11:001111 

' rile Second A.nnunl Cas; Parade 1:00pm 

Magic Show 2:00pm 
Puppd Show (following lhe Magic Show) 
Community Cenltr 

Rtgittr.tlon rab1t 1IiU Continue 4:00prn-6:20pIII 
Community Ccnler 

Crowlnl Ceremonies oflhe Qul'tn and KIng 5:00pm 

June 28 

Community Ccnler 

DIDce Live .Musk 7:00pm 

Biggtr and Bettcr 

Church ,"'ith Gospel Sing 
Cau Methodi! Cburth 

Final Regislutioo 
Community Cenler 

,1 :00·,2noon 

1:00pm 
Buffel Dinner 5500' 

• Don't for8er 10 bring your dinner tickel or you WIt! be c~aTBtd 


